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Book III. — Cant. XI. 




O Hateful! hellifh Snake, what furie furft 
Brought thee from balefull houfe of Pro/erpiuc, 
Where in her bofome (he thee long had nurft, 
And foftred vp with bitter milke of tine, 
Fowle Gealofie, that turned loue diuine lo 

To ioyleffe dread, and mak'ft the louing hart 
With hatefuU thoughts to languifli and to pine. 
And feed it felfe with felfe-confuming fmart ? 
Of all the pafTions in the mind thou vileft art. 

O let him far be banifhed away. 

And in his (lead let Loue for euer dwell, 
Sweet Loue, that doth his golding wings embay 
In bleffed Neftar, and pure Pleafures well, 



I. 5, */cttes*: 1. 10, 'Gealoj^*: 1. 17, */wcete' : id., * golding' it charged 
to ''golden ' in 1609. 
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2 THE III. BOOKE OF 2HE [Cant. XI. 

Vntroubled of vile feare, or bitter fell. 
And ye faire Ladies, that your kingdomes make 20 
In thliarts of men, them goueme wifely well. 
And of faire Britofnart enfample take, 
That was as trew in loue, as Turtle to her make. 

Who with Sir Satyrafu^ as earft ye red, 

Forth ryding from Malbeccoes hoftleffe hous, 

Far off afpyde a young man, the which fled 

From an huge Geaunt, that vrith hideous 

And / hatefull outrage long him chaced thus ; 

It was that OUyphant^ the brother deare 

Of that ArgafUt vile and vitious, 30 

From whom the Squire of Dames was reft whylere ; 

This all as bad as (he, and worfe, if worfe ought were. 

For as the fifter did in feminine 

And iilthy lull exceede all woman kind, 

So he furpafled his fex mafculine, 

In beaftly vfe that I did euer find ; 

Whom when as Britomart beheld behind 

The fearefuU boy fo greedily purfew. 

She was emmoued in her noble mind, 

T'employ her puiflaunce to his refkew, 40 

And pricked fiercely forward, where (he him did vew. 

No was Sir Satyrane her far behinde. 

But with like fiercenefle did enfew the chace : 
Whom when the Gyaunt faw, he foone ref inde 
His former fuit, and from them fled apace ; 

1- 3'i *Sqt4yre' I L 34, ^womtmkindt^ and so '^' in rfayme-words of the 
stanza : 1. 36, * v/e^ all thai I euer' i L 38, ^ paurfiw.^ 
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They after both, and boldly bad him bace, 
And each did ftriue the other to out-goe, 
But he them both outran a wondrous fpace, 
For he was long, and fwift as any Roe, 
And now made better fpeed, t'efcape his feared foe. 5 o 

It was not SatyrufUy whom he did feare, 

But Britomart the flowre of chaflity ; 

For he the powre of chaft hands might not beare, 

But alwayes did their dread encounter fly : 

And now fo faft his feet he did apply, 

That he has gotten to a forreft neare. 

Where he is fhrowded in fecurity. 

The wood they enter, and fearch eqery where, 
They fearched diuerfely, fo both diuided were. / 

Faire Britomart fo long him followed, 60 

That (he at laft came to a fountaine fheare, 
By which there lay a knight all wallowed 
Vpon the grafly ground, and by him neare 
His haberieon, his helmet, and his fpeare ; 
A little off, his fhield was rudely throwne, 
On which the winged boy in colours cleare 
Depein6led was, full eafie to be knowne, 

And he thereby, where euer it in field was fhowne. 

His face vpon the ground did groueling ly. 

As if he had bene flombring in the (hade, 70 

That the braue Mayd would not for courtefy, 
Out of his quiet flomber him abrade, 

L47, ^outgoi'i L 56, ^hoi' is 'woi'in 1611 : L 58, 'euerU' \ L 60, 
^F€^n*i L6s, •eTs L69, *grmimd'i L 70, *Ue9u.* 



4 THE III. BOOKS OF THE ICamL XI. 

Nor feeme too fuddetnly him to tnuade : 
Still as (he flood, (he heard with grieoous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made, 
And with moft painefull pangs to f igh and fob. 
That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 

At lafl forth breaking into bitter plaintes 

He faid ; 6 foueraigne Lord that f it'ft on h)re, 

And raignft in blis emongft thy blefTed Saintes, 80 

H ow fufTreft thou fuch (hamefiill cruelty, 

So long vn wreaked of thine enimy? 

Or haft, thou Lord, of good mens caufe no heed ? 

Or doth thy iuftice (leepe, and filent ly ? 

What booteth then the good and righteous deed. 

If goodneffe find no grace, nor righteoufnefTe no meed? 

If good find grace, and righteoufnefTe reward, 
Why then is Amcrti in caytiue band, 
Sith that more bounteous creature neuer far'd 
On foot, vpon the face of lining land ? 90 

Or / if that heauenly iuftice may withftand 
The wrongfull outrs^ of vnrighteous men, 
Why then is Bufirane with wicked hand 
Suffrcd, thefe feuen monethes day in fecret den 

My Lady and my loue fo cruelly to pen ? 

My Lady and my loue is cruelly pend 

In dolefull darkene(re from the vew of day, 
Whileft deadly torments do her chaft breft rend. 
And the (harpe fteele doth riue her hart in tway, 

l-79>'/9< OJimermym*\ L 86^ *rigkUmfim^* and so L 87 : L 91, 
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All for (he Scudafnare will not denay. 1 00 

Yet thou vile man, vile Scudamore art found, 
Ne canil her ayde, ne canft her foe difmay : 
Vnworthy wretch to tread vpon the ground, 
For whom fo faire a Lady feeles fo fore a wound. 

There an huge heape of f ingulfes did opprefle 
His ffangling foule, and fwelling throbs empeach 
His foltring toung with pangs of drerineffe, 
Choking the remnant of his plaintife fpeach, 
As if his dayes were come to their laft reach. 
Which when fhe heard, and faw the ghaftly fit, no 
Threatning into his life to make a breach, 
Both with great ruth and terrour fhe was fmit. 

Fearing leafl from her cage the wearie foule would flit. 

Tho flooping downe fhe him amoued light ; 

Who therewith fomewhat flarting, vp gan looke, 
And feeing him behind a flraunger knight, 
Whereas no lining creature he miflooke. 
With great indignaunce he that fight forfooke, 
And downe agalne himfelfe difdainefully 
Abie6ting, th'earth with his faire forhead ftrooke : 1 20 
Which the bold Virgin feeing, gan apply 

Fit medcine to his griefe, and fpake thus courtefly. / 

Ah gentle knight, whofe deepe conceiued griefe 
Well feemes t'exceede the powre of patience. 
Yet if that heauenly grace fome good reliefe 
You fend, fubmit you to high prouidence, 

L 105, * /ingulfes^ is ^JinguUs^ in 1609 — see Glossary x.v. : 1. 116, 
^Jtrangir^i L 120^ \ after *AdUding* accepted from *90 : L 123, *cin» 
ctmtd^ (misprint '96). 
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And euer in your noble hart prepenfe, 
That all the forrow in the world is leflTe, 
Then vertues might, and values confidence, 
For who nill bide the burden of diftreffe, 130 

Mufl not here thinke to liue : for life is wretchednefle. 

Therefore, faire Sir, do comfort to you take, 

And freely read, what wicked felon fo 

Hath outrs^'d you, and thrald your gentle make. 

Perhaps this hand may helpe to eafe your woe, 

And wreake your forrow on your cruell foe, 

At leafl it faire endeuour will apply. 

Thofe feeling wordes fo neare the quicke did goe. 

That vp his head he reared eaf ily, 
And leaning on his elbow, thefe few wordes let fly. 140 

What boots it plaine, that cannot be redreft, 
And fow vaine forrow in a fruitlefle eare, 
Sith powre of hand, nor fkill of learned breft, 
Ne worldly price cannot redeeme my deare, 
Out of her thraldome and continuall feare ? 
For he the tyraunt, which her hath in ward 
By flrong enchauntments and blacke Magicke leare, 
Hath in a dungeon deepe her clofe embard, 

And many dreadfuU feends hath pointed to her gard. 

There he tormenteth her moft terribly, 150 

And day and night affli6ls with mortall paine, 
Becaufe to yield him loue (he doth deny, 
Once to me yold, not to be yold againe : 

1. 137, M/* is misprinted * And* in '96: 1. 138, * words* i 1. 140, 
^elbowe . . . /rf/*: 1. 142, */hdtlejffe* is misprinted in '96 *fntiUff€*i 
L 146, * tyrant* I ]. 153, ^yolde* (2nd). 
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But / yet by torture he would her conftraine 
Loue to conceiue in her difdainfull bred ; 
Till fo (he do, (he muft in doole remaine, 
Ne may by liuing meanes be thence releft : 
What boots it then to plaine, that cannot be redreft ? 

With this fad herfall of his heauy ftrefle, 

The warlike Damzell was empaflfiond fore, 1 60 

And faid ; Sir knight, your caufe is nothing lefle, 

Then is your forrow, certes if not more ; 

For nothing fo much pitty doth implore. 

As gentle Ladies helplefTe mifery. 

But yet, if pleafe ye liften to my lore, 

I will with proofe of laft extremity, 
Deliuer her fro thence, or with her for you dy. 

Ah gentlefl knight aliue, (faid Scudamore) 

What huge heroicke magnanimity (more, 

Dwels in thy bounteous brefl? what couldd thou 
If (he were thine, and thou as now am I ? 171 

O fpare thy happy dayes, and them apply 
To better boot, but let me dye, that ought ; 
More is more lofle : one is enough to dy. 
Life is not loft, (faid fhe) for which is bought 

Endlefle renowm, that more then death is to be fought 

Thus fhe at length perfwaded him to rife. 
And with her wend, to fee what new fucceife 
Mote him befall vpon new enterprife ; 
His armes, which he had vowed to difprofeffe, 180 

1. X55, ; for ,— accepted : L 156, * doe^ \ 1. 161, *fayd^ and so 1. 168 : 
i^^ , for ; : 1. 164, ^ Ladyes* : L 170, * dwels' : 1. 172, * dates' : 1. 173, 
*die*: L 176, * death '—Jostin suggests 'life *: 1. 177, 'Jhee . . , perjuaded: 



S THE III. BOOKE OF THE \CanL XL 

She gathered vp and did about him dreflfe, 
And his forwandred deed vnto him got : 
So forth they both yfere make their prog^fle, 
And march not pad the mountenaunce of a (hot 
Till they arriu'd, whereas their purpofe they did plot / 

There they difmounting, drew their weapons bold 
And (loutly came vnto the Caflle gate ; 
Whereas no gate they found, them to withhold, 
Nor ward to wait at mome and euening late, 
But in the Porch, that did them fore amate, igo 
A flaming fire, ymixt with fmouldry fmoke. 
And (linking Sulphure, that with griefly hate 
And dreadfull horrour did all entraunce choke, 

Enforced them their forward footing to reuoke. 

Greatly thereat was Britomart difmayd, 

Ne in that (lownd wid, how her felfe to beare ; 

For daunger vaine it were, to haue afTayd 

That cruell element, which all things feare, 

Ne none can fufier to approchen neare : 

And turning backe to Scudamour^ thus fayd ; 200 

What monftrous enmity prouoke we heare. 

Foolhardy as th'Earthes children, the which made 

Battel 1 againd the Gods ? fo we a God inuade. 

Daunger without discretion to attempt, 

Inglorious and beadlike is : therefore Sir knight, 
Aread what courfe of you is fafed dempt. 
And how we with our foe may come to fight 

1. 182, ^firwarded* is in '96 misprinted as two words : ib,^ ^ffoUt and so 
double / in rhyme-words of the stanza : L 193, ^ horror^ : 1. 202, , after 
^ Foolhardy^' 9sA no Uke' : 1. 203, ' BaUeUV : 1. 205, ^ and' is removed 
in 161 1 : but Spenser was no Purist in either rhyme or rhythm. 
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This (quoth he) the dolorous defpight, 
Which earft to you I playnd : for neither may 
This fire be quencht by any wit or might, 2lO 

Ne yet by any meanes remou'd away, 
So mighty be th'enchauntments, which the fame do ftay. 

What is there elfe, but ceafe thefe fruitleffe paines. 

And leaue to me my former lang^ifhing ; 

Faire Amoret mud dwell in wicked chaines. 

And Scudamore here dye with forrowing. 

Perdy / not fo ; (faid (he) for fhamefuU thing 

It were ^abandon noble cheuifaunce, 

For fhew of perill, without venturing : 

Rather let try extremities of chaunce, 220 

Then enterprifed prayfe for dread to difauaunce. 

Therewith refolu'd to proue her vtmoft might, 
Her ample fhield (he threw before her face, 
And her fwords point directing forward right, 
Aflayld the flame, the which eftfoones gaue place, 
And did it felfe diuide with equall fpace. 
That through fhe pafled ; as a thunder bolt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth difplace 
The foring clouds into fad (howres ymolt ; 

So to her yold the flames, and did their force reuolt. 

Whom whenas Scudamaur faw pafl the fire, 23 1 

Safe and vntoucht, he likewife gan afTay, 
With greedy will, and enuious defire, 
And bad the ftubborne flames to yield him way : 

1.110, «««//*: 1. 213, 'eUs,'\% misprinted in '96 V^': 1. 216, ^die'i 
L 217, ^faidejhu . . , Jhamefitl^i 1. 219, ^Jhewe*; 1. 221, *praifi*i L 227, 
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But cruell Mulciber would not obay 
His threatfuU pride, but did the more augment 
His mighty rage, and imperious fway 
Him forft (maulgre) his fierceneffe to relent. 
And backe retire, all fcorcht and pitifully brent. 

With huge impatience he inly fwelt, 240 

More for great forrow, that he could not pas. 
Then for the burning torment, which he felt. 
That with fell woodneflfe he effierced was. 
And wilfully him throwing on the gras. 
Did beat and bounfe his head and brefl full fore ; 
The whiles the Championefle now entred has 
The vtmoft rowme, and paft the formed dore. 

The vtmoft rowme, abounding with all precious (lore./ 

For round about, the wals yclothed were 

With goodly arras of great maiefly, 250 

Wouen with gold and filke fo clofe and nere. 

That the rich metall lurked priuily. 

As faining to be hid from enuious eye ; 

Yet here, and there, and euery where vnwares 

It fliewd it felfe, and (hone vnwillingly ; 

Like a difcolourd Snake, whofe hidden fnares 

Through the greene gras his long bright burni(ht backe 
declares. 

And in thofe Tapets weren fa(hioned 

Many faire pourtraifls, and many a faire feate, 
And all of loue, and all of lufty-hed, 260 

As feemed by their femblaunt did entreat ; 

1. 238, ^fercmes'-. L 243, ^%uoodn4S*i I. 245, *yW* : 1. 246, ^duked^ 
\nc\ : 1. 249, 'walls' : 1. 253, ' hidd' : 1. 256, 'Liketoa.' 
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And eke all Cupids warres they did repeate, 
And cruell battels, which he whilome fought 
Gainft all the Gods, to make his empire great ; 
Befides the huge mafTacres, which he wrought 
On mighty kings and kefars, into thraldome brought. 

Therein was writ, how often thundring laue 
Had felt the point of his hart-percing dart, 
And leauing heauens kingdome, here did roue 269 
In ftraunge difguize, to flake his fcalding fmart ; 
Now like a Ram, faire HelU to peruart, 
Now like a Bull, Europa to withdraw : 
Ah, how the fearefull Ladies tender hart 
Did liuely feeme to tremble, when (he faw 

The huge feas vnder her fobay her feruaunts law. 

Scone after that into a golden fliowre 

Him felfe he chaung'd faire Dana'i to vew, 

And through the roofe of her ftrong brafen towre 

Did raine into her lap an hony dew. 

The / whiles her foolifli garde, that little knew 280 

Of fuch deceipt, kept th'yron dore faft bard. 

And watcht, that none ftiould enter nor iflew ; 

Vaine was the watch, and bootlefle all the ward, 

Whenas the God to golden hew him felfe transfard. 

Then was he tumd into a fnowy Swan, 
To win faire Leda to his louely trade: 
O wondrous flcill, and fweet wit of the man, 
That her in daffadillies fleeping made, 

L 263, ^hattaOes'x 1. 267/im// . . . thondring'x L 268, no - : L 278, 
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From fcorching heat her daintie limbes to (hade : 
Whiles the proud Bird ruffing his fethers ¥ryde, 290 
And brufliing his faire breft, did her inuade ; 
She flept, yet twixt her eyeii^ls clofely fpyde, 
How towards her he rufht, and fmiled at his prydc 

Then (hewd it, how the Thebane Semelee 
Deceiu'd of gealous luno^ did require 
To fee him in his foueraigne maieftee, 
Armd with his thunderbolts and lightning fire, 
Whence dearely (he with death bought her def ire. 
But faire Alcmena better match did make, 
loying his loue in likeneflfe more entire ; 300 

Three nights in one, they fay, that for her fake 

He then did put, her pleafures lenger to partake. 

Twife was he feene in foaring Eagles ihape. 

And with wide wings to beat the buxome ayr^ 
Once, when he with AJlerie did fcape, 
Againe, when as the Troiane boy fo faire 
He fnatcht from Ida hill, and with him bare : 
Wondrous delight it was, there to behould. 
How the rude Shepheards after him did dare. 
Trembling through feare, leafl down he fallen (hould. 

And often to him calling, to take furer hould. / 311 

In Satyr es (hape Antiopa he fnatcht : 
And like a fire, when he Aegiti affayd : 
A fhepheard, when Mnemofyne he catcht ; 
And like a Serpent to the Thracian mayd. 

1. 292, 'Shee . . . eidids'i 1. 295, ^Deceiud^x L 296, ^ fouerayru^\ L 298, 
• Whens^'.V TfiO^^ Kkmes^ 9xA ^ forj:l. 302, «A^r*b < Am ' in 1609 inepUy : 
1. 304, • wingu : L 306, *fayrt * : 1. 314, ^Jhepeheard.^ 
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Whiles thus on earth great laue thefe pageaunts 
The winged boy did thruft into his throne, (playd, 
And fcoffing, thus vnto his mother fayd, 
Lo now the heauens obey to me alone, 
And take me for their loue^ whiles laue to earth is gone. 

And thou, faire Phasbus^ in thy colours bright 321 

Wad there enwouen, and the fad diftrefTe, 
In which that boy thee plonged, for defpight, 
That thou bewray'dft his mothers wantonnefle, 
When {he with Mars was meynt in ioyfulneffe : 
For thy, he thrild thee with a leaden dart. 
To loue faire Daphne^ which thee loued leflTe : 
Lefle (he thee lou'd, then was thy iuft defart, 

Yet was thy loue her death, & her death was thy fmart. 

So louedft thou the lufty Hyacinil^ 330 

So louedft thou the faire Caranis deare : 
Yet both are of thy hapleflfe hand extinA, 
Yet both in flowres do liue, and loue thee beare. 
The one a Paunce, the other a fweet breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote haue liuely feene 
The God himfelfe rending his golden heare. 
And breaking quite his gyrlond euer greene. 

With other f ignes of forrow and impatient teene. 

Both for thofe two, and for his owne deare fonne, 
The fonne of Clinune he did repent, 340 

Who bold to guide the charet of the Suhne, 
Himfelfe in thoufand peeces fondly rent, 

L 319, •JUttitu'i L336^,tddedafter<M/': 1. 327,*/^/*: L 333>'<^.' 



Next vnto him was Neptune [Mfhired, 

In his diuine refemblance wondrous lyke : 
His face was ruf^ed, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with braclcifh deaw ; his three-forkt Pyke 
He ftearnly (hooke, and therewith fierce did ftr^ke 
The raging billowes, that on eueiy fyde 362 

They trembling flood, and made a long broad dyke. 
That his fwift charet might haue paflage wyde, 

Which foure great Hippodamts did draw in temewife 
tyde. 

His fea-horfes did feeme to fport amayne. 
And from their oofethrilles blow the brynie ftreame, 

L 343. '/«* ! L 347. 'Shtpharit' : \. 353, 'Jltt' : L 355, 'Hag- in 
'/> i.nt] '96— Joitia mggett* 'Stag' — icceptsd, (ceing that 'Hag' i% 
impouible, albeit '£i!<v'ii hwdljr dawIaJi IL 360^3^ mhTpboii. 
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That made the fparckh'ng waues to fmoke agayne, 
And flame with gold, but the white fomy creame. 
Did fhine with f iluer, and (hoot forth his beame. 370 
The God himfelfe did penfiue feeme and fad, 
And hong adowne his head, as he did dreame : 
For priuy loue his breft empierced had, 
Ne ought but deare Bifaltis ay could make him glad. / 

He loued eke Iphimedia deare. 

And Aeolus faire daughter Arm hight 

For whom he tumd him felfe into a Steare, 

And fed on fodder, to beguile her fight 

Alfo to win Deucaliatis daughter bright, 

He tumd him felfe into a Dolphin fayre ; 380 

And like a winged horfe he tooke his flight, 

To fnaky-locke Medufa to repayre. 

On whom he got faire PegafuSy that flitteth in the ayre. 

Next Saturne was, (but who would euer weene^ 
That fullein Saturne euer weend to loue ? 
Yet loue is fullein, and Saturnlike feene, 
As he did for Erigotte it proue.) 
That to a Centaure did him felfe tranfmoue. 
So proou'd it eke that gracious God of wine, 
When for to compafle Philliras hard loue, 390 

He tumd himfelfe into a fruitfull vine, 

And into her faire bofome made his grapes decline. 

Long were to tell the amorous aiTayes, 

And gentle pangues, with which he maked meeke 

1. 378, 'fidd' : L 382, ^Jkaky ' is misprinted */nafy' in '96 : I. 387, 
no ) : 1. 3891 'graHaus: 
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The mighty Mars^ to learne his wanton playes : 
How oft for Venus^ and how often eek 
For many other Nymphes he fore did (hreek, 
With womanifh teares, and with vnwarlike fmarts, 
Priuily moyftening his horrid cheek. 399 

There was he painted full of burning darts, (parts, 
And many wide woundes launched through his inner 

Ne did he fpare (fo cruell was the Elfe) 

His owne deare mother, (ah why (hould he fo ? ) 
Ne did he fpare fometime to pricke himfelfe. 
That he might taft the fweet confuming woe, 
Which / he had wrought to many others moe, 
But to declare the mournful! Tragedyes, 
And fpoiles, wherewith he all the ground did ftrow, 
More eath to number, with how many eyes 

High heauen beholds fad louers nightly theeueryes. 410 

Kings Queenes, Lords Ladies, Knights & Damzels gent 
Were heap'd together with the vulgar fort, 
And mingled with the rafkall rablement. 
Without refpedl of perfon or of port, 
To fhew Dan Cupids powre and great effort : 
And round about a border was entrayld, 
Of broken bowes and arrowes (hiuered (hort, 
And a long bloudy riuer through them rayld, 

So liuely and fo like, that lining fence it fayld. 

And at the vpper end of that faire rowme, 420 

There was an Altar built of pretious ftone, 

I- 395» * mightie *: 1. 399, « cheeke'i 1. 400, * dories* \ 1. 401, ^ partn *: L403, 
second ) inadvertently dropped in '96: L 405, ^ taJU^ \ L 410, ^hnun 
behpldis' : K 411, * knights' i 1. 418, ^bloody: 
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Of paffing valew, and of great renowme, 
On which there flood an Image all alone, 
Of mafly gold, which with his owne light (hone ; 
And wings it had with fundry colours dight, 
More fundry colours, then the proud Patume 
Beares in his boafted fan, or Iris bright. 
When her difcolourd bow fhe fpreds through heauens 
hight 

Blindfold he was, and in his cruell fill 

A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold, 430 
With which he (hot at randon, when him lift, 
Some headed with fad lead, fome with pure gold ; 
(Ah man beware, how thou thofe darts behold) 
A wounded Dragon vnder him did ly, 
Whofe hideous tayle his left foot did enfold, 
And with a (haft was (hot through either eye, 

That no man forth might draw, ne no man remedye. / 

And vndemeath his feet was written thus, 

Vnto the Vi£lar of the Gods this bee : 

And all the people in that ample hous 440 

Did to that image bow their humble knee. 

And oft committed fowle Idolatree. 

That wondrous fight faire Britomart amazed, 

Ne feeing could her wonder fatisfie. 

But euermore and more vpon it gazed. 
The whiles the paffing brightnes her fraile fences dazed. 

L 435, * winget . . . fondry^^ and so L 426 : L 428, *keuen bright^ and 
in '96 *ketuun ^n^A/'— Chnrch suggested ^ heuau A/;^/ '—accepted : 
L 4^ 'Blyndfold'x 1. 433, *dartes'i L 435, '/^i/Wi/'— misprinted 
*eM/M' m'^i L 441, *b€we': L 443, 'amoMd/taid so '</* for * fit' in 
riiyme-words of the stanza. 
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A thoufand monftrous formes therein were mad^ 

Such as falfe loue doth oft vpon him weare : 
For loue in thoufand muflrous formes doth oft appeare. 

And all about, the gliftring walles were hong 
With warlike fpoiles, and with vi£lorious prayes. 
Of mighty Conquerours and Captaines ftrong, 
Which where whilome captiued in their dayes 
To/cruell loue, and wrought their owne decayes : 
Their fwcrds & fpeares were broke, & hauberques rent ; 
And their proud girlonds of tryumphant bayes, 471 
Troden in dull with fury infolent, 

To (hew the victors might and mercilefTe intent 

I. 448, '/eerat': 1.450, 'A«,'miid no, after 'murnd': 1.45a, , ifter 
' Ihtrtin ' : 1. 456, '/ayrir ' : 1. 463, : substituted for , of '90 and ? of '96 : 
1. 467, 'migklW: 1. 470, no punctuation aAcr 'rtnt': L 471, , (iter 
' iaj^s '— accepted. 
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The warlike Mayde beholding earneftly 
The goodly ordinance of this rich place, 
Did greatly wonder, ne could fatisfie 
Her greedy eyes with gazing a long fpace : 
But more fhe meruaild that no footings trace, 
Nor wight appeared, but waflefuU emptinefle. 
And folemne filence ouer all that place : 480 

Straunge thing it feem'd, that none was to pofTefle 

So rich purueyance, ne them keepe with carefulnefle. 

And as fhe lookt about, (he did behold, 

How ouer that fame dore was likewife writ. 

Be bold, be bold, and euery where Be bold, 

That much (he muz'd, yet could not conftrue it 

By any ridling (kill, or commune wit. 

At laft (he fpyde at that roomes vpper end. 

Another yron dore, on which was writ, 

Be not too bold] whereto though (he did bend 490 

Her earned mind, yet wift not what it might intend. 

Thus (he there waited vntiU euentyde. 

Yet lining creature none (he faw appeare : 
And now fad (hadowes gan the world to hyde. 
From mortall vew, and wrap in darkene(re dreare ; 
Yet nould (he d'oflF her weary armes, for feare 
Of fecret daunger, ne let (leepe oppre(re 
Her heauy eyes with natures burdein deare. 
But drew her felfe afide in f ickernefTe, 

And her welpointed weapons did about her dreffe. / SCO 

L 474, *Mayd*i 1. 475, * ordinaunce . , . Place': 1, 476, , after 
« wonder ' — accepted : ib., ^/ati/fy ': 1. 482, ^ punuyaunce ': 1. 485, * boUU ' 
Qis) : L 491, ' mituU * : 1. 492, * wayted^ : L 495, * darketu^J' 
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Cant. XII. 



*Hi iXi iXi ^Ei iSEi ^Ei ^b i2& ^b ^b ^Ei db iXi db JEi ^b Cb iZi iSD ^b ^b ^b JDT ^b iSb CEa ^b dS dEi ^b db ^b ^b 
^K^ ^P ^P ^P ^P ^P Ts^ ^P TP ^E* ^P ^P ^P ^P ^P *]p "^P '^P ^P ^P ^P ^P ^MS^ ^P w^ *^P WW ^P wf* "V 1^ ^^r ^E* 

|| V The mqfike of Cupid, ofid tKemhaunUd V || 

^ Y Chatttber care dif^ayd, Y ^ 

* 4% Whence Britotnart redeemes /aire A * 

^ A Amcret, through charmes decayd, 1^ ^ 

^ ▼------- — - — ^— — — — ▼^ 

*i3Ei ^b iZi dSi JBi Jd db d^ ^b JEi ^b ^b JCi ^b ^b ^b db i3b ^b d^ ^b i^b db Jb JQ ^b dft ^b ^b ^b ^b. Jft i3b 
PM ^p >y* ^p ^p ^p ^P ^C 1? ^P ^P ^P ^P ^P ^P ^P ^X^ ^P 19 ^ r^ "^r ^P ^P '^r ^P ^P ^P ^9r ^P "V '^r ^P QP 

THo when as chearelefle Nig^t ycouered had 
Faire heauen with an vniueifall cloud, 
That euery wight difmayd with darkneiTe fad. 
In filence and in fleepe themfelues did (hroud, 
She heard a fhrilling Trompet found aloud, lO 

Signe of nigh battell, or got vidlory ; 
Nought therewith daunted was her courage proud. 
But rather flird to cruell enmity, 
Expefling euer, when fome foe fhe might defcry. 



With that, an hideous ilorme of winde arofe, • 
With dreadfull thunder and lightning atwixt, 
And an earth-quake, as if it ftreight would lofe 
The worlds foundations from his centre fixt ; 
A direfuU flench of fmoke and fulphure mixt 
Enfewd, whofe noyance fild the fearefuU fted, 
From the fourth houre of night vntill the fixt ; 



20 



1. 2, * enchanted^: 1. 7, • Fayrt . . . cUwd,^ and so ' w ' for * k * in stanza's 
rhyme-woTds : L 8, *darkina*: 1. Il, *battaiU*', 1, 17, * earthquaht* i 
1. 20^ 'noyaunce' : L 3I» *hfiwreJ 
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Yet the bold Britonejfe was nought ydred, 
Though much emmou'd, but ftedfafl Aill perfeuered. 

All fuddenly a ftormy whirlwind blew 

Throughout the houfe, that clapped euery dore, 

With which that yron wicket open flew, 

As it with mightie leuers had bene tore : 

And / forth iffewd^ as on the ready flore 

Of fome Theatre, a grain perfonage, 

T*hat in his hand a branch of laurell bore, 30 

With comely haueour and countenance fage, 

Ydad in coftly garments, fit for tragicke Stage. 

Proceeding to the midft, he flill did (land. 

As if in mind he fome^diat had to fay. 

And to the vulgar beckning widi his hand, 

In figne of filence, as to heare a play^ 

By liuely aftions he gan bewray 

Some argument of matter paffioned ; 

Which doen, he backe retyred foft away, 

And paffing by, his name difcouered, 40 

Eafe^ on his robe in golden letters cjrphered. 

The noble Mayd, Hill (landing, all this vewd. 
And merueild at his ftrange intendiment ; 
With that a ioyous fellowfhip ilOfewd 
Of Minfbrals, making goodly meriment, 
With wanton Bardes, and Rymers impudent, 
All which together fung full chearefuUy 
A lay of loues delight, with fweet oonfent : 

L 34» ^fiuUeimly* : L 27, ^imghiy'z L 28, ^yjffiwd . . . rioifie ' : L 30, 
^SnamtcA'i I 33, '/Sp/': 1. 34, * minde*: 1. 35, 'vulgare *: 1.4a, , added after 
i^ftandrng'-.l. 43, 'Jtraungs*: L 45, *MiimJlrales*i L 47, */ang'i L 48, < c^nant.* 
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After whom marcht a lolly company, 
In manner of a maike, enranged orderly. 50 

The whiles a moft delitious harmony, 

In full ftraunge notes was fweetly heard to found. 

That the rare fweetneffe of the melody 

The feeble fenfes wholly did confound, 

And the fraile foule in deepe delight nigh dround : 

And when it ceaft, fhrill trompets loud did bray. 

That their report did farre away rebound, 

And when they ceaft, it gan againe to play. 

The whiles the mafkers marched forth in trim aray. / 

The firft was Fancy ^ like a louely boy, 60 

Of rare afpeft, and beautie without peare ; 
Matchable either to that ympe of Troy^ 
Whom loue did loue, and chofe his cup to beare. 
Or that fame daintie lad, which was fo deare 
To great Alcides^ that when as he dyde. 
He wailed womanlike with many a teare. 
And euery wood, and euery valley wyde 

He fild with Hylas name ; the Nymphes eke Hylas cryde. 

His garment neither was of f ilke nor fay. 

But painted plumes, in goodly order dight, 70 

Like as the funbumt Indians do aray 

Their tawney bodies, in their proudefl plight : 

As thofe fame plumes, fo feemd he vaine and light, 

That by his gate might eafily appeare ; 

For dill he far'd as dauncing in delight, 

I. 54, * fences wholy^\ 1. 55, ^frayU • . .drownd* : L 56, ^Icwd^i L 57, 
•/ir' : 1. 60, *Boy' : I. 6i, , for ; : 1. 67, ' wordy* and not noted in * Faults 
efcaped ' : 1. 69, < mtAer' : 1. 70^ ^paynUd: 
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And in his hand a windy fan did beare, 
That in the idle aire he mou'd dill here and there. 

And him bef ide marcht amorous Defyre^ 

Who feemd of riper yeares, then th'other Swaine, 

Yet was that other fwayne this elders fyre, 80 

And gaue him being, commune to them twaine : 

His garment was difguifed very vaine, 

And his embrodered Bonet fat awry ; 

Twixt both his hands few fparkes he clofe did ftraine, 

Which ftill he blew, and kindled buf ily, 

That foone they life conceiu'd, & forth in flames did fly. 

Next after him went Doubty who was yclad 
In a difcolour'd cote, of ftraunge difguyfe. 
That at his backe a brode Capuccio had. 
And fleeues dependant Albane/e-wyie : 90 

He / lookt aflcew with his miftruftfull eyes, 
And nicely trode, as thomes lay in his way, 
Or that the flore to (hrinke he did auyfe, 
And on a broken reed*he ftill did ftay 

His feeble fteps, which ftirunke, when hard theron 
he lay. 

With him went Daunger^ cloth' in ragged weed. 

Made of Beares fkin, that him more dreadfuU made, 
Yet his owne face was dreadfuU, ne did need 
Straunge horrour, to deforme his griefly ftiade ; 

^ 77» ^ydU ayre^ : 1. 79, *ryper* : ib., ^ Swayne^ and so '^' for *i' in 
stanza's rhyme->words : 1. So, ' other ' in 1609 — accepted for * others* of *90 and 
•96: 1.82, 'difguyfed' : LI84, */^Jb' : I. 86, 'and': 1. 90, 'dependaunri 
L 92, * freely' : L 94, , after *Jiay* : L 95, ^Jhrunck' : 1. 99, , for ; . 
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A net in th'one hand, and a ruflie blade 1 00 

In th'other was, this Mifchiefe, that Mifhap ; 
With th'one his foes he threatned to inuade, 
With th'other he his friends ment to enwrap : 
For whom he could not kill, he pra£lizd to entrap. 

Next him was Feare^ all arm'd from top to toe. 
Yet thought himfelfe not fafe enough thereby. 
But feard each fliadow mouing to and fro. 
And his owne armes when glittering he did fpy, 
Or clafhing heard, he fall away did fly. 
As afhes pale of hew, and wingyheeld ; no 

And euermore on daunger fixt his eye, 
Gainft whom he alwaies bent a brafen fhield. 

Which his right hand vnarmed fearefully did wield. 

With him went Hope in rancke, a handfome Mayd» 
Of chearefull looke and louely to behold ; 
In filken famite (he was light arayd, 
And her faire lockes were wouen vp in gold ; 
She alway fmyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy water Sprinckle, dipt in deowe. 
With which (he fprinckled fauours manifold, 120 
On whom fhe lift, and did great liking fheowe, 

Great liking vnto many, but true loue to feowe. / 

And after them Dijfemblanu and SufpeSt 

Marcht in one rancke, yet an vnequall paire : 
For (he was gentle, and of milde afpe£l, 
Courteous to all, and feeming debonaire, 

1. 100, *ru/fy* I 1. loi, ^mijhap^'. L X07, *tooarJroe' i L no, *tomgtd 
hteld* : I. 112, *alwayes* i 1. 117, ^fayrt'x 1. 123, * DiJftmblaMme^* and 
so 1. I34« 
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Goodly adorned, and exceeding faire : 
Yet was that all but painted, and purloynd, (haire: 
And her bright browes were deckt with borrowed 
Her deedes were forged,and her words falfe coynd, 1 30 
And alwaies in her hand two dewes of f ilke fhe twynd. 

But he was foule, ill fauoured, and grim, 
Vnder his eyebrowes looking dill afkaunce ; 
And euer as Dijfemblanu laught on him, 
He lowrd on her with daungerous eyeglaunce ; 
Shewing his nature in bis countenance ; 
His rolling eyes did neuer reft in place. 
But walkt each where, for feare of hid mifchaunce, 
Holding a lattice ftill before his face. 

Through which he ftill did peepe, as forward he did pace. 

Next him went Grief e, and Fury matcht yfere ; 141 
Grief e all in fable forrowfully clad, 
Downe hanging his dull head, with heauy chere, 
Yet inly being more, then feeming fad : 
A paire of Pincers in his hand he had, 
With which he pinched people to the hart. 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they lad. 
In wilfull languor and confuming fmart, 

X)}ang each day with inward wounds of dolours dart 

But Fury was full ill appardled 1 50 

In rags, that naked nigh (he did appeare, 
V^th ghaftly lookes and dreadfuU drerihed ; 
For from her backe her garments (he did teare, 

L I28» *paynted . . . pomrbynd' i L ijo, * deeds': 1. 132, *fawle* i 
L I33» *eubr€wes*'. L 136, ^ caunUMounee* i 1. 137, 'eies'i 1. 138, ^waikte' : 
1. 139, ^laiHs' : 1. 140, *JUl . . . pup* \ 1. 147, ^ ladd' : L, 152, 'Aw*r/ 
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And / from her head oft rent her fnarled heare : 
In her right hand a firebrand (he did tofle 
About her head, ftill roming here and there ; 
As a difmayed Deare in chace emboli, 
Forgetful! of his fafety, hath his right way loft. 

After them went Difpleafure and Pleafance^ 

He looking lompifh and full fullein fad, i6o 

And hanging downe his heauy countenance ; 

She chearefuU frefli and full of ioyance glad, 

As if no forrow (he ne felt ne drad ; 

That euill matched paire they feemd to bee : 

An angry Wafpe th'one in a viall had 

Th'other in hers an hony-lady Bee ; 
Thus marched thefe fixe couples forth in faire degree. 

After all thefe there marcht a moft faire Dame, 
Led of two gryfie villeins, th'one Defpight^ 
The other cleped Cruelty by name : 170 

She dolefull Lady, like a dreary Spright, 
Cald by ftrong charmes out of etemall night, 
Had deathes owne image figurd in her face, 
Full of fad f ignes, fearefuU to liuing fight ; 

L 155, * did toffi* — sk in '90 and '96 — another example of Spenser's 
neglects, which sorely no editor has a right to alter. Church suggested 
omission of ' did* and ' toft^ for * tojfe * : ^ In her right hand a fiirbrtmd 
Jhe toft,* See our Life in VoL I. on this and many others as bearing on the 
Poet*s workmanship and literary art : 1. 159, ' PUafaunce *: 1. 161, ^cnmUn* 
ounce*: 1. 162, ^chtarfull . . . ioyaunce* \ 1. 163, ^ dread* \ 1. i66, ^hcny^ 
lady *'—sic '90 and '96. Dr. Morris reads even in his text ' hany-iaden ' ; 
but ' hony-lady * must be ^ Queen Bee. At any rate no such tampering 
with an Author's text is permissible when that text ]delds a distinct or 
possible sense. See Glossary, s,v, : 1. 167, ^fix* : ib.^ no punctuation after 
* degree* : 1. 173, 'Deathes* : 1. 174, '/eaffull,* 
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Yet in that horror fhewd a feemely grace, 
And with her feeble feet did moue a comely pace. 

Her bred all naked, as net iuoiy. 

Without adome of gold or f iluer bright. 
Wherewith the Craftefman wonts it beautify. 
Of her dew honour was defpoyled quight, 1 80 

And a wide wound therein (O ruefull fight) 
Entrenched deepe with knife accurfed keene, 
Yet frefhly bleeding forth her fainting fpright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be feene, 

That dyde in fanguine red her fldn all fnowy cleene. / 

At that wide orifice her trembling hart 

Was drawne forth, and in filuer bafin layd. 

Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart, 

And in her bloud yet deeming frefh embayd : 

And thofe two villeins, which her fleps vpftayd, 190 

When her weake feete could fcarcely her fuftaine, 

And fading vitall powers gan to fade. 

Her forward flill with torture did confhaine, 

And euermore encreafed her confuming paine. 

Next after her, the winged God himfelfe 
Came riding on a Lion rauenous, 
Taught to obay the menage of that Elfe, 
That man and bead with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdome tyrannous : 

t 177, ^nettyuory'i 1. 182, 'deep . . . knyfe*: 1. 189, * bhod' : I. 19^, 
^fadmg ' — Church imagined that Spenser meant to write ' failing ' — perhaps, 
and perhaps not ' : ib,^ 'powres ' : 1. 193, 'JkiUi and not noticed in ' Faults 
efeaped ': 1. 195, , after *^^ '—accepted : ib.^ * himfelfe ': 1. 199, misprinted 
* knigiome' '^ \ 
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His blindfold eyes he bad a while vnbind, 200 

That his proud fpoyle of that fame dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfeft kind ; 
Which feene, he much reioyced in his cruell mind. 

Of which full proud, himfelfe vp rearing hye, 
He looked round about with fteme difdaine ; 
And did furuay his goodly company : 
And marfhalling the euill ordered traine, 
With that the darts which his right hand did flraine. 
Full dreadfully he (hooke that all did quake, 
And clapt on hie his couloured winges twaine, 210 
That all his many it affraide did make : 

Tho blinding him againe, his way he forth did take. 

Behinde him was Reproch^ Repentance^ Shame ; 
Reproch the firft, Shame next, Repent behind : 
Repentance feeble, forrowfull, and lame : 
Reproch defpightfull, carelefle, and vnldnd ; 
Sfiame / mod ill fanourd, befUall, and blind : 
Shame lowrd. Repentance f igh'd, Reproch did fcould ; 
Reproch fliarpe iHngs, Repentance whips entwind, 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 

All three to each vnlike, yet all made in one mould. 221 

And after them a rude confufed rout 

Of perfons flockt, whofe names is hard to read : 

I. 200, *ei€s . . . vnbimU* and so ' « ' in stanza's rhyme-words : L 201, 
*/poiU* : 1. 204, 'Julpraufd, himfelft'i 1. 20$, ' difdayne; voA^'y' %m 
' t * in L 207 : 1. 208, ' hand^ dropped in "90 and '96, but placed amoog 
* Faults efcaped * of the former : L 210, * kye* : 1. 213, ^ RepetUmmut^ and 
so IL 215, 218, 219 : L 214, ' btkinde^ and so ' ^ ' in stanza's rhyme-words : 
I. 216, ' defpightfui: 
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Emongft them was fterne Strife^ and Anger (lout, 
Vnquiet Care^ and fond Vnthriftihead^ 
Lewd Lqffe of Time^ and Sorrow feeming dead, 
Inconflant Chaunge^ and falfe Dijlqyaltie^ 
Confuming RioHfe^ and guilty Dread 
Of heauenly vengeance, faint InfimUtie^ 
Vile Pouertie^ and lailly Death with infamie. 230 

There were full many moe like maladies, 

Whofe names and natures I note readen well ; 
So many moe, as there be phantafies 
In wauering wemens wit, that none can tell. 
Or paines in loue, or punifliments in hell ; 
And which difguized marcht in mafking wife, 
About the chamber with that Damozell, 
And then returned, hauing marched thrife. 

Into the inner room^ from whence they firft did rife. 

So foone as they were in, the dore (Ireight way 240 
Fail locked, driuea with that ilormy blaft. 
Which firft it opened ; and bore all away. 
Then the braue Maid, which all this while was plaft. 
In fecret (hade, and (aw^ both firft and lail, 
Iflewed forth, and went vnto the dore, 
To enter in, but found it locked faft : 
It vaine fiie thought with rigorous vprore 

For to efforce, when charmes had clofed it afore. / 



L 235, < VnihHftyhiod* : L 237, ^ Difloyalty' \ 1. 229, 'vcngeaunce . . . 
In^tnmUy^ : L 230^ ^ Pouirty . , . infamy' i L 234, *itritr : L 237, * by 
tke'i L 239^ *rowmi'\ L 241, * ^flarmyMaft' : 1. 242, ^opened; mthingdid 
rtmaynt *—sic, and no notice in ' Faolu efcaped ' : ib^ . added after ' away ': 
L243.«fl/': L 246> «/iww/*: L 247, '//' is */ii*in'i6ii. 
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Where force might not auaile, their fleights and art 
She caft to vfe, both fit for hard emprize ; 250 

For thy, from that fame roome not to depart 
Till morrow next, (he did her felfe auize. 
When that fame Mafke againe (hould forth arize. 
The morrow next appeard with ioyous cheare^ 
Calling men to their daily exercize, 
Then fhe, as morrow frefh, her felfe did reare 

Out of her fecret iland, that day for to out weare. 

All that day (he outwore in wandering, 
And gazing on that Chambers qmament, 
Till that againe the fecond euening 260 

Her couero* with her fable veftiment, 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie (he hath blent : 
Then when the fecond watch was almoft paft, 
That brafen dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomarty as fhe had late forecafl. 

Neither of idle (hewes, nor of falfe charmes aghaft. 

So foone as (he was entred, round about 

She caft her eies, to fee what was become • 

. Of all thofe perfons, which fhe faw without : 
But lo, they flreight were vanifht all and fome, 270 
Ne liuing wight fhe faw in all that roome, 
Saue that fame woefull Ladie, both whofe hands 
Were bounden faft, that did her ill become, 
And her fmall waft girt round with yron bands, 

Vnto a brafen pillour, by the which fhe ftands. 

1.249,1 *'>*«>' is Ukere' in 1609: 1, 250, ^JUt'i 1. 251, 'rmtmu^i ^., 
, added after ''thy^ : L 252, *Jkee^ : L 254, ' marrvwe* : 1. 258, ^wamUrimg * 
is ' wondering* in 161 1 : 1. 266, ^ Ndher . . . ydUJhcwes*i 1. 267, ^raumd'z 
h 268, * SA€^ ': 1. 272, *La<fy* : L 274, *wq/li . . . raumd.* 
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And her before the vile Enchaunter fate, 
Figuring flraunge charaflers of his art, 
With lining blond he thofe chara£lers wrate, 
Dreadfully dropping from her dying hart, 
Seeming / transfixed with a cruell dart, 280 

And all perforce to make her him to loue. 
Ah who can loue the worker of her fmart ? 
A thoufand charmes he formerly did proue ; 

Yet thoufand charmes could not her ftedfaft heart re- 
moue. 

Soone as that virgin knight he faw in place. 
His wicked bookes in had he ouerthrew, 
Not caring his long labours to deface. 
And fiercely ronning to that Lady trew, 
A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew. 
The which he thought, for villeinous defpight, 290 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 
But the flout Damzell to him leaping light. 

His curfed hand withheld, and maiflered his might 

From her, to whom his fury firfl he ment, 
The wicked weapon rafhly he did wrefl, 
And turning to her felfe his fell intent, 
Vnwares it flrooke into her fnowie chefl. 
That little drops empurpled her faire brefl. 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew, 
Albe the wound were nothing deepe imprefl, 300 
And fiercely forth her mortall blade fhe drew. 

To giue him the reward for fuch vile outrage dew. 

L 278, 'biood'x L 2S8, 'running' I 1. 296, *to ttu nexC \ 1. 298, 

• litu: 
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So mightily fhe fmote him, that to ground 

He fell halfe dead ; next ftroke him ihould haue flabie, 

Had not the Lady, which by him ftood bound, 

Dernely vnto her called to abftaine, 

From doing him to dy. For elfe her paine 

Should be remedileffe, fith none but hee. 

Which wrought it, could the fame recure againe. 

Therewith (he flayd her hand, loth ftayd to bee ; 310 

For life (he him enuyde, and longed reuenge to fee. / 

And to him faid. Thou wicked man, whofe meed 
For fo huge mifchiefe, and vile villany 
Is death, or if that ought do death exceed, 
Be fure, that nought may faue thee from to dy, 
But if that thou this Dame doe prefently 
Redore vnto her health, and former (late ; 
This doe and Hue, elfe die vndoubtedly. 
He glad of life, that lookt for death but lat^ 

Did yield himfelfe right willing to prolong his date. 

And rifing vp, gan ftreight to ouerlooke, 321 

Thofe curfed leaues, his charmes backe to reuerfe ; 
Full dreadfull things out of that balefull booke 
He red, and meafur'd many a fad verfe, 
That horror gan the virgins hart to perfe. 
And her faire lockes vp (lared (lifTe on end, 
Hearing him thofe fame bloudy lines reherfe ; 
And all the while he red, (he did extend 

Her fword high ouer him, if ought he did o(rend. 

1. 506, *I>emly' : f^., < kim' in both '90 and '96, but * her* accepted 
from 1609 : ib^ ' ra/^'— misprinted 'called * in '96 : 1. 314, ' d&K * : L 318, 
*els dye'i I. 323, *tkmges* i L 325, *harrour' : 1. 326^ *Mkt* : L 327, 
* bloody: 
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Anon (he gan perceiue the houfe to quake, 330 

And all the dores to rattle round about ; 
Yet all that did not her difmaied make, 
Nor flacke her threatfull hand for daungers dout, 
But (till with ftedfaft eye and courage ftout 
Abode, to weet what end would come of all. 
At lad that mjghtie chaine, which round about 
Her tender wafle was wound, adowne gan fall. 

And that great brafen pillour broke in peeces fmall. 

The cruell fteele, which thrild her dying hart. 

Fell foilly forth, as of his owne accord, 340 

And the wyde wound, which lately did difpart 

Her bleeding breft, and riuen bowels gor'd. 

Was / clofed vp, as it had not bene bor'd. 

And euery part to fafety full found. 

As (he were neuer hurt, was foone reftor*d : 

Tho when (he felt her felfe to be vnbound, 

And perfefl hole, proftrate fhe fell vnto the ground. 

Before faire Britamart^ fhe fell proftrate, 

Saying, Ah noble knight, what worthy meed 
Can wretched Lady, quit from wofull ftate, 350 

Yield you in liew of this your gratious deed ? 
Your vertue felfe her owne reward (hall breed, 
Euen immortall praife, and glory wyde, 
Which I your vaflfall, by your proweffe freed, 
Shall through the vrorld make to be notifyde. 

And goodly well aduance, that goodly well was tryde. 

L 333, ^JUuk * : L 334, , after ^JlmU'i 1. 335, , after 'tew/,* not * AMi ': 
1. 343, ' beem fardel L 344, *f9wnd^^ and so ' fcr * in stanza's rhyme-words : 
1. 349, 'meidi'i L 350, *qmtt*i 1. 351, * iieu . . , gracumt* i 1. 353, 

VIL % 
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But Britomart vprearing her from ground. 
Said, Gentle Dame, reward enough I weene 
For many labours more, then I haue found, 
This, that in fafety now I haue you feene, 360 

And meane of your deliuerance haue beene : 
Henceforth faire Lady comfort to you take. 
And put away remembrance of late teene ; 
Indead thereof know, that your louing Make, 

I lath no lefTe griefe endured for your gentle fake. 

She was much cheard to heare him mentiond, 
Whom of all liuing wights (he loued beft. 
Then laid the noble Championeffe ftrong hond 
Vpon th'enchaunter, which had her diftreft 
So fore, and with foule outrages oppreft : 370 

With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygo 
He bound that pitteous Lady prifoner, now releft, 
Himfelfe fhe bound, more worthy to be fo, 

And captiue with her led to wretchedneffe and wo. 

Returning backe, thofe goodly roomes, which erft 
She faw fo rich and royally arrayd, 
Now vanifht vtterly, and cleane fubuerft 
She found, and all their glory quite deca)rd, 
That fight of fuch a chaunge her much difmayd. 
Thence forth defcending to that perlous Porch, 380 
Thofe dreadfull flames (he alfo found delayd, 

J- ZST^/Sffff^f*^' : 1. 360, *faf€tk'\ L 362, ^Lad'—sici 1. 363, ^remim- 
braunu^'. 1. 364, *InJlcd'i 1. 367, *wighUs'i L 371, * ygot' i 1. 375, 
* back . , . rowmes * : 1. 376, * Hey but corrected in * Faults efcaped,' 
Aiid so 1. 378 : 1^,, ^aray(V\ 1. 379, 'Aim,* but also corrected in * Fault** 
efcapc'J.' 
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And quenched quite, like a confumed torch, 
That erft all entrers wont fo cruelly to fcorch. 

More eafie iffew now, then entrance late 

She found : for now that fained dreadfuU flame. 

Which chokt the porch of that enchaunted gate, 

And paiTage bard to all, that thither came. 

Was vanifht quite, as it were not the fame. 

And gaue her leaue at pleafure forth to pafle. 

Th' Enchaunter felfe, which all that fraud did frame. 

To have effbrft the loue of that faire lafle, 391 

Seeing his worke now wafted deepe engrieued was. 

But when the viftoreffe arriued there. 

Where late fhe left the penfife Scudamore^ 
With her owne trufty Squire, both full of feare, 
Neither of them fhe found where fhe them lore : 
Thereat her noble hart was ftonifht fore ; 
But moft faire Amaret, whofe gentle fpright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which fhe before 
Conceiued had, to fee her owne deare knight, 400 

Being thereof beguyld was fild with new affright 

But he fad man, when he had long in drede 
Awayted there for Britotnarts returne, 

IL 384—410 in 1596 took the place of the stanzas which we add as an 
i^)pendix to this last canto of Book III. It will be observed that originally 
Sir Scndamore and Amoret had a happy meeting ; but in '96, when the 
Poet reprinted Books I. — III. to go along with the new volume of that year, 
he left out {ut supra) the last five stanzas of '90, and replaced them with 
the three new ones, 11. 584 — ^410. This was meant to connect the third book 
better with the fourth, and otherwise to improve the story. On this and 
the other alterations in 1596 edition from 1590, see our Life in Vol. I. 
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Yet faw her not nor figne of her good fpeed. 
His expectation to deTpaire did tume, 
Mifdeeming fure that her diofe flames did bume ; 
And / therefore gan aduize with her old Squire, 
Wlio her deare nourflings lofle no lefle did moume, 
Thence to depart lot further aid ^enquire : 409 

\\liere let them wend at will, whileft here I doe refpire. 



Caui.XIL^ FAERIE QVEENE. 37 



Stanzas in 1590 replaced in 1596 with Others. 

{See Foof-noii on L 384, p. 35.) 

At lad (he came vnto the place, where late 
She left Sir Scudatnour in great diftreflfe, 
Twixt dolour and defpight halfe defperate. 
Of his loues fuccour, of his owne redrelTe, 
And of the hardie BriUmtarts fucceflfe : 
There on the cold earth him now thrown (he found, 
In wilful anguifh, and dead heauinefle, 
And to him cald ; whofe voices knowen found 

Soone as he heard, himfelf he reared light from ground. 

There did he fee, that mod on earth him ioyd, i o 

His deareft loue, the comfort of his dayes, 
Whofe too long abfence him had fore annoyd, 
And wearied his life with dull delayes : 
Straight he vpflarted from the loathed layes, 
And to her ran with hafty egemefTe, 
Like as a Deare, that greedily embayes 
In the coole foile, after long thirilineife, 

Which he in chace endured hath, now nigh breathleife. 

Lightly he dipt her twixt his armes twaine, 

And ftreightly did embrace her body bright, 20 

Her body, late the prifon of fad paine. 

Now the fweet lodge of loue and deare delight : / 

L 4, ^fucctmr^ bat corrected in 'Faolts efcaped.' 
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But (he faire Lady onenxxnincn qnight 
Of huge affcctiofi, did in pleafore melt. 
And in fweete lanilhment pomd oat her fprigfat : 
Xo word they fpaJce, nor earthly thing they felt. 
But like tvo fenceles ilocks in long embracemet dwelt. 

Had >x them feene, jre woold have furely thought. 
That they had beene that (aire Hermaphrodite^ 
Which that rich Rotmam of white marble wrought, 30 
And in his coftly Bath caufd to bee fite : 
So feemd thofe two, as growne together quite. 
That Britcmart halfe enu>'ing their bpjeCTe, 
Was much empafllond in her gentle fprite. 
And to her felfe o(t \i'i(ht like hapjuneflfe : 

In vaine (he wi(ht, that fate n'ould let her yet poflfeflfe. 

• Thus doe Aofe louers with fweet counteruayle. 
Each other of loues bitter fruit defpoile. 
But now my teme begins to faint and fayle. 
All woxen wear}* of their ioumall toyle : 40 

Therefore I will their fweatie >x)kes aflToyle, 
At this fame furrowes end, till a new day : 
And ye faire fwayns, after your long turmoyle, 
Now ceafe your worfce, and at jrour pleafure play : 
Now ceafe your worke ; to morrow is an holy day. 

1. 35, : snbstituled for , of the originaL 
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Containing 

The Legend of Cambel and Telamond, 



OF FRIENDSHIP. 

THe nigged forhead that with graue forefight 
Welds kingdomes caufes, & affaires of ftate, 

I. t — net general title-page for thet«o votames of 1596 in Note, Vol. V., 
p. a. Vol. I. contained R I.— HI,, Vol. II., B. IV.— VI. As shown by 
tbe Various Keadingi, B. 1, — III, of 1^90 vere carefully revised by the 
Author for the new edition in 1596. Of B. IV.— VI. there waa no second 
edition during the Author's tifetime, and thus it lemains the only authorised 
text. Coaieqiiently, whUc the Various Readings of B. I.— III. inevitably 
claimed record as having been the Poet's own, there is no snch claim for 
■Aer-editions, as of 1609, 1611, etc But I have thought il expedient 
to place underneath inch variations in spelling, etc., of 1609, when the 
" Faerie QTeene" belonged lo MathewLownes (" At London / Printed by 
H. L. for Matfaew Lownes ") as are helpful or interesting. But our text is 
a^tbtnl reprodnctionorthat of 1596, save a very few conections, as noted 
in the places : I. 5i ' Ttlameiid^—to in '96 and 1609. In 1611 altered to 
'Triamond,' and aince accepted. On this and kindred points see the Life 
in VoL I. Sec C. II. 1. 383, tt frt^. : 1, g, ' S/ale ' 1609. Be it underalood 
that nnlettotbeiviseatatcdiajVariatlont are fetched from the folio of 1609. 
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My loofer rimes (I wote) doth ftiarply wite, i o 

For praif ing loue, as I haue done of late, 
And magnifying louers deare debate ; 
By which fraile youth is oft to foUie led, 
Through falfe allurement of that pleaf ing baite, 
That better were in vertues difcipled, 
Then with vaine poemes weeds to haue their fancies fed. 

Such ones ill iudge of loue, that cannot loue, 
Ne in their frofen hearts feele kindly flame : 
For thy, they ought not thing vnknowne reproue, 
Ne naturall affeflion faultlefTe blame, 20 

For fault of few that haue abufd the fame. 
For it of honor and all vertue is 
The roote, and brings forth glorious ilowres of fame, 
That crowne true louers with immortall blis, 

The meed of them that loue, and do not Hue amifle. 

Which who fo lift looke backe to former ages, 

And call to count the things that then were donne, 

Shall find, that all the workes of thofe wife fages. 

And braue exploits which great Heroes wonne, 

In loue were either ended or begunne : 30 

WitneflTe the father of Philofophie, 

Which to his Critias, ihaded oft from funne, 

Of loue full manie lefTons did apply, 

The which thefe Stoicke cenfours cannot well deny. 

To fuch therefore I do not fing at all, 

But to that facred Saunt my foueraigne Queene, 

L 13, , after ' wAuA * : 1. 19, * For^hy^ and so usually^, added. 
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In whofe chad bread all bountie naturall, 
And treafures of true loue enlocked beene, 
Boue all her fexe that euer yet was feene ; 
To her I f ing of loue, that loueth beft 40 

And bed is lou'd of all aliue I weene : 
To her this fong mod fitly is addred, 
The Queene of loue, & Prince of peace fro heauen bled. 

Which that die may the better deigne to heare, 
Do thou dred infant, Venus dearling doue, 
From her high fpirit chafe imperious feare, 
And vfe of awfull Maiedie remoue : 
In ded thereof with drops of melting loue, 
Deawd with ambrofiall kifles, by thee gotten 50 

From thy fweete fmyling mother from aboue, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage foden. 

That die may hearke to loue, and ^ade this lefibn oden. 

1. 52, misprinted ^Joficn \ 
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Cant. I I. 






Fayre BrUoniart fatus Amortt^ 

Dueffa difcord hfeedts 
Tiidxt Scudamour and Blandanwwr : 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 




OF louers fad calamities of old, 
Full many piteous flories doe remaine. 
But none more piteous euer was ytold, 
Then that of Amorets hart-binding chaine, 
And this of Florimels vnworthie paine : lO 

The deare compafTion of whofe bitter fit 
My foftened heart fo forely doth conftraine, 
That I with teares full oft doe pittie it, 
And oftentimes doe wifti it neuer had bene writ 

For from the time that Sauiamour her bought 
In perilous fight, fhe neuer ioyed day, 
A perilous fight when he with force her brought 
From twentie Knights, that did him all affay : 
Yet fairely well he did them all difmay : 
And with great glorie both the fhicld of loue, 20 
And eke the Ladie felfe he brought away. 



L I, — pp. 3*4 are numbered * 5-6/ and so onward in '96, 
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Whom hauing wedded as did him behoue, 
A new vnknowen mifchiefe did from him remoue. 

For that fame vile Enchauntour Bufyratiy 

The very felfe fame day that (he was wedded, 
Amidft the bridale feaft, whileft euery man 
Surcharged with wine, were heedlelTe and ill hedded./ 
All bent to mirth before the bride was bedded, 
Brought in that mafk of loue which late was (howen : 
And there the Ladie ill of friends befledded, 30 

By way of fport, as oft in mafkes is knowen, 

Conueyed quite away to liuing wight vnknowen. 

Seuen moneths he fo her kept in bitter fmart, 
Becaufe his f infull lufl (he would not feme, 
Vntill fuch time as noble Britomart 
Releafed her, that elfe was like to fterue. 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerue. 
And now (he is with her vpon the way, 
Marching in louely wife, that could deferue 
No fpot of blame, though fpite did oft affay 40 

To blot her with diftionor of fo faire a pray. 

Yet (hould it be a pleafant tale, to tell 
The diuerfe vfage and demeanure daint. 
That each to other made, as oft befell. 
For Amaret right fearefull was and faint. 
Left (he with blame her honor fhould attaint. 
That euerie word did tremble as (he fpake. 
And euerie looke was coy, and wondrous quaint, 
And euerie limbe that touched her did quake : 

Yet could (he not but curteous coutenance to her make. 
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For well the vift. as tme it was indeed, 5 1 

That her lines Lord and patrone of her health 
Right vdl defenied as his daefull meed. 
Her kxie, her Semioe, and her vtmoft wealth. 
All is his ioiUy, that all finedy dealth : 
NathkOe her honor dearer then her life. 
She fou^t to (ane, as thing referu'd from ftealth ; 
Die had flie lener widi Enchanters knife. 

Then to be £alfe in lone; profeft a virgine 



Thereto / her feare was made fo much the greater 
Through fine abufion of that Briton mayd : 
Wlio for to hide her fained fex the better. 
And mafke her wounded mind, both did and fayd 
Full many things fo doubtfull to be wayd. 
That wdl (he wift not what by them to gefle. 
For other whiles to her flie purpos made 
Of loue, and otherwhiles of luftfulnefle, 

That much ihe fcaid his mind would grow to fome ex- 
cefle. 

His ^^\\ (he feaid ; for him (he furely thought 

To be a man, fudi as indeed he feemed, 70 

And much the more, by that he lately wrought. 
When her (irom deadly thraldome he redeemed. 
For which no ferutce (he too much efteemed. 
Yet dread of (hame, and doubt of fowle di(honor 
Made her not yeeld fo much, as due (he deemed. 
Yet Briiomart attended duly on her. 

As well became a knight, and did to her all honor. 

It fo befell one euening, that they came 
Vnto a Caftell, lodged there to bee, 
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Where many a knight, and many a louely Dame 80 
Was then aflembled, deeds of armes to fee : 
Amongft all which was none more faire then fhee. 
That many of them mou'd to eye her fore. 
The cuftome of that place was fuch, that hee 
Which had no loue nor lemman there in (lore, 
Should either winne him one, or lye without the dore. 

Amongft the reft there was a iolly knight. 

Who being afked for his loue, auow'd 

That fatreft Amoret was his by right, 

And oiTred that to iuftifie alowd. / 

The warlike virgine feeing his fo prowd 90 

And boaftfull chalenge, wexed inUe wroth, 

But for the prefent did her anger flirowd ; 

And fayd, her loue to lofe (he was full loth, 
But either he fhould neither of them haue, or both. 

So foorth they went, and both together giufted ; 
But that fame younker foone was ouer throwne, 
And made repent, that he had rafhly lufted 
For thing vnlawfull, that was not his owne : 
Yet fince he feemed valiant, though vnknowne, 100 
She that no lefTe was courteous then ftout, 
Caft how to falue^ that both the cuftome ftiowne 
Were kept, and yet that Knight not locked out ; 

That feem'd full hard t'accord two things fo far in dout. 

The Senefchall was cal'd to deeme the right, 
Whom Ihe required, that firft fayre Amoret 
Might be to her allow'd, as to a Knight, 
That did her win and free from chalenge fet : 

L loi, 1609 badly miqirmts *cmrUomamdflomt*\ L 103, ; for , accepted. 
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Which ftraight to her was yeelded without let (quitted, 
Then fince that (Irange Knights loue from him was 
She claim'd that to her felfe, as Ladies det, ill 

He as a Knight might iuftly be admitted ; 
So none fhould be out (hut, f ith all of loues were fitted. 

With that her gliftring helmet fhe vnlaced ; 

Which doft, her golden lockes, that were vp bound 
Still in a knot, vnto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a f ilken veile in compafle round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound ; 
Like as the (hining fkie in fummers night. 
What time the dayes with fcorching heat abound. 
Is creafted all with lines of firie light. 

That it prodigious feemes in common peoples fight 

Such / when thofe Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement fmit. 
And euery one gan grow in fecret dout 
Of this and that, according to each wit : 
Some thought that fome enchantment faygned it ; 
Some, that Bellona in that warlike wife 
To them appeared, with fhield and armour fit ; 1 30 
Some, that it was a mafke of ftrange difg^ife ; 

So diuerfely each one did fundrie doubts deuife. 

But that young Knight, which through her gentle deed 
Was to that goodly fellowftiip reftor'd, 
Ten thoufand thankes did yeeld her for her meed. 
And doubly ouercommen, her ador*d : 
So did they all their former ftrife accord ; 
And eke fayre Amoret now freed from feare, 
More franke affeAion did to her afford, 
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And to her bed, which (he was wont forbeare, 
Now freely drew, and found right fafe afTurance theare. 

Where all that night they of their loues did treat, 141 
And hard aduentures twixt themfelues alone, 
That each the other gan with pafTion great, 
And griefuU pittie priuately bemone. 
The morow next fo foone as Titan fhone, 
They both vprofe, and to their waies them dight : 
Long wandred they, yet neuer met with none. 
That to their willes could them direft aright, 

Or to them tydings tell, that mote their harts delight. 

Lo thus they rode, till at the laft they fpide 150 

Two armed Knights, that toward them did pace. 
And ech of them had ryding by his fide 
A Ladie, feeming in fo farre a fpace, / 
But Ladies none they were, albee in face 
And outward fhew faire femblance they did beare ; 
For vnder mafke of beautie and good grace, 
Vile treafon and fowle falfliood hidden were, 

That mote to none but to the warie wife appeare. 

The one of them the falfe Dueffa hight, 

That now had chang'd her former wonted hew : 1 60 

For fhe could d'on fo manie fhapes in fight, 

As euer could Cameleon colours new ; 

So could fhe forge all colours, faue the trew. 

The other no whit better was then fhee. 

But that fuch as fhe was, fhe plaine did fhew ; 

Yet otherwife much worfe, if worfe might bee. 
And dayly more offenfiue vnto each degree. 

!• I44» *srU/€'/uil*i 1. 147, *wi^,* 
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Her name was Ate^ mother of debate, 
And all diflention, which doth dayly grow 
Amongfl fraile men, that many a publike (late 170 
And many a priuate oft doth ouerthrow. 
Her falfe Dueffa who full well did know, 
To be moft fit to trouble noble knights. 
Which hunt for honor, raifed from below, 
Out of the dwellings of the damned fprights. 

Where (he in darknes waftes her curfed dales & nights. 

Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is. 

There whereas all the plagues and harmes abound, 

Which punifh wicked men, that walke amiflfe : 

It is a darkfome delue farre vnder ground, 180 

With thomes and barren brakes enuirond round, 

That none the fame may eaf ily out win ; 

Yet many waies to enter may be found. 

But none to iiTue forth when one is in : 

For difcord harder is to end then to begin. 

And / all within the riuen walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times forepaft, 
AH which the fad eife^ls of difcord fung : 
There were rent robes, and broken fcepters plaft. 
Altars defyl'd, and holy things defaft, 1 90 

Diffhiuered fpeares, and (hields ytome in twaine, 
Great cities ranfackt, and ibrong caftles raft, 
Nations captiued, and huge armies flaine : 

Of all which mines there fome relicks did remaine. 

There was the f igne of antique Babylon, 

Of fatall Thebes, of Rome that raigned long, 

L 179, : for , — ftooeptecL 
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Of facred Salem and fad Ilion 
For memorie of which on high there hong 
The golden Apple, caufe of all their wrong, 
For which the three faire Goddeffes did ftriue : 200 
There alfo was the name of Nimrod ftrong. 
Of Alexander^ and his Princes fiue, 
Which fhar'd to them the fpoiles that he had got aliue. 

And there the relicks of the drunken fray, 
The which amongft the Lapithees befell, 
And of the bloodie feafl^ which fent away 
So many Centaures drunken foules to hell, 
That vnder great Alcides furie fell : 
And of the dreadfuU difcord, which did driue 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell : 210 

That each of life fought others to depriue, 

All mindlefTe of the Golden fleece, which made them 

ftriue. 

And eke of priuate perfons many moe. 

That were too long a worke to count tliem all ; 
Some of fwome friends, that did their faith forgoe ; 
Some of borne brethren, prov'd vnnaturall ; / 
Some of deare louers, foes perpetuall : 
Witneffe their broken bandes there to be feene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres defpoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene, 220 

As plaine as at the firft, when they were frefh and greene. 

Such was her houfe within ; but all without, 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes, 
Which fhe her felfe had fowen all about, 
Now growen great, at firft of little feedes, 

L 199, ^cau/i . • • wrong^ in ( )• 
VII. A 
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The feedes of euill wordes, and factious deedes ; 
Which when to ripeneffe due they growen arre, 
Bring foorth an infinite increafe, that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble and contentious iarre, 
The which moft often end in bloudfhed and in warre. 230 

And thofe fame curfed feedes doe alfo feme 
To her for bread, and yeeld her liuing food : 
For h'fe it is to her, when others fterue 
Through mifchieuous debate, and deadly feood. 
That flie may fucke their life, and drinke their blood, 
With which (he from her childhood had bene fed. 
For fhe at firft was borne of hellifh brood, 
And by infernall furies nourifhed, 

That by her monftrous fhape might eaf ily be red. 

Her face moft fowle and filthy was to fee, 240 

With fquinted eyes contrarie wayes intended. 
And loathly mouth, vnmeete a mouth to bee. 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended, 
And wicked wordes that God and man offended : 
Her lying tongue was in two parts diuided, 
And both the parts did fpeake, and both contended ; 
And as her tongue, fo was her hart difcided. 

That neuer thoght one thing, but doubly ftil was guided. 

Als / as (he double fpake, fo heard (he double, 

With matchlelTe eares deformed and diftort, 250 

Fild with falfe rumors and feditious trouble. 
Bred in affemblies of the vulgar fort, 
That ftill are led with euery light report. 
And as her eares fo eke her feet were odde, 
And much vnlike, th'one long, the other (hort, 
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And both mifplaft ; that when th'one forward yode, 
The other backe retired, and contrarie trode. 

Likewife vnequall were her handes twaine, 
That one did reach, the other pufht away, 
That one did make, the other mard againe, 260 

And fought to bring all things vnto decay ; 
Whereby great riches gathered manie a day, 
She in fhort fpace did often bring to nought, 
And their poffeffours often did difmay. 
For all her ftudie was and all her thought. 

How fhe might ouerthrow the things that Concord 
wrought 

So much her malice did her might furpas, 
That euen th'Almightie felfe (he did maligne, 
Becaufe to man fo mercifuU he was. 
And vnto all his creatures fo benigne, 270 

Sith fhe her felfe was of his grace indigne : 
For all this worlds faire workmanfhip (he tride, 
Vnto his laft confuf ion to bring. 
And that great golden chaine quite to diuidc, 

With which it bleifed Concord hath together tide. 

Such was that hag, which with Diujfa roade. 
And feruing her in her malitious vfe, 
To hurt good knights, was as it were her baude, 
To fell her borrowed beautie to abufe. / 
For though like withered tree, that wanteth iuyce, 280 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late. 
As fre(h and fragrant as the iloure deluce 
She was become, by chaunge of her eftate, 

And made full goodly ioyance to her new found mate. 
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Her mate he was a iollie youthful! knight, 
That bore great fway in armes and chiualrie, 
And was indeed a man of mickle might : 
His name was Blandamour^ that did defcrie 
His fickle mind full of inconftancie. 
And now himfelfe he fitted had rig^t well, 290 

With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithleffe Dtieffa^ and falfe Paridell, 

That whether were more falfe, full hard it is to tell. 

Now when this gallant with his goodly crew, 
From farre efpide the famous Britomart^ 
Like knight aduenturous in outward vew. 
With his faire paragon, his conquefts part, 
Approching nigh, eftfoones his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, and iefting fayd ; 
Lo there Sir Paridel^ for your defart 300 

Good lucke prefents you with yond louely mayd, 

For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd. 

By that the louely paire drew nigh to hond : 
Whom when as Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albee in heart he like affeftion fond, 
Yet mindfull how he late by one was feld. 
That did thofe armes and that fame fcutchion weld, 
He had fmall lull to buy his loue fo deare, 
But anfwerd. Sir him wife I neuer held. 
That hauing once efcaped perill neare, 310 

Would afterwards afrefli the (leeping euill reare. 

This / knight too late his manhood and his might, 
I did affay, that me right dearely cofl, 

1. 297, * his conquefts part^ in ( ). 
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Ne lift I for reuenge prouoke new fight, 
Ne for light Ladies loue, that foone is loft. 
The hot-fpurre youth fo fcorning to be croft, 
Take then to you this Dame of mine (quoth hee) 
And I without your perill or your coft, 
Will chalenge yond fame other for my fee : 
So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him fcarce could 
fee. 

The warlike Britoneffe her foone addreft, 321 

And with fuch vncouth welcome did receaue 
Her fayned Paramour, her forced gueft. 
That being forft his faddle foone to leaue. 
Him felfe he did of his new loue deceaue : 
And made him felfe th'enfample of his foUie. 
Which done, (he paffed forth not taking leaue, 
And left him now as fad, as whilome iollie. 

Well warned to beware with whom he dar'd to dallie. 

Which when his other companie beheld, 330 

They to his fuccour ran with readie ayd : 
And finding him vnable once to weld, 
They reared him on horfebacke, and vpftayd. 
Till on his way they had him forth conuayd : 
And all the way with wondrous griefe of mynd. 
And (hame, he fhewd him felfe to be difmayd. 
More for the loue which he had left behynd, 

Then that which he had to Sir Paridel refynd. 

NathlefTe he forth did march well as he might, 

And made good femblance to his companie, 340 

L 338, • refign^d: 
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Diflembling his difeafe and euill plight ; 
Till that ere long they chaunced to efpie 
Two other knights, that towards them did ply / 
With fpeedie courfe, as bent to chai^ them new. 
Whom when as Blandamour approching nie, 
Perceiu'd to be fuch as they feemd in vew, 
He was full wo, and gan his former griefe renew. 

For th'one of them he perfeftly defcride, 
To be Sir Scudamour^ by that he bore 
The God of loue, with wings difplayed wide, 350 
Whom mortally he hated euermore. 
Both for his worth, that all men did adore, 
And eke becaufe his loue he wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it grieued him full fore. 
That through the brufes of his former fight, 

He now vnable was to wreake his old defpight 

For thy, he thus to Paridel befpake, 

Faire Sir, of friendfhip let me now you pray. 

That as I late aduentured for your fake. 

The hurts whereof me now from battell ftay, 360 

Ye will me now with like good tume repay, 

And iuftifie my caufe on yonder knight 

Ah Sir (faid Paridel) do not difmay 

Your felfe for this, my felfe will for you fight. 

As ye haue done for me : the left hand rubs the right. 

With that he put his fpurres vnto his fteed, 
With fpeare in reft, and toward him did fare, 

!• 343» '96 mispunctuates a period after */fy* : 1. 352, Uhat . . . adore ' 
in ( ) : 1. 357, , added after *M^ ' : L 363, * I ' after *Sir,\ 
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Like fhaft out of a bow preuenting fpeed. 
But Scudamour was fhortly well aware 
Of his approch, and gan him felfe prepare 370 

Him to receiue with entertainment meete. 
So furioufly they met, that either bare 
The other downe vnder their horfes feete, 
That what of them became, themfelues did fcarfly 
weete. 

As / when two billowes in the Irifh fowndes, 
Forcibly driuen with contrarie tydes 
Do meete together, each abacke rebowndes 
With roaring rage ; and dafhing on all fides, 
That filleth all the fea with fome, diuydes 
The doubtfuU current into diuers wayes : 3 80 

So fell thofe two in fpight of both their prydes, 
But Scudamoiir himfelfe did foone vprayfe, 

And mounting light his foe for lying long vpbrayes. 

Who rolled on an heape lay ftill in fwound. 
All carelefTe of his taunt and bitter rayle, 
Till that the reft him feeing lie on ground, 
Ran haiiily, to weete what did him ayle. 
^'hcre finding that the breath gan him to fayle, 
With bufie care they ftroue him to awake, 
And doft his helmet, and vndid his mayle : 390 

So much they did, that at the laft they brake 

His flomber, yet fo mazed, that he nothing fpake. 

Which when as Blandafnour beheld, he fayd, 
Falfe faitour Scudamour^ that haft by flight 
And foule aduantage this good Knight difmayd, 
A Knight much better then thy felfe b*hight, 
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Well fallcs it thee that I am not in plight 
This day, to wreake the dammage by thee donne : 
Such is thy wont, that ftill when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doeft him ouerronne : 400 
So haft thou to thy felfe falfe honour often wonne. 

He little anfwer d, but in manly heart 
His mightie indignation did forbeare, 
Which was not yet fo fecret, but fome part 
Thereof did in his frouning face appeare : / 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous ftorme, is by the Northeme blaft 
Quite ouerblowne, yet doth not pafTe fo cleare, 
But that it all the (kie doth ouercaft 

With darknes dred, and threatens all the world to 
waft. 

Ah gentle knight then falfe Dueffa fayd, 411 

Why do ye ftriue for Ladies loue fo fore, 
Whofe chiefe defire is loue and friendly aid 
Mongft gentle Knights to nourifli euermore ? 
Ne be ye wroth Sir Scudamour therefore, 
That (he your loue lift loue another knight, 
Ne do your felfe didike a whit the more ; 
For Loue is free, and led with felfe delight, 

Ne will enforced be with maifterdome or might 

So falfe Dueffa^ but vile Ate thus ; 420 

Both foolifh knights, I can but laugh at both, 
That ftriue and ftorme with ftirre outrageous, 
For her that each of you alike doth loth, 

L 416, * Loue.* 
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And loues another, with whom now (he go'th 
In louely wife, and fleepes, and fports, and playea ; 
Whileft both you here with many a curfed oth, 
Sweare (he is yours, and ftirre vp bloudie frayes, 
To win a willow bough, whilefl other weares the 
bayes. 

Vile hag (fayd Scudamour) why doft thou lye ? 

And falfly feekil a vertuous wight to fhame ? 430 
Fond knight (fayd (he) the thing that with this eye 
I faw, why (hould I doubt to tell the fame ? 
Then tell (quoth Blandamour) and feare no blame. 
Tell what thou faw*(l, maulgre who fo it heares. 
I faw (quoth (he) a ftranger knight, whofe name 
I wote not well, but in his (hield he beares 

(That well I wote) the heads of many broken fpeares. 

I faw / him haue your Amoret at will, 
I faw him ki(re, I faw him her embrace, 
I faw him (leepe with her all night his fill, 440 

All manie nights, and manie by in place. 
That prefent were to teftifie the cafe. 
Which when as Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild with inward griefe, as when in chace 
The Parthian ftrikes a (lag with (hiuering dart, 

The beaft a(loni(ht (lands in middeft of his fmart 

So (lood Sir Scudamour^ when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to fpeake for great difmay, 
But lookt on Glauce grim, who woxe afeard 
Of outrage for the words, which (he heard fay, 450 

1. 424, ' goUh* — accepted for *goth ' of '96. 
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Albee vntrue ftie wift them by aflay. 
But Blandamoury whenas he did efpie 
His chaunge of cheere, that anguiih did bewray, 
He woxe full blithe, as he had got thereby, 
And gan thereat to triumph without vi6lorie. 

Lo recreant (fayd he) the fruitlefle end 

Of thy vaine boaft, and fpoile of loue mifgotten, 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou doft (hend, 
And all true louers with difhonor blotten, 
All things not rooted well, will foone be rotten. 460 
Fy fy falfe knight (then falfe Duejfa cryde) 
Vnworthy life that loue with guile haft gotten, 
Be thou, where euer thou do go or ryde. 

Loathed of ladies all, and of all knights defyde. 

But Scudamour for paflfing great defpight 
Staid not to anfwer, fcarcely did refraine. 
But that in all thofe knights and ladies fight. 
He for reuenge had guiltleflfe Glance flaine : / 
But being paft, he thus began amaine ; 
Falfe traitour fquire, falfe fquire, of falfeft knight, 470 
Why doth mine hand from thine auenge abftaine, 
Whofe Lord hath done my loue this foule defpight ? 

Why do I not it wreake, on thee now in my might ? 

Difcourteous, difloyall Britamart^ 

Vntrue to God, and vnto man vniuft, 
What vengeance due can equall thy defart, 
That haft with fhamefuU fpot of f infull luft 

1. 460, . for ;— accepted : L 465, *for . • . dt/Jd^hi * in ( ). 
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Defird the pledge committed to thy truft ? 
Let vgly (hame and endlelTe infamy 
Colour thy name with foule reproaches ruft. 480 
Yet thou falfe Squire his fault fhalt deare aby, 
And with thy punifhment his penance fhalt fupply. 

The aged Dame him feeing fo enraged, 

Was dead with feare, nathlede as neede required, 

His flaming furie fought to haue aiTuaged 

With fober words, that fuflerance defired, 

Till time the tryall of her truth expyred : 

And euermore fought Britatnart to cleare. 

But he the more with furious rage was fyred, 

And thrife his hand to kill her did vpreare, 490 

And thrife he drew it backe : fo did at laft forbeare. 
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I ^^ Blandamour wintus falfe Fhrtmdl^ «Ib I 

It 



Blandamour winnes falfe FhrimeU^ 

ParideUfor herjlriuis^ 
They are accordid : Agape 

doth lengthen her/mnes liues. 
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Firebrand of hell, firft tynd in Phlegeton, 
By thoufand furies, and from thence out throwen 
Into this world, to worke confuflon, 
And fet it all on fire by force vnknowen, 
Is wicked difcord, whofe fmall fparkes once blowen lo 
None but a God or godlike man can flake ; 
Such as was Orpheus^ that when ftrife was growen 
Amongft thofe famous ympes of Greece, did take 
His filuer Harpe in hand, and fhortly friends them make. 

Or fuch as that celeftiall Pfalmift was, 

That when the wicked feend his Lord tormented. 

With heauenly notes, that did all other pas, 

The outrage of his furious fit relented. 

Such Muf icke is wife words with time concented, 

To moderate flifie minds, difpofd to ftriue : 20 

Such as that prudent Romane well inuented, 

L 6, , after ' hdP — accepted : 1. 9, ^fy • • • vnknown^ in ( ). 
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What time his people into partes did riue, 
Them reconcyld againe, and to their homes did driue. 

Such vf 'd wife Glauce to that wrathfull knight, 
To calme the temped of his troubled thought : 
Yet Blandamaur with termes of foule defpight^ 
And Paridell her fcomd, and fet at nought, / 
As old and crooked and not good for ought 
Both they vnwife, and warelefTe of the euill, 
That by themfelues vnto themfelues is wrought, 30 
Through that falfe witch, and that foule aged dreuill, 

The one a feend, the other an incarnate deuill 

With whom as they thus rode accompanide, 
They were encountred of a luftie Knight, 
That had a goodly Ladie by his fide, 
To whom he made great dalliance and delight 
It was to weete the bold Sir Ferraugh hight, 
He that from Braggadocchio whilome reft 
The fnowy Florimell, whofe beautie bright 
Made him feeme happie for fo glorious theft ; 40 

Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft 

Which when as Blandamour^ whofe fancie light 
Was alwaies flitting as the wauering wind. 
After each beautie, that appeard in fight. 
Beheld, eftfoones it prickt his wanton mind 
With fting of luft, that reafons eye did blind, 
That to Sir Paridell thefe words he fent ; 
Sir knight why ride ye dumpifti thus behind, 
Since fo g^ood fortune doth to you prefent 

So fayre a fpoyle, to make you ioyous meriment ? 50 

IL 42—44, ' whofe . . . fight * in ( ). 
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But Paridell that had too late a tryall 
Of the bad ifTue of his counfell vaine, 
Lift not to hearke, but made this faire denyall ; 
Laft tume was mine, well proued to my paine, 
This now be yours, God fend you better gaine. 
Whofe fcoflTed words he taking halfe in fcorne, 
Fiercely forth prickt his fteed as in difdaine, 
Againft that Knight, ere he him well could torne 

By meancs whereof he hath him lightly ouerborne. 

Who / with the fudden ftroke aftonifht fore, 60 

Vpon the ground a while in flomber lay ; 

The whiles his loue away the other bore. 

And (hewing her, did Paridell vpbray ; 

Lo fluggifh Knight the vi£lors happie pray : 

So fortune friends the bold : whom Paridell 

Seeing fo faire indeede, as he did fay. 

His hart with fecret enuie gan to fwell, 
And inly grudge at him, that he had fped fo well. 

NathlefTe proud man himfelfe the other deemed, 

Hauing fo peereleffe paragon j^ot : 70 

For fure the fayreft Florimell him feemed. 
To him was fallen for his happie lot, 
Whofe like aliue on earth he weened not : 
Therefore he her did court, did feme, did wooe, 
With humbleft fuit that he imagine mot, 
And all things did deuife, and all things dooe. 

That might her loue prepare, and liking win theretoo. 

She in regard thereof him recompenft 

With golden words, and goodly countenance, 

1.62, 'Limt'x L66, «« . . ./iy»m(). 
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And fuch fond fauours fparingly difpcnft : 80 

Sometimes him bleiTing with a light eye-glance, 
And coy lookes tempting with loofe dalliance ; 
Sometimes eftranging him in fterner wife, 
That hauing cail him in a foolifh trance, 
He feemed brought to bed in Paradife, 
And prou'd himfelfe mod foole, in what he feem'd mod 
wife. 

So great a miftreffe of her art (he was, 
And perfeftly praftiz'd in womans craft, 
That though therein himfelfe he thought to pas, 
And by his falfe allurements wylie draft,/ 90 

Had thoufand women of their loue beraft. 
Yet now he was furpriz'd : for that falfe fpright, 
Which that fame witch had in this forme engraft, 
Was fo expert in euery fubtile flight. 

That it could ouerreach the wifeft earthly wight. 

Yet he to her did dayly feruice more, 

And dayly more deceiued was thereby ; 

Yet Paridell him enuied therefore. 

As feeming plaft in fole felicity : 

So blind is lull, falfe colours to defcry. 1 00 

But Ate foone difcouering his defire, 

And finding now fit opportunity 

To ftirre vp ftrife, twixt loue and fpight and ire, 
Did priuily put coles vnto his fccret fire. 

By fundry meancs thereto flie prickt him forth. 

Now with remembrance of thofe fpightfull fpeaches, 

1. 103, , after * tlrifel * ^^^y 'fpig^^^ and ' in: 
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Now with opinion of his owne more worth, 
Now with recounting of like former breaches 
Made in their friendlhip, as that Hag him teaches : 
And euer when his pafTion is allayd, 1 1 o 

She it reuiues and new occaf ion reaches : 
That on a time as they together way'd, 
He made him open chalenge, and thus boldly fayd. 

Too boaftfull Blandamour^ too long I beare 
The open wrongs, thou doeft me day by day ; 
Well know'ft thou, whe we friendlhip firft did fweare, 
The couenant was, that euery fpoyle or pray 
Should equally be (hard betwixt vs tway : 
Where is my part then of this Ladie bright, 
Whom to thy felfe thou takefl quite away ? 120 

Render therefore therein to me my right, 

Or anfwere for thy wrong, as (hall fall out in fight 

Exceeding / wroth thereat was Blandamcur^ 

And gan this bitter anfwere to him make ; 

Too foolifh Paridell^ that fayreft floure 

Wouldft gather faine, and yet no paines wouldft take : 

But not fo eaf ie will I her forfake ; 

This hand her wonne, this hand Khali her defend. 

With that they gan their (hiuering fpeares to (hake, 

And deadly points at cithers breaft to bend, 130 
ForgetfuU each to haue bene euer others frend. 

Their fine Steedes with fo vntamed forfe 
Did beare them both to fell auenges end. 
That both their fpeares with pitileffe remorfe, 
Through (hield and mayle, and haberieon did wend, 

1. 11$, ; for ,— accepted ; 1. 135, • haherftonJ' 
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And in their flefli a griefly paiTage rend. 
That with the furie of their o^vne affret, 
Each other horfe and man to ground did fend ; 
Where lying ftill a while, both did forget (fet. 

The perilous prefent ftownd, in which their Hues were 

As when two warlike Brigandines at fea, 141 

With murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight, 
Doe meete together on the watry lea. 
They (lemme ech other with fo fell defpight, 
That with the fhocke of their owne heedleffe might. 
Their wooden ribs are fhaken nigh a fonder ; 
They which from fhore behold the dreadfull fight 
Of flafhing fire, and heare the ordenance thonder, 

Do greatly ftand amaz'd at fuch vnwonted wonder. 

At length they both vpftarted in amaze ; 150 

As men awaked rafhly out of dreme. 
And round about themfelues a while did gaze, 
Till feeing her, that Florinull did feme, / 
In doubt to whom fhe vi£lorie fhould deeme. 
Therewith their dulled fprights they edgd anew, 
And drawing both their fwords with rage extreme. 
Like two mad maftiffes each on other flew, (hew. 

And fhields did (hare, & mailes did rafh, and helmes did 

So furioufly each other did aflayle, 

As if their foules they would attonce haue rent 1 60 
Out of their brefts, that ftreames of bloud did rayle 
Adowne, as if their fprings of life were fpent ; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was fprent. 
And all their armours ftaynd with bloudie gore, 
Yet fcarcely once to breath would they relent, 

VlL 5 
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So mortall was their malice and fo fore. 
Become of fayned friendfhip which they vow'd afore. 

And that which is for Ladies mod befitting, 
To flint all flrife, and fofler friendly peace, 
Was from thofe Dames fo farre and fo vnfitting, 170 
As that in ftead of praying them furceafe, 
They did much more their cruelty encreafe ; 
Bidding them fight for honour of their loue, 
And rather die then Ladies caufe releafe. 
With which vaine termes fo much they did th€ moue, 

That both refolu'd the lafl extremities to proue. 

There they I weene would fight vntill this day, 
Had not a Squire, euen he the Squire of Dames, 
By great aduenture trauelled that way ; 
Who feeing both bent to fo bloudy games, i8c 

And both of old well knowing by their names, 
Drew nigh, to weete the caufe of their debate : 
And firfl laide on thofe Ladies thoufand blames, 
That did not feeke t'appeafe their deadly hate. 

But gazed on their harmes, not pittying their eflate. 

And / then thofe Knights he humbly did befeech, 
To flay their hands, till he a while had fpoken : 
Who lookt a little vp at that his fpeech, 
Yet would not let their battell fo be broken. 
Both greedie fiers on other to be wroken. 190 

Yet he to them fo eameflly did call. 
And them coniur'd by fome well knowen token, 

1. 168, misprinted * bf/itUng'' m '96: 1. 177, * I toecfic* in ( ), and so 
1. 178, *«/.7i . . . Dames,* 
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That they at laft their wrothfull hands let fall, 
Content to heare him fpeake, and glad to reft withall. 

Firft he def ir'd their caufe of ftrife to fee : 
They faid, it was for ioue of FlaritneU, 
Ah gentle knights (quoth he) how may that bee, 
And fhe fo farre aftray, as none can tell. 
Fond Squire, full angry then fayd Paridell^ 
Seeft not the Ladie there before thy face ? 200 

He looked backe, and her aduizing well, 
Weend as he faid, by that her outward grace. 

That fayreft FlorinuU was prefent there in place. 

Griad man was he to fee that ioyous fight, 
For none aliue but io/d in Floritnell^ 
And lowly to her lowting thus behight ; 
Fayreft of faire, that fairenefle doeft excell. 
This happie day I haue to greete you well, 
In which you fafe I fee, whom thoufand late, 
Mifdoubted loft through mifchiefe that befell ; 210 
Long may you Hue in health and happie ftate. 

She litle anfwer'd him, but lightly did aggrate. 

Then turning to thofe Knights, he gan a new ; 
And you Sir Blandamour and Paridell, 
That for this Ladie prefent in your vew, 
Haue rayf'd this cruell warre and outrage fell, / 
Certes me feemes bene not aduifed well. 
But rather ought in friendfliip for her fake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repell, 

IL 196, 198, and 2x1, . for |— accepted : 1. 197, ^ quoth lu' in ( ): 
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That feeke perforce her from you both to take, 220 
And of your gotten fpoyle their owne triumph to make. 

Thereat Sir Blandanwur with countenance fteme, 
All full of wrath, thus fiercely him befpake ; 
A read thou Squire, that I the man may leame. 
That dare fro me thinke Florimell to take. 
Not one (quoth he) but many doe partake 
Herein, as thus. It lately fo befell, 
That Satyran a girdle did vptake. 
Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell^ 

Which for her fake he wore, as him befeemed well. 230 

But when as fhe her felfe was loft and gone, 
Full many knights, that loued her like deare, 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That loft faire Ladies ornament fhould weare, 
And gan therefore clofe fpight to him to beare : 
Which he to (hun, and ftop vile enuies fting, 
Hath lately cauf 'd to be proclaimed each where 
A folemne feaft, with publike tumeying, 

To which all knights with them their Ladies are to 
bring. 

And of them all (he that is fayreft found, 240 

Shall haue that golden girdle for reward. 
And of thofe Knights who is moft ftout on ground, 
Shall to that faireft Ladie be prefard. 
Since therefore (he her felfe is now your ward, 
To you that ornament of hers pertaines, 
Againft all thofe, that chalenge it to gard. 
And faue her honour with your ventrous paines ; 

That (liall you win more glory, then ye here find gaines. 
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SVhen / they the reafon of his words had hard, 

They gan abate the rancour of their rage, 250 

And with their honours and their loues regard, 

The furious flames of malice to afTwage. 

Tho each to other did his faith engage. 

Like faithfull friends thenceforth to ioyne in one 

With all their force, and battell ftrong to wage 

Gainfl: all thofe knights, as their profeffed fone, 

That chaleng'd ought in Florimell^ faue they alone. 

So well accorded forth they rode together 
In friendly fort, that lafled but a while; 
And of all old diflikes they made faire weather, 260 
Yet all was forg'd and fpred with golden foyle. 
That vnder it hidde hate and hollow guyle. 
Ne certes can that friendfliip long endure. 
How euer gay and goodly be the ftyle. 
That doth ill caufe or euiil end enure : 

For vertue is the band, that bindeth harts mod fure. 

Thus as they marched all in clofe difguife, 
Of fayned loue, they chaunft to ouertake 
Two knights, that lincked rode in louely wife. 
As if they fecret counfels did partake ; 270 

And each not farre behinde him had his make, 
To weete, two Ladies of moft goodly hew. 
That twixt themfelues did gentle purpofe make 
VnmindfuU both of that difcordfull crew. 

The which with fpeedie pace did after them purfew. 

Who as they now approched nigh at hand. 
Deeming them doughtie as they did appeare, 
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They fent that Squire afore, to vnderftand, 
What mote they be : who viewing them more neare/ 
Returned readie newes, that thofe fame weare 280 
Two of the proweft Knights in Faery lond ; 
And thofe two Ladies their two louers deare, 
Couragious Cambell^ and ftout Trianwndy 
With Canacee and Cambine linckt in louely bond. 

Whylome as antique ftories tellen vs, 

Thofe two were foes the felloneft on ground, 
And battell made the dreddefl daungerous, 
That euer flirilling trumpet did refound ; 
Though now their afts be no where to be found, 
As that renowmed Poet them compyled, ^ 290 
With warlike numbers and Heroicke found, 
Dan Chaucer^ well of Englifh vndefyled. 

On Fames etemall beadroll worthie to be fyled. 

But wicked Time that all good thoughts doth wafte. 
And workes of nobleft wits to nought out weare, 
That famous moniment hath quite defafte, 
And robd the world of threafure endleffe deare, 
The which mote haue enriched all vs heare. 
O curfed Eld the cankerworme of writs, 
How may thefe rimes, fo rude as doth appeare, 300 
Hope to endure, fith workes of heauenly wits 

Are quite deuourd, and brought to nought by little bits? 

Then pardon, O moft facred happie fpirit, 
That I thy labours loft may thus reuiue, 

L 280, p. 30 is misnumbered * 28 ' here in '96, and so p. 31 is ' 29 *: 1. 283, 
* Trianiond^ — this is the first occnnence of the n&me for * Telattiond^ of 
C. I., Introduction 1. 5 : 1. 292, * Well , . . vncUfikd' in ( ) : L 299, 
•!' after * Eld* : 1. 300, 'fo . . . aj^are' in ( ). 
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And fteale from thee the meede of thy due merit, 
That none durft euer whileft thou waft aliue, 
And being dead in vaine yet many flriue : 
Ne dare I like, but through infuf ion fweete 
Of thine owne fpirit, which doth in me furuiue, 
I follow here the footing of thy feete, 3 1 o 

That with thy meaning fo I may the rather meete. 

Cambelloes j f ifter was fayre Canacee^ 

That was the leamedft Ladie in her dayes, 

Well feene in euerie fcience that mote bee, 

And euery fecret worke of natures wayes. 

In wittie riddles, and in wife foothfayes. 

In power of herbes, and tunes of beads and burds ; 

And, that augmented all her other prayfe, 

She modeil was in all her deedes and words, 

And wondrous chad of life, yet lou'd of Knights & 
Lords. 320 

Full many Lords, and many Knights her loucd. 
Yet fhe to none of them her liking lent, 
Ne euer was with fond affection moued, 
But rul'd her thoughts with goodly gouemement. 
For dread of blame and honours blemifhment ; 
And eke vnto her lookes a law fhe made. 
That none of them once out of order went, 
But like to wane Centonels well flayd. 

Still watcht on euery fide, of fecret foes affrayd. 

So much the more as fhe refufd to loue, 330 

So much the more fhe loued was and fought, 

1. 309, • which . . , /undue* in ( ) : 1. 318, 'thai . . , prayfe* in ( ). 
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That oftentimes vnquiet ftrife did moue 
Amongft her louers, and great quarrels wrought, 
That oft for her in bloudie armes they fought 
Which whenas Cambell^ that was (lout and wife, 
Perceiu'd would breede great mifchiefe, he bethought 
How to preuent the perill that mote rife. 
And turne both him and her to honour in this wife. 

One day, when all that troupe of warlike wooers 
Aflembled were, to weet whofe fhe fliould bee, 340 
All mightie men and dreadfuU derring dooers, 
(The harder it to make them well agree) / 
Amongft them all this end he did decree ; 
That of them all, which loue to her did make, 
They by confent (hould chofe the ftouteft three, 
That with himfelfe fhould combat for her fake. 

And of them all the viftour fhould his fifter take. 

Bold was the chalenge, as himfelfe was bold. 
And courage full of haughtie hardiment, 
Approued oft in perils manifold, 350 

Which he atchieu'd to his great ornament : 
But yet his f ifters fkill vnto him lent 
Moft confidence and hope of happie fpeed, 
Conceiued by a ring, which fhe him fent, 
That mongft the manie vertues, which we reed, 

Had power to ftaunch al wounds, that mortally did 
bleed. 

Well was that rings great vertue knowen to all, 
That dread thereof, and his redoubted might 

1. 335, ^that . . . wi/e ' in ( ) : 1. 355, 'wAtcA . . . r«rf' in ( ). 
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Did all that youthly rout fo much appall. 
That none of them durft vndertake the fight ; 360 
More wife they weend to make of loue delight. 
Then life to hazard for faire Ladies looke ; 
And yet vncertaine by fuch outward fight, 
Though for her fake they all that perill tooke, 
Whether fhe would them loue, or in her liking brooke. 

Amongft thofe knights there were three brethren bold. 
Three bolder brethren neuer were yborne, 
Borne of one mother in one happie mold, 
Borne at one burden in one happie morne ; 
Thrife happie mother, and thrife happie morne, 370 
That bore three fuch, three fuch not to be fond ; 
Her name was Agape whofe children werne 
All three as one, the firft hight Priamond^ 

The fecond Dyamond^ the youngefl Triatnond, 

Stout / Priamondy but not fo ftrong to ftrike, 
Strong Diamond^ but not so flout a knight. 
But Triatnond was flout and flrong alike : 
On horfebacke vfed Triamond to fight, 
And Priamond on foote had more delight. 
But horfe and foote knew Diamond to wield : 380 
With curtaxe vfed Diamond to fmite. 
And Triamond to handle fpeare and fhield, 

But fpeare and curtaxe both vfd Priamond in field. 

Thefe three did loue each other dearely well. 

And with fo firme affeftion were allyde, ' 

As if but one foule in them all did dwell, 
Which did her powre into three parts diuyde ; 

IL 362 and 369. ; for ,— accepted : 1. 364 in ( ), and so 1. 367. 
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Like three faire branches budding farre and wide, 
That from one roote deriu'd their vitall fap : 
And like that roote that doth her life diuide, 390 
Their mother was, and had full blefled hap, 
Thefe three fo noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 

Their mother was a Fay, and had the (kill 

Of fecret things, and all the powres of nature, 

Which fhe by art could vfe vnto her will. 

And to her feruice bind each lining creature : 

Through fecret vnderftanding of their feature. 

Thereto fhe was right faire, when fo her face 

She lift difcouer, and of goodly ftature ; 

But (he as Fayes are wont, in priuie place 400 

Did fpend her dayes, and lov'd in forefts wyld to fpace. 

There on a day a noble youthly knight 
Seeking aduentures in the faluage wood. 
Did by great fortune get of her the fight ; 
As (he fate carele(re by a criftall flood,/ 
Combing her golden lockes, as feemd her good : 
And vnawares vpon her laying hold. 
That ftroue in vaine him long to haue withftood, 
OppreiTed her, and there (as it is told). 

Got thefe three louely babes, that prov'd three chapions 
bold. 410 

Which (he with her long foftred in that wood. 
Till that to ripene(re of mans ftate they grew : 
Then (hewing forth f ignes of their fathers blood, 
They loued armes, and knighthood did enfew, 

L 400, < Of . . . wont ' in ( ). 
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Seeking aduentures, where they anie knew. 
Which when their mother faw, (he gan to dout 
Their fafetie, lead by fearching daungers new, 
And rafh prouoking perils all about, 
Their days mote be abridged through their corage (lout 

Therefore defirous th'end of all their dayes 420 

To know, and them fenlarge with long extent, 
By wondrous (kill, and many hidden wayes. 
To the three fatall fifters houfe (he went. 
Farre vnder ground from traft of liuing went, 
Downe in the bottome of the deepe Abyjfe^ 
Where Demogorgan in dull darkne(re pent, 
Farre from the view of Grods and heauens blis. 

The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadfull dwelling is. 

There (he them found, all fitting round about 

The direfull di(la(re (landing in the mid, 430 

And with vnwearied (ingers drawing out 

The lines of life, from liuing knowledge hid. 

Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 

By griefly Lachejis was fpun with paine, 

That cruell Atropos eftfoones vndid. 

With curfed knife cutting the twid in twaine : 

Mod wretched men, whofe dayes depend on thrids fo 
vaine. / 

She them faluting, there by them fate dill, 
Beholding how the thrids of life they fpan : 
And when at lad (he had beheld her (ill, 440 

Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan, 
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Her caufe of comming (he to tell began. 
To whom fierce Atropos^ Bold Fay, that durft 
Come fee the fecret of the life of man, 
Well worthie thou to be of lone accurft, 
And eke thy childrens thrids to be afunder burft. 

Whereat (he fore afTrayd, yet her befought 
To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate. 
That fhe might fee her childrSs thrids forth brought, 
And know the meafure of their vtmoft date, 450 
To them ordained by etemall fate. 
Which Clotho graunting, (hewed her the fame : 
That when (he faw, it did her much amate. 
To fee their thrids fo thin, as fpiders frame. 

And eke fo (hort, that feemd their ends out (hortly 
came. 

She then began them humbly to intreate. 
To draw them longer out, and better twine, 
That fo their Hues might be prolonged late. 460 
But Lachejis thereat g^n to repine, 
And fayd, fond dame that deem'd of things diuine 
As of humane, that they may altred bee, 
And chaung'd at pleafure for thofe impes of thine. 
Not fo ; for what the Fates do once decree. 

Not all the gods can chaunge, nor loue him felf can free. 

Then fince (quoth (he) the terme of each mans life 
For nought may leflfened nor enlarged bee, 
Graunt this, that when ye (hred with fatall knife 
His line, which is the eldeft of the three, / 

1. 465, 'fith: 



Cant IJ.^ FAERIE QVEENE. 77 

Which IS of them the fliorteft, as I fee, 
Eftfoones his life may pafTe into the next ; 470 

And when the next fhall likewife ended bee. 
That tx>th their Hues may likewife be annext 
Vnto the third, that his may fo be trebly wext 

They graunted it ; and then that carefull Fay 
Departed thence with full contented mynd ; 
And comming home, in warlike frefli aray 
Them found all three according to their kynd : 
But vnto them what deflinie was alTynd, 
Or how their liues were eekt, fhe did not tell ; 
But euermore, when (he fit time could fynd, 480 
She warned them to tend their fafeties well, 

And loue each other deare, what euer them befell. 

So did they furely during all their dayes. 
And neuer difcord did amongft them fall ; 
Which much augmented all their other praife. 
And now t'increafe afieflion naturall. 
In loue of Canacee they ioyned all : 
Vpon which ground this fame great battell grew, 
Great matter growing of beginning fmall ; 490 

The which for length I will not here purfew. 

But rather will referue it for a Canto new. 

L 473» 'fo ^e'—Dt. Morris queries 'd^/o (?) * : I. 489 in ( ). 
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Cant. I III, 

J7u battell twixt three brethren^ with 

Cambellfor Ca$iacee, 
Cambina with trtu frUndJhips bond 

d€ih their longflrife agree. 



\ 




OWhy doe wretched men fo much defire, 
To draw their dayes vnto the vtmoft date, 
And doe not rather with them foone expire, 
Knowing the miferie of their eftate, 
And thoufand perills which them ftill awate, lo 

Toffing them like a boate amid the mayne, 
That euery houre they knocke at deathes gate? 
And he that happie feemes and leafl in payne, 
Yet is as nigh his end, as he that mod doth playne. 

Therefore this Fay I hold but fond and vaine. 
The which in feeking for her children three 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine. 
Yet whileft they liued none did euer fee 
More happie creatures, then they feem'd to bee. 
Nor more ennobled for their courtefie, 20 

That made them dearely lou'd of each degree ; 
Ne more renowmed for their cheualrie, 

That made them dreaded much of all men farre and nie. 

1. 2, , after * brethren* — accepted, and period (.) 1. 3. 
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Thefe three that hardie chalenge tooke in hand, 
For Cafuicee with Cambell for to fight : 
The day was fet, that all might vnderfland, 
And pledges pawnd the fame to keepe a right, / 
That day, the dreddeft day that liuing wight 
Did euer fee vpon this world to fhine. 
So foone as heauens window (hewed light, 30 

Thefe warlike Champions all in armour fliine, 

AiTembled were in field, the chalenge to define. 

The field with lifles was all about enclofd, 
To barre the preafe of people farre away ; 
And at th'one fide fixe iudges were difpof'd. 
To view and deemc the deedes of armes that day ; 
And on the other fide in frefh aray, 
Fayre Canacee vpon a (lately flage 
Was fet, to fee the fortune of that fray, 
And to be feene, as his mofl worthie wage, 40 

That could her purchafe with his liues aduentur'd 
gage. 

Then entred Cambell firfl into the lifl. 

With (lately fteps, and fearelefTe countenance. 

As if the conquefl his he furely wifl. 

Soone after did the brethren three aduance, 

In braue aray and goodly amenance, 

With fcutchins gilt and banners broad difplayd : 

And marching thrife in warlike ordinance, 

Thrife lowted lowly to the noble Mayd, 

The whiles fhril trompets & loud clarions fweetly 
playd. 50 

11. 28-9, *th€ ^ , . /hitu* in ( ) : 1. 39, * fortune^ in 90 (misprint). 
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Which doen, the doughty chalenger came forth, 
All arm'd to point his chalenge to abet : 
Gainfl whom Sir Prianwiid with equall worth : 
And equall armes himfelfe did forward fet. 
A trompet blew ; they both together met, 
With dreadfuU force, and furious intent, 
Careleffe of perill in their fiers affret, 
As if that life to lofle they had forelent, 

And cared not to fpare, that (hould be fhortly fpent. 

Right / prafticke was Sir Prianumd in fight, 60 

And throughly fkild in vfe of fhield and fpeare ; 
Ne lefle approued was Cambelloes might, 
Ne lefle his (kill in weapons did appeare. 
That hard it was to weene which harder were. 
Full many mighty ftrokes on either fide 
Were fent, that feemed death in them to beare, 
But they were both fo watchfull and well eyde, 

That they auoyded were, and vainely by did flyde. 

Yet one of many was fo ftrongly bent 

By Priamond, that with vnluckie glaunce, 70 

Through Cambels fhoulder it vnwarely went, 
That forced him his fhield to difaduaunce : 
Much was he gfrieued with that gracelefle chaunce, 
Yet from the wound no drop of bloud there fell. 
But wondrous paine, that did the more enhaunce 
His haughtie courage to aduengement fell : 

Smart daunts not mighty harts, but makes them more 
to fwell. 

1. $1, , after ^ doen* — accepted: L 53, * /Vrrw^W * in '96 (misprint): 
I. 63, *^JkilV — misprinted */i//' in '96 : L 72, : substituted for , — accepted : 
1. 76, ' avengement^ 
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With that his poynant fpeare he fierce auentred, 
With doubled force clofe vnderneath his ihield, 
That through the mayles into his thigh it entred, 
And there arrefting, readie way did yield, 
For bloud to gufh forth on the graflfie field ; 
That he for paine himfelfe not right vpreare, 
But too and fro in great amazement reel'd, 
Like an old Oke whofe pith and fap is feare, 

At pufTe of euery ilorme doth flagg^r here and theare. 

Whom fo difmayd when Cambell had efpide, 
Againe he droue at him with double might, 
That nought mote ftay the fteele, till in his fide 
The mortall point moft cruelly empight : / 90 

Where faft infixed, whilefl he fought by flight 
It forth to wrefl, the flaffe a fundcr brake, 
And left tlie head behind : with which defpight 
He all enrag'd, his fliiuering fpeare did fhake, 

And charging him a frefli thus felly him befpake. 

Lo faitour there thy meede vnto thee take. 
The meede of thy mifchalengc and abet : 
Not for thine owne, but for thy fifters fake, 
Haue I thus long thy life vnto thee let : 
But to forbeare doth not forgiue the det. 1 00 

The wicked weapon heard his wrathfuU vow. 
And pairing forth with furious aflfret, 
Pierft through his beuer quite into his brow, 

That with the force it backward forced him to bow. 

Therewith a funder in the midfl it brafl, 

And in his hand nought but the troncheon left, 

1. 83, * n'ou: 
VII. 6 



a2 THE nil. BOOKE OF THE {Cant. HI. 

The other halfe behind yet flicking faft, 
Out of his headpeece Cambell fiercely refV, 
And with fuch furie backe at him it heft, 
That making way vnto his deareft life, i lO 

His weafand pipe it through his gorget cleft : 
Thence ftreames of purple bloud ifTuing rife, 
Let forth his wearie ghoft and made an end of ftrife. 

His wearie ghoft affoyld from fleflily band, 

Did not as others wont, direftly fly 

Vnto her reft in Plutoes griefly land, 

Ne into ayre did vanifh prefently, 

Ne chaunged was into a ftarre in fky : 

But through tradu6lion was eftfoones deriued. 

Like as his mother prayd the Deftinie, 120 

Into his fecond brother, that furuiued, 
In whom he liu'd a new, of former life depriued. 

Whom / when on ground his brother next beheld, 
Though fad and forie for fo heauy fight, 
Yet leaue vnto his forrow did not yeeld, 
But rather ftird to vengeance and defpight. 
Through fecret feeling of his generous fpright ; 
Rufht fiercely forth, the battell to renew, 
As in reuerfion of his brothers right ; 
And chalenging the Virgin as his dew. 130 

His foe was foone addreft : the trompets freftxly blew. 

With that they both together fiercely met. 
As if that each ment other to deuoure ; 
And with their axes both fo forely bet. 
That neither plate nor mayle, whereas their powre 

1. 115, *tfx . . . want^ in ( ): L 121, ^fecond brotlier^ — misprinted 
* oth r brethren ' in '96 : L 127, ; put for , • 
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They felt, could once fuftaine the hideous ilowre, 
But riued were like rotten wood a funder, ((howre 
Whileft through their rifts the ruddie bloud did 
And fire did flafh, like lightning after thunder, 
That fild the lookers on attonce with ruth and wonder. 

As when two Tygers prickt with hungers rage, 141 
Haue by good fortune found fome beads frefh fpoyle, 
On which they weene their famine to afTwage, 
And gaine a feaftfull guerdon of their toyle. 
Both falling out doe ftirre vp ftrifefull broyle. 
And cruell battell twixt themfelues doe make, 
Whiles neither lets the other touch the foyle. 
But either fdeignes with other to partake : 

So cruelly thefe Knights ftroue for that Ladies fake. 

Full many ftrokes, that mortally were ment, 150 

The whiles were enterchaunged twixt them two ; 
Yet they were all with fo good wariment 
Or warded, or auoyded and let goe, / 
That ftill the life ftood feareleffe of her foe : 
Till Diamond difdeigning long delay 
Of doubtfuU fortune wauering to and fro, 
Refolu'd to end it one or other way ; 

And heau'd his murdrous axe at him with mighty fway. 

The dreadfull ftroke in cafe it had arriued, 

Where it was ment, (fo deadly it was ment) 160 

The foule had fure out of his bodie riued, 

And ftinted all the ftrife incontinent. 

But Cambels fate that fortune did preuent : 

For feeing it at hand, he fwaru'd afyde. 

And fo gaue way vnto his fell intent : 



84 THE JUL BOOKE OF THE > {Cant HI. 

Who miffing of the marke which he had eyde, (flyde. 
Was with the force nigh feld whilft his right foot did 

As when a Vulture greedie of his pray, 

Through hunger long, that hart to him doth lend, 
Strikes at an Heron with all his bodies fway, 1 70 
That from his force feemes nought may it defend ; 
The warie fowle that fpies him toward bend 
His dreadfull foufe auoydes, it fliunning light, 
And maketh him his wing in vaine to fpend ; 
That with the weight of his owne weeldleffe might, 

He falleth nigh to ground, and fcarfe recouereth flight 

Which faire aduenture when Cambello fpide, 
Full lightly, ere himfelfe he could recower. 
From daungers dread to ward his naked fide, 
He can let driue at him with all his power, 180 

And with his axe him fmote in euill hower. 
That from his fhoulders quite his head he reft : 
The headleffe tronke, as heedleffe of that ftower, 
Stood (till a while, and his faft footing kept. 

Till feeling life to fayle, it fell, and deadly flept 

They / which that piteous fpectacle beheld, 
Were much amaz'd the headleffe tronke to fee 
Stand vp fo long, and weapon vaine to weld, 
Vnweeting of the Fates diuine decree, 
For lifes fucceffion in thofe brethren three. 190 

For notwithflanding that one foule was reft, 
Yet, had the bodie not difmembred bee, 

1. 173, , after 'attcydes* inftead of after <>i^ '—accepted : 1. 177, 'a/- 
ventHre * * misadventure giving the opportunity. Some stupidly would 
read 'advantage * : 1. 180, 'am' » 'gan, ut/req. 
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It would haue liued, and reuiued eft ; 
But finding no fit feat, the lifelefle corfe it left. 

It left ; but that fame foule, which therein dwelt, 
Streight entring into Triamondy him fild 
With double life, and griefe ; which when he felt, 
As one whofe inner parts had bene ythrild 
With point of fteele, that clofe his hartbloud fpild. 
He lightly lept out of his place of reft, 200 

And rufhing forth into the emptie field, 
Againft Cambello fiercely him addreft ; 

Who him aflfronting foone to fight was readie preft. 

Well mote ye wonder how that noble Knight, 
After he had fo often wounded beene. 
Could ftand on foot, now to renew the fight. 
But had ye then him forth aduauncing feene. 
Some newbome wight ye would him furely weene : 
So frefh he feemed and fo fierce in fight ; 
Like as a Snake, whom wearie winters teene, 210 
Hath wome to nought, now feeling fommers might, 

Cafts off his ragged (kin and frefhly doth him dight. 

All was through vertue of the ring he wore. 
The which not onely did not from him let 
One drop of bloud to fall, but did reftore 
His weakned powers, and dulled fpirits whet, / 
Through working of the ftone therein yfet 
Elfe how could one of equall might with moft, 
Againft fo many no leffe mightie met. 
Once thinke to match three fuch on equall coft, 220 

Three fuch as able were to match a puiffant hoft 

L 197, ; for ,— flcoq>ted. 
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Yet nought thereof was Triamond adredde, 
Ne defperate of glorious viftorie, 
But fharpely him affayld, and fore beftedde, 
With heapes of ftrokes, which he at him let flie, 
As thicke as hayle forth poured from the (kie : 
He ftroke, he fouft, he foynd, he hewd, he lafht, 
And did his yron brond fo faft applie, 
That from the fame the fierie fparkles flaftit, 

As faft as water-fprinkles gainft a rocke are dafht 230 

Much was Catkbello daunted with his blowes, 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly were fent, 
That he was forft from daunger of the throwes 
Backe to retire, and fomewhat to relent, 
Till th'heat of his fierce furie he had fpent : 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate, 
He then afrefh with new encouragement 
Did him affayle, and mightily amate. 

As faft as forward erft, now backward to retrate. 

Like as the tide that comes fro th'Ocean mayne, 240 
Flowes vp the Shenan with contrarie forfe. 
And ouerruling him in his owne rayne, 
Driues backe the current of his kindly courfe, 
And makes it feeme to haue fome other fourfe : 
But when the floud is fpent, then backe againe 
His borrowed waters forft to rediftxjurfe, 
He fends the fea his owne with double gaine, 

And tribute eke withall, as to his Soueraine. 

Thus / did the battell varie to and fro. 

With diuerfe fortune doubtful! to be deemed : 250 

L 233, *'fir9m . . . thratves* In ( ). 



CanLIIL^ FAERIE QVEENE. 87 

Now this the better had, now had his fo ; 
Then he halfe vanquifht, then the other feemed ; 
Yet victors both them feiues alwayes efteemed. 
And all the while the difentrayled blood 
Adowne their fides like litle riuers ftremed, 
That with the wafting of his vitall flood, 
Sir Triamond at laft full faint and feeble ftood. 

But CambeU ftill more ftrong and greater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to waft, ne powres emperifht, 
Through that rings vertue, that with vigour new, 260 
Still when as he enfeebled was, him cherifht, 
And all his wounds, and all his brufes guariflit : 
Like as a withered tree through huft>ands toyle 
Is often feene full frefhly to haue florifht, 
And fruitfull apples to haue borne awhile. 

As frefli as when it firft was planted in the foyle. 

Through which aduantage, in his ftrength he rofe. 
And fmote the other with fo wondrous might. 
That through the feame, which did his hauberk clofe, 
Into his throate and life it pierced quight, 270 

That downe he fell as dead in all mens fight : 
Yet dead he was not, yet he fure did die. 
As all men do, that lofe the liuing fpright : 
So did one foule out of his bodie flie 

Vnto her natiue home from mortall miferie. 

But nathelefle whilft all the lookers on 
Him dead behight, as he to all appeard, 
All vnawares he ftarted vp anon. 
As one that had out of a dreame bene reard, / 

1. 252, ; for , — accepted : 1. 262, : for ,-— accepted. 
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And frefh afTayld his foe ; who halfe aflfeard 280 
Of thVncouth fight, as he fome ghoft had feene, 
Stood flill amaz'd, holding his idle fweard ; 
Till hauing often by him flricken beene, 
He forced was to (Irikey and faue him felfe from teene. 

Yet from thenceforth more warily he fought, 
As one in feare the Stygian gods t'offend, 
Ne foUowd on fo faft, but rather fought 
Him felfe to faue, and daunger to defend. 
Then life and labour both in vaine to fpend. 
Which Triamond perceiuing, weened fure 290 

He gan to faint, toward the battels end. 
And that he (hould not long on foote endure ; 

A f igne which did to him the vidlorie aflure. 

Whereof full blith, eftfoones his mightie hand 
He heav'd on high, in mind with that fame blow 
To make an end of all that did withftand : 
Which Cambell feeing come, was nothing (low 
Him felfe to faue from that fo deadly throw ; 
And at that inftant reaching forth his fweard 
Clofe vnderneath his fhield, that fcarce did (how, 300 
Stroke him, as he his hand to (Irike vpreard. 

In th*arm-pit full, that through both fides the wound 
appeard. 

Yet (till that direfull (Iroke kept on his way, 
And falling heauie on Cambelloes creft, 
Strooke him fo hugely, that in fwowne he lay. 
And in his head an hideous wound impreft : 

U. 280 and 292, ; for ,— accepted : L 299, *Jword,* 
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And fure had it not happily found reft 
Vpon the brim of his brode plated fhield, 
It would haue cleft his braine downe to his breft. 
So both at once fell dead vpon the field, 310 

And each to other feemd the vi£lorie to yield. 

Which / when as all the lookers on beheld, 
They weened fure the warre was at an end, 
And Judges rofe, and Marfhals of the field 
Broke vp the liftes, their armes away to rend ; 
And Canacee gan wayle her deareft frend. 
All fuddenly they both vpftarted light. 
The one out of the fwownd, which him did blend, 
The other breathing now another fpright, 

And fiercely each aflfayling, gan afrelh to fight 320 

Long while they then continued in that wize. 
As if but then the battell had begonne : 
Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons, all they did defpife, 
Ne either car'd to ward, or perill (honne, 
Defirous both to haue the battell donne ; 
Ne either cared life to faue or fpill, 
Ne which of them did winne, ne which were wonne. 
So wearie both of fighting had their fill. 

That life it felfe feemd loathfome, and long fafetie ilL 

Whilft thus the cafe in doubtfuU ballance hong, 330 
Vnfure to whether fide it would incline. 
And all mens eyes and hearts, which there among 
Stood gazing, filled were with rufuU tine, 

L 325, * wards ^ — Church suggested 'f words* (tautological and need- 
less). 
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And fecret feare, to fee their fatall fine ; 
All fuddenly they heard a troublous noyes, 
That feemd fome perilous tumult to define, 
Confufd with womens cries, and fhouts of boyes, 
Such as the troubled Theaters oftimes annoyes. 

Thereat the Champions both flood ftill a fpace, 

To weeten what that fudden clamour ment ; 340 
. Lo where they fpyde with fpeedie whirling pace, 
One in a charet of ftraunge fumiment, / 
Towards them driuing like a ftorme out fent. 
The charet decked was in wondrous wize, 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament. 
After the Perf ian Monarks antique guize, 

Such as the maker felfe could beft by art deuize. 

And drawne it was (that wonder is to tell) 
Of two grim lyons, taken from the wood, 
In which their powre all others did excell ; 350 

Now made forget their former cruell mood, 
T'obey their riders heft, as feemed good. 
And therein fate a Ladie paffing faire 
And bright, that feemed borne of Angels brood. 
And with her beautie bountie did compare. 

Whether of them in her ftiould haue the greater (hare. 

Thereto fhe learned was in Magicke leare. 
And all the artes, that fubtill wits difcouer, 
Hauing therein bene trained many a yeare. 
And well inftrufted by the Fay her mother, 360 

That in the fame (he farre exceld all other. 

J« 334> ; for ,— accepted. 
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Who vnderftanding by her mightie art, 
Of th'euill plight, in which her deareft brother 
Now flood, came forth in haft to take his part, 
And paciiie the ftrife, which caufd fo deadly fmart. 

And as (he paffed through th'vnruly preace 
Of people, thronging thicke her to behold, 
Her angrie teame breaking their bonds of peace, 
Great heapes of them, like flieepe in narrow fold, 
For haft did ouer-runne, in duft enrould, 370 

That thorough rude confuf ion of the rout, 
Some fearing fliriekt, fome being harmed hould, 
Some laugh t for fport, fome did for wonder ftiout, 

And fome that would feeme wife, their wonder tumd 
to dout. / 

In her right hand a rod of peace fhee bore. 
About the which two Serpents weren wound, 
Entrayled mutually in louely lore. 
And by the tailes together firmely bound. 
And both were with one oliue garland crownd. 
Like to the rod yfhichMaias fonne doth wield, 380 
Wherewith the hellifh fiends he doth confound. 
And in her other hand a cup fhe hild. 

The which was with Nepenthe to the brim vpBld. 

Nepenthe is a drinck of fouerajme g^ace, 
Deuized by the Gods, for to afTwage 
Harts grief, and bitter gall away to chace. 
Which flirs vp anguifh and contentious rage : 
In ftead thereof fweet peace and quiet age 
It doth eftablifh in the troubled mynd. 
Few men, but fuch as fober are and fage, 390 
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Kt^ by the Gods to drinck thereof aflynd ; 
But fuch as drinck, eternal! happinefTe do fynd. 

Such famous men, fuch worthies of the earth, 
As loue will haue aduaunced to the fkie, 
And there made gods, though borne of mortall berth, 
For their high merits and great dignitie, 
Are wont, before they may to heauen flie, 
To drincke hereof, whereby all cares forepaft 
Are wafht away quite from their memorie. 
So did thofe olde Heroes hereof tafte, 400 

Before that they in blifTe amongfl the Gods were plafle. 

Much more of price and of more gratious powre 
Is this, then that fame water of Ardenne, 
The which Rinaldo drunck in happie howre, 
Defcribed by that famous Tufcane penne : / 
For that had might to change the hearts of men 
Fro loue to hate, a change of euill choife : 
But this doth hatred make in loue to brenne, 
And heauy heart with comfort doth reioyce. 

Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld his voice ? 

At lafl arriuing by the liftes fide, 411 

Shee with her rod did foftly fmite the raile ; 
Which ftraight flew ope, and gaue her way to ride. 
Eflfoones out of her Coch (he gan auaile, 
And pacing fairely forth, did bid all haile, 
Firft to her brother, whom fhe loued deare. 
That fo to fee him made her heart to quaile : 
And next to Cambett^ whofe fad ruefull cheare 

Made her to change her hew, and hidden loue t'appeare. 

L 413, ; for i-^ftcoeptecL 
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They lightly her requit (for fmall delight 420 

They had as then her long to entertaine.) 
And eft them turned both againe to fight ; 
Which when (he faw, downe on the bloudy plaine 
Her felfe (he threw, and teares gan (hed amaine ; 
Amongft her teares immixing prayers meeke, 
And with her prayers reafons to reftraine 
From blouddy (Irife, and bleffed peace to feeke, 

By all that vnto them was deare, did them befeeke. 

But when as all might nought with them preuaile, 
Shee fmote them lightly with her powrefull wand. 430 
Then fuddenly as if their hearts did faile, 
Their wrathfull blades downe fell out of their hand, 
And they like men a(loni(ht ftill did (land. 
Thus whileft their minds were doubtfully didraught, 
And mighty fpirites bound with mightier band. 
Her golden cup to them for drinke (he raught, 

Whereof full glad for thirft, ech drunk an harty 
draught 

Of/ which fo foone as they once tailed had, 
Wonder it is that fudden change to fee : 
Inftead of (Irokes, each other kiiTed glad, 440 

And louely hauld from feare of treafon free. 
And plighted hands for ever friends to be. 
When all men faw this fudden change of things. 
So mortall foes fo friendly to agree. 
For pa(ring ioy, which fo great maruaile brings. 

They all gan (hout aloud, that all the heauen rings. 

I. 422, ; for , — accepted : 11. 426-7, , removed after ' r^oii^'— accepted, 
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All which, when gentle Canacee beheld, 

In haft flie from her lofty chaire defcended, 

Too weet what fudden tidings was befeld : 

Where when (he faw that cruell war fo ended, 450 

And deadly foes fo faithfully affrended, 

In louely wife ihe gan that Lady greet. 

Which had fo great difmay fo well amended, 

And entertaining her with curtTies meet, 

Profeft to her true friendfhip and affeftion fweet. 

Thus when they all accorded goodly were, 
The trumpets founded, and they all arofe. 
Thence to depart with glee and gladfome chere. 
Thofe warlike champions both together chofe, 
Homeward to march, themfelues there to repofe, 460 
And wife Catnbina taking by her fide 
Faire Canacee^ as frefh as morning rofe, 
Vnto her Coch remounting, home did ride, 

Admir'd of all the people, and much glorifide. 

Where making ioyous feaft theire dates they fpent 
In perfe6l loue, deuoide of hatefull ftrife, 
Allide with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
For Triawond had Canacee to wife, / 
With whom he ledd a long and happie life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere, 470 

The which as life were each to other liefe. 
So all alike did loue, and loued were, 

Thatfince their days fuch louers were not found elfwhere. 

1* 473> ' tlfiwert ' in '96>~text accepted from 1609. 
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Cant. nil. 



^^ X Satyrane makes a T\tmeyment ^ ^^ 

^T^^y For hue of FtorimeU : >*^^ 

^ ^i^ Briiomart winnes tht prize from all^ ^t^ ^^ 

IT often fals, (as here it earft befell) 
That mortal! foes doe tume to faithful! frends, 
And friends profeft are chaungd to foemen fell : 
The caufe of both, of both their minds depends ; 
And th'end of both lilcewife of lx)th their ends. lO 
For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds, 
But of occaf ion, with th'occaf ion ends ; 
And friend fliip, which a faint affeftion breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes lilce ill grounded feeds. 

That well (me feemes) appeares, by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell. 
As els by this, that now a new debate 
Stird vp twixt Scudamaur and ParideU^ 
The which by courfe befals me here to tell : 
Who hauing thofe two other Knights efpide, 20 

Marching afore, as ye remember well, 



1. 9, ; for . — accepted: f^., * Ihes for ^ minds* — see Glossary, j.ta : 
1. 17, *a/r* : 1. 18, ^ Dlandamour* in 1679. 
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Sent forth their Squire to haue them both defcride, 
And eke thofe mafked Ladies riding them befide. 

Who / backe returning, told as he had feene, 

That they were doughtie knights of dreaded name ; 
And thofe two Ladies, their two loues vnfeene ; 
And therefore wifht them without blot or blame, 
To let them paffe at will, for dread of fhame. 
But Blandamour full of vainglorious fpright, 
And rather ftird by his difcordfuU Dame, 30 

Vpon them gladly would haue prov'd his might, 

But that he yet was fore of his late luckleffe fight 

Yet nigh approching, he them fowle befpake, 
Difgracing them, him felfe thereby to grace, 
As was his wont ; fo weening way to make 
To Ladies loue, where fo he came in place. 
And with lewd termes their louers to deface. 
Whofe fharpe prouokement them incenft fo fore, 
That both were beht t'auenge his vfage bafe, 
'And gan their fhields addrefTe them felues afore : 40 

For euill deedes may better then bad words be bore. 

But faire Cambina with perfwafions myld, 
Did mitigate the fierceneffe of their mode, 
That for the prefent they were reconcyld. 
And gan to treate of deeds of armes abrode, 
And (Irange aduentures, all the way they rode : 
Amongft the which they told, as then befell. 
Of that great turney, which was blazed brode. 
For that rich girdle of faire FlorinuU^ 

The prize of her, which did in beautie moft excell. S o 

!• 3S» > ^ox ,— Accepted, 
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To whidi folke-mote they all with one confent, 
Sith each of them his Ladie had him by, 
Whofe beautie each of them thought excellent, 
Agreed to trauell, and their fortunes try. / 
So as they palTed forth, they did efpy 
One in bright armes, with ready fpeare in reft, 
That toward them his courfe feem'd to apply ; 
Gainft whom Sir Parideli himfelfe addreft, 

Him weening, ere he nigh approcht to haue repreil. 

Which th'other feeing, gan his courfe relent, 60 

And vaunted fpeare eflfoones to difaduaunce, 
As if he naught but peace and pleafure ment, 
Now falne into their fellowfhip by chance ; 
Whereat they fliewed curteous countenaunce. 
So as he rode with them accompanide, 
His rouing eie did on the Lady glaunce, 
Which Blandatnaur had riding by his fide : 

Who fure he weend, that he fome wher tofore had 
eide. 

It was to weete that fnowy Florimell^ 

Which Ferrat late from Braggadochio wonne, 70 

Whom he now feeing, her remembred well. 

How hauing reft her from the witches fonne, 

He foone her loft : wherefore he now begunne 

To challenge her anew, as his owne prize, 

Whom formerly he had in battell wonne. 

And proffer made by force her to reprize : 

Which fcomefull offer, Blandamour gan foone defpize. 

!• 57f 5 pot for , : 1. 60, ^/eeming* '96 (misprint)]: 1. 63, ; for , — 
accepted : 1. 70, * Ferrau * : L 76, : for , — accepted. 
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And faid, Sir Knight, fith ye this Lady clame, 
Whom he that hath, were loth to lofe fo light, 
(For fo to lofe a Lady, were great (hame) 80 

Yee (hall her winne, as I haue done in fight : 
And lo fhee fhall be placed here in fight, 
Together with this Hag befide her fet. 
That who fo winnes her, may her haue by right : 
But he (hall haue the Hag that is ybet. 

And with her alwaies ride, till he another get. 

That / offer pleafed all the company, 

So Floritnell with Ate forth was brought. 

At which they all gan laugh full merrily : 

l^ut Braggadochio faid, he neuer thought 

For fuch an Hag, that feemed worfe then nought, 90 

His perfon to emperill fo in fight. 

But if to match that Lady they had fought 

Another like, that were like faire and bright. 

His life he then would fpend to luftifie his right. 

At which his vaine excufe they all gan fmile, 

As fcorning his vnmanly cowardize : 

And Florimell him fowly gan reuile. 

That for her fake refuf 'd to enterprize 

The battell, offred in fo knightly wife. 100 

And Ate eke prouokt him priuily. 

With loue of her, and (hame of fuch mefprize. 

But naught he car'd for friend or enemy. 
For in bafe mind no friend(hip dwels nor enmity. 

1. 82, , for . — accepted : 1. 90, ' wwft^ in *96, text accepted from 1609 ; 
L 99, * refufd' for * refiif^ '—accepted. 
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But Cambell thus did (hut vp all in ieft, 

Braue Knights and Ladies, certes ye doe wrong 
To ftirre vp ftrife, when moft vs needeth reft, 
That we may vs referue both frefli and ftrong, 
Againft the Turneiment which is not long ; 
When who fo lifl to fight, may fight his fill ; no 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong ; 
And then it (hall be tried, if ye will, 

Whether (hall haue the Hag, or hold the Lady ftill. 

They all agreed : fo turning all to game. 

And pleafaunt bord, they paft forth on their way, 
And all that while, where fo they rode or came. 
That madced Mock-knight was their fport and play. / 
Till that at length vpon th'appointed day, 
Vnto the place of turneyment they came ; 
Where they before them found in frefh aray 120 
Manie a braue knight, and manie a daintie dame 

AlTembled, for to get the honour of that game. 

There this faire crewe arriuing, did diuide 

Them felues afunder : Blandamour with thofe 

Of his, on th'one ; the reft on th'other fide. 

But boaftfuU Braggadocchio rather chofe. 

For glorie vaine their fellow(hip to lofe. 

That men on him the more might gaze alone. 

The reft them felues in troupes did elfe difpofe, 

Like as it feemed beft to euery one ; 130 

The knights in couples marcht, with ladies linckt attone. 

Then firft of all forth came Sir Satyrane^ 
Bearing that precious reticke in an arke 

1. 109, ; pat for , : L no, ; for ,— accepted : 1. I149 : for , — accepted. 
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Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prophane : 
Which drawing foftly forth out of the darke, 
He open fliewd, that all men it mote marke. 
A gorgeous girdle, curioufly emboft 
With pearle & precious flone, worth many a marke ; 
Yet did the workmanfliip farre paffe the coft : 
It was the fame, which lately Floritnel had loft. 140 

That fame aloft he hong in open vew, 

To be the prize of beautie and of might ; 
The which eftfoones difcouered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur'd with clofe delight. 
And hearts quite robbed with fo glorious fight. 
That all men threw out vowes and wifties vaine. 
Thrife happie Ladie, and thrife happie knight, 
Them feemd, that could fo goodly riches gaine. 

So worthie of the perill, worthy of the paine. 

Then /tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 1 50 

An huge great fpeare, fuch as he wont to wield, 
And vauncing forth from all the other band 
Of knights, addreft his maiden-headed (hield, 
Shewing him felfe all ready for the field. 
Gainft whom there fingled from the other fide 
A Painim knight, that well in armes was Ikild, 
And had in many a battell oft bene tride, 

Hight Bruncheual die bold, who fierfly forth did ride. 

So furioufly they both together met. 

That neither could the others force fuftaine ; 1 60 

1. 134, * profane*: 1. 148, , after */eemd^ — accqpted : 1. 153, for * maiden* 
headed^ Church suggested * Jaiyr^headcd.* 
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As two fiefx:e Buls, that ftriue the rule to get 
Of all the heard, meete with fo hideous maine, 
That both rebutted, tumble on the plaine : 
So thefe two champions to the ground were feld, 
Where in a maze they both did long remaine, 
And in their hands their idle troncheons held, 
Which neither able were to wag, or once to weld. 

Which when the noble Ferramont efpide, 
He pricked forth in ayd of Satyran ; 
And him againft Sir Blandamour did ride 170 

With all the ilrength and flifnefTe that he can. 
But the more ftrong and ftiffely that he ran, 
So much more forely to the ground he fell, 
That on an heape were tumbled horfe and man. 
Vnto whofe refcue forth rode Paridell ; 

But him likewife with that fame fpeare he eke did 
quell. 

Which Braggadocchio feeing, had no will 
To haften greatly to his parties ayd, 
Albee his turne were next ; but flood there dill, 
As one that feemed doubtfull or difmayd. / 180 

But Trtamond halfe wroth to fee him ftaid. 
Sternly ftept forth, and raught away his fpeare, 
With which fo fore he Ferramont aiTaid, 
That horfe and man to ground he quite did beare. 

That neither could in haft themfelues againe vpreare. 

Which to auenge. Sir Deuon him did dight, 
But with no better fortune then the reft : 
For him likewife he quickly downe did fmight. 
And after him Sir Douglas him addreft. 
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And after him Sir Dabumord forth preft, 190 

But none of them againft his ftrokes could (land, 
But all the more, the more his praife increfl. 
For either they were left vppon the land, 
Or went away fore wounded of his haplefTe hand. 

And now by this, Sir Satyrane abraid, 

Out of the fwowne, in which too long he lay ; 

And looking round about, like one difmaid, 

Whereas he faw the mercileffe affray 

Which doughty Triamond had wrought that day, 

Vnto the noble Knights of Maidenhead, 200 

His mighty heart did almofl rend in tway. 

For very gall, that rather wholly dead 

Himfelfe he wifht haue beene, then in fo bad a flead. 

Eftfoones he gan to gather vp around 

His weapons, which lay fcattered all abrode. 
And as it fell, his fteed he ready found. 
On whom remounting, fiercely forth he rode. 
Like fparke of fire that from the anduile glode. 
There where he faw the valiant Triamond 
Chafing, and laying on them heauy lode, 210 

That none his force were able to withftond, • 

So dreadful! were his (Irokes, fo deadly was his hond. 

With / that, at him his beam-like fpeare he aimed. 
And thereto all his power and might applide : 

1. ic)o^ ^PaUmord^ \ L 191, Uhem^ for *>vii '—accepted : 1. 192, ^in* 
creaft^ — in 1596 printed *i>f crefl^i 1. 198, . removed : 1. 200, , for period (.): 
1. »>8, , for . (bad): 1. a 10, , for . — accepted: 1. 213, , after *Ma/' — 
accepted : ib,^ misprinted in 1596 * brauelike ' — ' btamlikt * accepted. 
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The wicked fteele for mifchiefe firft ordained, 
And hauing now misfortune got for guide, 
Staid not, till it arriued in his fide. 
And therein made a very griefly wound. 
That flreames of bloud his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direfuU (lound, 220 
That fcarfe he him vpheld from falling in a found. 

Yet as he might, himfelfe he foft withdrew 
Out of the field, that none perceiu'd it plaine. 
Then gan the part of Chalengers anew 
To range the field, and vi£lorIike to raine. 
That none againft them battell durfl maintaine. 
By that the gloomy euening on them fell, 
That forced them from fighting to refraine. 
And trumpets found to ceafe did them compell. 

So Satyr am that day was iudg*d to beare the belL 230 

The morrow next the Turney gan ane>^, 
And with the firfl the hardy Satyrane 
Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew : 
On th'other fide, full many a warlike fwaine, 
AfTembled were, that glorious prize to gaine. 
But mongfl them all, was not Sir Triatnond, 
Vnable he new battell to darraine. 
Through grieuaunce of his late receiued wound. 

That doubly did him grieue, when fo himfelfe he 
found. 

Which Cambell feeing, though he could not falue, 240 
Ne done vndoe, yet for to falue his name, 

L 316, , for . — ^accepted : L 221, ^Junmnd^x 1. 223, period for , — accepted, 
and so L 229 : 1. 233, : for , — accepted. 
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And purchafe honour in his friends behalue, 
This goodly counterfefaunce he did frame. / 
The fhield and armes well knowne to be the fame, 
Which Triamond had worne, vnwares to wight, 
And to his friend vnwift, for doubt of blame. 
If he mifdid ; he on himfelfe did dight, 
That none could him difceme, and fo went forth to fight 

There Satyrane Lord of the field he found, 

Triumphing in great ioy and iolity ; 250 

Gainft whom none able was to iland on ground ; 

That much he gan his glorie to enuy, 

And cad t'auenge his friends indignity. 

A mightie fpeare eftfoones at him he bent ; 

Who feeing him come on fo furioufly, 

Met him mid-way with equall hardiment, 

That forcibly to ground they both together went, 

• 

They vp againe them felues can lightly reare, 

And to their tryed fwords them felues betake ; 259 

With which they wrought fuch wondrous maruels 

That all the reft it did amazed make, (there, 

Ne any dar'd their perill to partake ; 

Now cuffling clofe, now chacing to and fro, 

Now hurtling round aduantage for to take : 

As two wild Boares together grapling go, 

Chaufing and foming choler each againft his fo. 

So as they courft, and tumeyd here and theare, 
It chaunft Sir Satyrane his fteed at laft, 

]. 248, . for nil — accepted : L 249, in '96 not brought out, as usual : 
1. 263, • cuffing' 161 1. 
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Whether through foundring or through fodein feare 
To (hunble, that his rider nigh he csdl ; 270 

Which vauntage Cambell did purfue fo fad, 
That ere him felfe he had recouered well, 
So fore he fowft him on the compaft creafl, 
That forced him to leaue his loftie fell, 
And rudely tumbling downe vnder his horfe feete fell. 

Lightly / Cambello leapt downe from his deed, 
For to haue rent his fhield and armes away, 
That whylome wont to be the viflors meed ; 
When all vnwares he felt an hideous fway 
Of many fwords, that lode on him did lay. 980 

An hundred knights had him enclofed round, 
To refcue Satyr ane out of his pray ; 
All which at once huge ilrokes on him did pound, 

In hope to take him prifoner, where he flood on ground. 

He with their multitude was nought difmayd. 
But with ftout courage turnd vpon them all, 
And with his brondiron round about him layd ; 
Of which he dealt large almes, as did befall : 
Like as a Lion that by chaunce doth fall 
Into the hunters toile, doth rage and rore, 290 

In royall heart difdaining to be thrall. 
But all in vaine : for what might one do more ? 

They haue him taken captiue, though it grieue him fore. 

Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought, 
There as he lay, his wound he foone forgot, 
And ftarting vp, ftreight for his armour fought : 
In vaine he fought ; for there he found it not ; 
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With oaken Icaues attrapt, that feemed fit 
For faluagc wight, and thereto well agreed 
His word, which on his ragged (hield was writ, 
Saluageffe fofis fineffe^ (hewing fecret wit 

He at his firft incomming, charg'd his fpere 
At him, that firil appeared in his fight : 
That was to weet, the ftout Sir Sangliere, 
Who well was knowen to be a valiant Knight, 360 
Approued oft in many a perlous fight. 
Him at the firft encounter downe he fmote, 
And ouerbore beyond his crouper quight, 
And after him another Knight, that hote 

Sir Brianor, fo fore, that none him life behote. 

Then ere his hand he reard, he ouerthrew 

Seuen Knights, one after other as they came : 
And when his fpeare was bruft, his fword he drew. 
The inftrument of wrath, and with the fame / 
Far^d like a lyon in his bloodie game, 370 

Hewing, and flafhing fhields, and helmets bright, 
And beating downe what euer nigh him came, 
That euery one gan fhun his dreadfull fight, 

No lefTe then death it felfe, in daungerous affright. 

Much wondred all men, what, or whence he came, 
That did among^ the troupes fo tyrannize ; 
And eadi of other gan inquire his name. 
But when they could not leame it by no wize^ 
Moft^anfwerable to his wyld difguize 

L 367, t after *Xmgkts^ — accepted : L 372, , removed after ^dowm' — 

JMOCpttua 
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It feemedy him to terme the faluage knight 380 
But certes his right name was otherwize. 
Though knowne to few, that Arthegall he hight, 
The doughtieft knight that liv'd that day, and moft of 
might. 

Thus was Sir Satyrane with all his band 
By his fole manhood and atchieuement flout 
Difmayd, that none of them in field durfl fland. 
But beaten were, and chafed all about 
So he continued all that day throughout. 
Till euening, that the Sunne gan downward bend. 
Then rufhed forth out of the thickefl rout 390 

A flrangcr knight, that did his glorie fhend : 

So nought may be efleemed happie till the end. 

He at his entrance charg'd his powrefull fpeare 
At Artegall, in middefl of his pryde, 
And therewith fmote him on his Vmbriere 
So fore, that tombling backe, he downe did flyde 
Ouer his horfes taile aboue a flryde : 
Whence litle lufl he had to rife againe. 
Which Cambell feeing, much the fame enuyde, 
And ran at him with all his might and maine ; 400 

But fhortly was likewife feene lying on the plaine. 

Whereat full inly wroth was Triamond^ 

And cafl t'euenge the fhame doen to his freend : 
But by his friend himfelfe eke foone he fond. 
In no leffe neede of helpe, then him he weend. 
All which when Blandamour from end to end 
Beheld, he woxe therewith difpleafed fore. 
And thought in mind it fhortly to amend : 
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His fpeare he feutred, and at him it bore ; 
But with no better fortune, then the reft afore. 4 1 o 

Pull many others at him likewife ran : 
But all of them likewife difmounted were. 
Ne certes wonder ; for no powre of man 
Could bide the force of that enchauntecl fpeare, 
The which this famous Britomart did beare ; 
With which (he wondrous deeds of arms atchieued, 
And ouerthrew, what euer came her neare, 
That all thofe ftranger knights full fore agrieued, 

And that late weaker band of chalcngers relieued. 

Like as in fommers day when raging heat 420 

Doth bume the earth, and boyled riuers drie, 
That all brute beafts forft to refraine fro meat, 
Doe hunt for (hade, where (hrowded they may lie, 
And miffing it, faine from themfelues to die ; 
All trauellers tormented are with paine : 
A watry cloud doth ouercaft the (kie, 
And poureth forth a fudden (houre of raine, 

That all the wretched world recomforteth againe. 

So did the warlike Britomart reftore 

The prize, to knights of Maydenhead that day, 430 

Which elfe was like to haue bene loft, and bore 

The prayfe of proweflTe from them all away. / 

Then (hrilling trompets loudly gan to bray, 

And bad them leaue their labours and long toyle, 

To ioyous feaft and other gentle play ; 

Where beauties prize (hold win that pretious fpoyle : 

Where I with found of trompe will alfo reft a whyle. 

L 412, . for ,— accepted : 1. 431, * Which . . . lOjV in ( ) : L 435, ; for ,— 
accepted. 
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IT hath bene through all ages euer feene, 
That with the praife of armes and cheualrie, 
The prize of beautie ftill hath loyned beene ; 
And that for reafons fpeciall priuitie : 
For either doth on other much relie. 
For he me feemes moft fit the faire to ferue, 
That can her bed defend from villenic ; 
And (he moft fit his feruice dOth deferue, 
That faireft is and from her faith will neuer fwerue. 



10 



So fitly now here commeth next in place, 
After the proofe of proweffe ended well, 
The controuerfe of beauties foueraine grace ; 
In which to her that doth the moft excell, 
Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell : 
That many wifli to win for glorie vaine, 20 

And not for vertuous vfe, which fome doe tell 
That glorious belt did in it felfe containe, 

Which Ladies ought to loue, and feeke for to obtaine. 
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That goodly belt was Cejbis hight by name, 5 1 

And as her life by her efleemed deare. 
No wonder then, if that to winne the fame 
So many Ladies fought, as fhall appeare ; / 
For peareleffe fhe was thought, that did it beare. 
And now by this their feaft all being ended. 
The iudges which thereto felefted were. 
Into the Martian field adowne defcended. 

To deeme this doutfull cafe, for which they all 
cotended. 

But firft was queftion made, which of thofe Knights 60 
That lately tumeyd, had the wager wonne : 
There was it iudged by thofe worthie wights, 
That Satyrane the firft day beft had donne : 
For he laft ended, hauing firft begonne. 
The fecond was to Triamond behight. 
For that he fau'd the viflour from fordonne : 
For Cambell viflour was in all mens fight, 

Till by mifhap he in his foemens hand did light 

The third dayes prize vnto that ftraunger Knight, 69 
Whom all men term'd Knight of the Hebene fpeare, 
To Britamart was giuen by good right ; 
For that with puiffant ftroke ftie downe did beare 
The Saluage Knight, that viftour was whileare. 
And all the reft, which had the beft afore, 
And to the laft vnconquer'd did appeare ; 
For laft is deemed beft. To her therefore 

The fayreft Ladie was adiudgd for Paramore. 

I. 55, *p€erelcjf€*\ 1. 58, * Marh'an*—€ff, * martial' ? as Dr. Morris 
queries. 
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But thereat greatly grudged Arthegally 

And much repynd, that both of viftors meede, 
And eke of honour (he did him foreftall. 80 

Yet mote he not withftand, what was decreede ; 
But inly thought of that defpightfuft deede 
Fit time t'awaite auenged for to bee. 
This being ended thus, and all agreed, 
Then next enfew'd the Paragon to fee 

Of beauties praife, and yeeld the fayreft her due fee. 

Then / firft Cambello brought vnto their view 
His faire Cambina^ couered with a veale; 
Which being once withdrawne, moft perfefl hew 
And pairing beautie did eftfoones reueale, 90 

That able was weake harts away to fleale. 
Next did Sir Trimnond vnto their fight 
The face of his deare Canacee vnheale ; 
Whofe beauties beame eftfoones did fhine fo bright, 

That daz'd the eyes of all, as with exceeding light 

And after her did Paridell produce 

His falfe Diuffa^ that fhe might be feene ; 

Who with her forged beautie did feduce 

The hearts of fome, that faired her did wecne ; 

As diuerfe wits affefted diuers beene. 100 

Then did Sir Fcrramont vnto them (hew 

His Lucida, that was full faire and (heene. 

And after thefe an hundred Ladies moe 

Appeared in place, the which each other did outgoe. 

All which who fo dare thinke for to enchace. 
Him needeth fure a golden pen I weene, 

L 79, *rtfiyn*d*i I. 83, , for . : 1. 97, ; for ,— accepted : 1. 105, ^whj-fo,^ 
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To tell the feature of each goodly face. 
For fince the day that they created beene, 
So many heauenly faces were not feene 
Affembled in one place : ne he that thought no 
For Chian folke to pourtraift beauties Queene, 
By view of all the faireft to him brought, 
So many faire did fee, as here he might haue fought. 

At laft the mod redoubted Britoneffe^ 
Her louely Amoret did open fhew ; 
Whofe face difcouered, plainely did expreffe 
The heauenly pourtraifl of bright Angels hew. / 
Well weened all, which her that time did vew, 
That flie fhould furely beare the bell away. 
Till Blandantour, who ^bought he had the trew 120 
And very Florimell^ did her difplay : 

The fight of whom once feene did all the reft difmay. 

For all afore that feemed fayre and bright. 
Now bafe and contemptible did appeare, 
Compared to her, that fhone as Phebes light, 
Amongft the leffer ftarres in euening cleare. 
All that her faw, with wonder rauifht weare. 
And weend no mortall creature fhe fhould bee. 
But fome celeftiall fhape, that flcfh did beare : 
Yet all were glad there Florintell to fee ; 130 

Yet thought that Florimell was not fo faire as fhee. 

As guilefull Goldfmith that by fecret (kill, 
With golden foyle doth finely ouer fpred 
Some bafer metall, which commend he will 
Vnto the vulgar for good gold infted, 

1. 125, ^ PharlfcY : 1. 127, , after *y2iw'— accepted. 
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He much more goodly glofle thereon doth (hed. 
To hide his faUhood, then if it were trew : 
So hard, this Idole was to be ared. 
That Florimell her felfe in all mens vew 
She feem'd to paffe : fo forged things do faireft fhew. 

Then was that golden belt by doome of all 141 

Graunted to her, as to the fayreft Dame. 

Which being brought, about her middle fmall 

They thought to gird, as bed it her became ; 

But by no meanes they could it thereto frame. 

For euer as they faftned it, it loof 'd 

And fell away, as feeling fecret blame. 

Full oft about her waft flie it enclofd ; 
And it as oft was from about her waft difclof'd. 

That /all men wondred at the vncouth fight, 150 

And each one thought, as to their fancies came. 
But (he her felfe did thinke it doen for fpight. 
And touched was with fecret wrath and (hame 
Therewith, as thing deuiz'd her to defame. 
Then many other Ladies likewife tride, 
About their tender loynes to knit the fame ; 
But it would not on none of them abide, 

But when they thought it faft, eftfoones it was 
vntide. 

Which when that fcomefull Squire of Dames did vew, 
He lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to icft ; 1 60 

Alas for pittie that fo faire a crew, 
As like can not be feene from Eaft to Weft, 

L 141, 'tju: 
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Cannot find one this girdle to inueft. 
Fie on the man, that did it iirft inuent, 
To fhame vs all with this, Vngirt vnbUJl, 
Let neuer Ladie to his loue affent, 
That hath this day fo many fo vnmanly fhent 

Thereat all Knights gan laugh, and Ladies lowre : 

Till that at laft the gentle Amoret 

Likewife affayd, to proue that girdles powre ; 170 

And hauing it about her middle fet, 

Did find it fit, withouten breach or let 

Whereat the reft gan greatly to enuie : 

But Floritnell exceedingly did fret, 

And fnatching from her hand halfe angrily 
The belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie. 

Yet nathemore would it her bodie fit ; 
Yet natheleffe to her, as her dew right, 
It yeelded was by them, that iudged it : 
And (he her felfe ad iudged to the Knight,/ 180 

That bore the Hebene fpeare, as wonne in fight. 
But Britomart would not thereto aflent, 
Ne her owne Amoret forgoe fo light 
For that ftrange Dame, whofe beauties wonderment 

She lefTe efteem'd, then th'others vertuous gouemment. 

Whom when the reft did fee her to refufe, 

They were full glad, in hope themfelues to get her : 

Yet at her choice they all did greatly mufe. 

But after that the ludges did arret her 

Vnto the fecond beft, that lou'd her better ; 190 

That was the Saluage Knight : but he was gone 

In great difpleafure, that he could not get her. 
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Then was (he iudged Triamond his one ; 
But Triamond lou'd CanaceCy and other none. 

Tho vnto Satyran fhe was adiudged, 

Who was right glad to gaine fo goodly meed : 

But Blandamour thereat full greatly grudged, 

And litle prayfd his labours euill fpeed, 

That for to winne the faddle, loft the fteed. 

Ne leffe thereat did Paridell complaine, 200 

And thought t'appeale from that, which was decreed, 

To f ingle combat with Sir Satyrane. 

Thereto him Ate ftird, new difcord to maintaine. 

And eke with thefe, full many other Knights 
She through her wicked working did incenfe, 
Her to demaund, and chalenge as their rights, 
Deferued for their perils recompenfe, 
Amongft the reft with boaftfull vaine pretenfe 
Stept Braggadochio forth, and as his thrall 
Her claym'd, by him in battcll wonne long fens : 210 
Whereto her felfe he did to witnefle call ; 

Who being aflct, accordingly confeffed all. 

Thereat / exceeding wroth was Satyran ; 

And wroth with Satyran was Blandantour ; 

And wroth with Blandamour was Eriuan \ 

And at them both Sir Paridell did loure. 

So all together ftird vp ftrifull ftoure, 

And readie were new battell to darraine. 

Each one profeft to be her paramoure. 

And vow'd with fpeare and fhield it to maintaine ; 220 
Ne ludges powre, ne reafons rule mote them reftraine. 

L 193, ^one'-^sic, Hughes reads ' own ' : L 210, */ince ' (bod). 
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Which troublous ftirre when Satyraiie auiz*d : 
He gan to caft how to appcafe the fame, 
And to accord them all, this meanes deuiz'd : 
Firft in the midft to fet that fayreft Dame, 
To whom each one his chalenge fliould difclame, 
And he himfelfe his right would eke releafle : 
Then looke to whom (he voluntarie came. 
He fliouId without difturbance her poffefle : 

Sweete is the loue that comes alone with willingneffe. 230 

They all agreed, and then that fnowy Mayd 
Was in the middeft plafl: among them all ; 
All on her gazing wiflit, and vowd, and prayd, 
And to the Queene of beautie clofe did call, 
That (he vnto their portion might befall. 
Then when (he long had lookt vpon each one, 
As though fhe wi(hed to haue pleafd them all, 
At laft to Braggadochio felfe alone 

She came of her accord, in fpight of all his fone. 

Which when they all beheld they chaft and rag'd, 240 
And woxe nigh mad for very harts defpight. 
That from reuenge their wiUes they fcarfe a(rwag'd : 
Some thought from him her to haue reft by might ;/ 
Some proffer made with him for her to fight. 
But he nought car'd for all that they could fay : 
For he their words as wind efteemed light. 
Yet not fit place he thought it there to (lay. 

But fecretly from thence that night her bore away. 

They which remaynd, fo foone as they perceiu'd, 

That (he was gone, departed thence with fpeed, 250 

1. 226, * one ' — accepted for * once^ of '96. 
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And followed them, in mind her to haue reau'd 
From wight vnworthie of fo noble meed. 
In which pourfuit how each one did fucceede, 
Shall elfe be told in order, as it fell. 
But now of Britotnart it here doth neede, 
The hard aduentures and flrange haps to tell ; 
Since with the reft (he went not after FlorinulL 

For foone as fhe them faw to difcord fet, 
Her lift no longer in that place abide ; 
But taking with her louely Afnoret^ 260 

Vpon her firft aduenture forth did ride, 
To feeke her lou'd, making blind Loue her guide. 
Vnluckie Mayd to feeke her enemie 1 
Vnluckie Mayd to feeke him farre and wide, 
Whom, when he was vnto her felfe moft nie, 

She through his late difguizemet could him not defcrie. 

So much the more her griefe, the more her toyle : 
Yet neither toyle nor griefe (he once did fpare, 
In feeking him, that (hould her paine aiToyle ; 
Whereto great comfort in her fad misfare 270 

Was Amoret^ companion of her care : 
Who likewife fought her louer long mifwent, 
The gentle Scudamotiry whofe hart whileare 
That ftryfull hag with gealous difcontent 

Had fild, that he to fell reueng was fully bent 

Bent / to reuenge on blamelefTe Britomart 
The crime, which curfed Ate kindled earft, 

1.262, cap. *Z' — accepted : 1. 263, I for ,— accepted: 1. 274, ^Jlfyfe- 
fuU' : L 275, ; for (.) period. 
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The which like thomes did pricke his gealous hart. 
And through his foule like poyfned arrow peril, 
That by no reafon it might be reuerft, 280 

For ought that Glance could or doe or fay. 
For aye the more that ftie the fame reherft, 
The more it gauld, and grieu'd him night and day, 
That nought but dire reuenge his anger mote defray. 

So as they trauelled, the drouping night 

Couered with cloudie ftorme and bitter fhowre, 
That dreadfull feem'd to euery liuing wight, 
Vpon them fell, before her timely howre ; 
That forced them to feeke fome couert bowre, 
Where they might hide their heads in quiet reft, 290 
And (hrowd their perfons from that ftormie ftowre. 
Not farre away, not meetoi^ any guefl 

They fpide a little cottage, like fome poore mans neft. 

Vnder a fteepe hilles fide it placed was, 

There where the mouldred earth had cav'd the banke ; 
And fad bef ide a little brooke did pas 
Of muddie water, that like puddle ftanke ; 
By which few crooked fallowes gfrew in ranke : 
Whereto approaching nigh, they heard the found 
Of many yron hammers beating ranke,- 300 

And anfwering their wearie tumes around, 

That feemed fome blackfmith dwelt in that defert 
groud. 

There entring in, they found the goodman felfe. 
Full buf ily vnto his worke ybent ; 

L 278, • his * for ' //^ * of '96 : 1. 279, ' pcarc't^ : L 297, ; for ,— accepted. 
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Who was to weet a wretched wearifh elfe, 
With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes forfpent, / 
As if he had in prifon long bene pent: 
Full blacke and griefly did his face appeare, 
Befmeard with fmoke that nigh his eye-fight blent ; 
With rugged beard, and hoarie fhagged heare, 3 1 o 
The which he neuer wont to combe, or comely fliearc. 

Rude was his garment, and to rags all rent, 
Ne better had he, ne for better cared : 
With bliftred hands emongft the cinders brent, 
And fingers filthie, with long nayles vnpared. 
Right fit to rend the food, on which he fared. 
His name was Care ; a blackfmith by his trade, 
That neither day nor night, from working fpared, 
But to fmall purpofe yijgn wedges made ; 319 

Thofe be vnquiet thoughts, that carefuU minds inuade. 

In which his worke he had fixe feruants preft. 
About the Andvile (landing euermore. 
With huge great hammers, that did neuer reft 
From heaping ftroakes, which thereon foufed fore : 
All fixe ftrong groomes, but one then other more : 
For by degrees they all were difagreed ; 
So likewife did the hammers which they bore, 
Like belles in greatneffe orderly fucceed. 

That he which was the laft, the firft did farre exceede. 

He like a monftrous Gyant feem'd in fight, 330 

Farre paffing BronUus, or Pynac^nan great, 
The which in Lipari doe day and night 
Frame thunderbolts for loues auengefull threate. 

L Zi^t* prepared^ \ x6xx (bad); 1. 325, , after *fixe''\ L 331, ^Pyracomoiu^ 
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So dreadfully he did the anduile beat, 
That feem'd to duft he (hortly would it driue : 
So huge his hammer and fo fierce his heat, 
That feem'd a rocke of Diamond it could riue, 
And rend a funder quite, if he thereto lift ftriue. 

Sir / Smdatnour there entring, much admired 

The manner of their worke and wearie paine ; 340 

And hauing long beheld, at laft enquired 

The caufe and end thereof : but all in vaine ; 

For they for nought would from their worke refraine, 

Ne let his fpeeches come vnto their eare. 

And eke the breathfuU bellowes blew amaine, 

Like to the Northren winde, that none could heare : 

Thofe Pen/if ettejfe did moue; & Sighes the bellows 
weare. 

Which when that warriour faw, he faid no more. 
But in his armour layd him downe to reft : 
To reft he layd him downe vpon the flore, 350 

(Whylome for ventrous Knights the bedding beft) 
And thought his wearie limbs to haue redreft. 
And that old aged Dame, his faithfull Squire, 
Her feeble ioynts layd eke a downe to reft ; 
That needed much her weake age to defire. 

After fo long a trauell, which them both did tire. 

There lay Sir Scudamour long while expecting. 
When gentle fleepe his heauie eyes would clofe ; 
Oft chaunging fides, and oft new place ele6ling, 
Where better feem'd he mote himfelfe repofe ; 360 

!• 338, * a/under* : L 346, : for , — accq>ted. 
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And oft in wrath he thence againe vprofe ; 
And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But wherefoeuer he did himfelfe difpofe, 
He by no meanes could wifhed eafe obtaine : 
So euery place feem'd painefull, and ech changing vaine. 

And euermore, when he to fleepe did thinke, 
The hammers found his fenfes did moled ; 
And euermore, when he began to winke, 
The bellowes noyfe difturb'd his quiet reft, / 
Ne fuffred fleepe to fettle in his breft. ^70 

And all the night the dogs did barke and howle 
About the houfe, at fent of ftranger gueft : 
And now the crowing Cocke, and now the Owle 

Lowde (hriking him afflicted to the very fowle. 

And if by fortune any little nap 

Vpon his heauie eye-lids chaunft to fall, 

Eftfoones one of thofe villeins him did rap 

Vpon his headpeece with his yron mall ; 

That he was foone awaked therewithall, 

And lightly ftarted vp as one affrayd ; 380 

Or as if one him fuddenly did call. 

So oftentimes he out of fleepe abrayd. 

And then lay mufing long, on that him ill apayd. 

So long he muzed, and fo long he lay, 
That at the laft his wearie fprite oppreft 
With fleftily weaknefle, which no creature may 
Long time ref ift, gaue place to kindly reft, 
That all his fenfes did full foone arreft : 
Yet in his foundeft fleepe, his dayly feare 
His ydle braine gan bufily moleft, 390 

1. 363, ^wherefoert^ 161 1. 
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And made him dreame thofe two difloyall were : 
The thing that day mod minds, at night doe mod appeare^ 

With that, the wicked carle the maifter Smith 
A paire of redwhot yron tongs did take 
Out of the burning cinders, and therewith 
Vnder his fide him nipt, that ford to wake, 
He felt his hart for very paine to quake. 
And darted vp auenged for to be 
On him, the which his quiet flomber brake : 
Yet looking round about him none could fee ; 400 

Yet did the fmart remaine, though he himfelfe did flee. 

In / fuch difquiet and hartfretting payne. 

He all that night, that too long night did pafle. 
And now the day out of the Ocean mayne 
Began to peepe aboue this earthly maffe, 
With pearly dew fprinkling the morning grade : 
Then vp he rofe like heauie lumpe of lead, 
That in his face, as in a looking glafle. 
The fignes of anguidi one mote plainely read» 

And ghede the man to be difmayd with gealous dread. 

Vnto his lofty deede he clombe anone, 410 

And forth vpon his former voiage fared, 
And with him eke that aged Squire attone ; 
Who whatfoeuer perill was prepared, 
Both equall paines and equall perill diared : 
The end whereof and daungerous euent 
Shall for another canticle be fpared. 
But here my wearie teeme nigh ouer fpent 

Shall breath it felfe a while, after fo long a went. / 

1. 394, • nd'hot' 
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Cant. VI. 





Both Scudamour a fid ArtJugcUl 
Doe fight with Britomart : 

Hefets fur face ; doth fall in loue^ 
And foone from her depart. 





^\T^\T Hat equall torment to the griefe of mind, 
Y Y And pyning anguifh hid in gentle hart, 
That inly feeds it felfe with thoughts vnkind, 
And nourifheth her owne confuming fmart ? 
What medicine can any Leaches art i o 

Yeeld fuch a fore, that doth her grieuance hide, 
And will to none her maladie impart ? 
Such was the wound that Saidamour did gride ; 

For which Dan Plubiis felfe cannot a falue prouide. 

Who hauing left that reftlefle houfe of Care^ 
The next day, as he on his way did ride, 
Full of melancholic and fad misfare, 
Through mifconceipt ; all vnawares cfpide 
An armed Knight vnder a forreft fide, 
Sitting in (hade befide his grazing fteede ; 20 

Who foone as them approaching he defcride, 



1. 3, : for , 
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Gan towards them to pricke with eger fpeede, 
That feem'd he was full bent to fome mifchieuous deede. 

Which Scudamour perceiuing, forth iffewed 
To haue rencountred him in equall race ; 
But foone as th'other nigh approaching, ve^'ed 
The armes he bore, his fpeare he gan abafc, 
And / voide his courfe : at which fo fuddain cafe 
He wondred much. But th'other thus can fay ; 
Ah gentle Scudmnaiiry vnto your grace 30 

I me fubmit, and you of pardon pray, 

That almoft had againft you trefpafled this day. 

Whereto thus Scudamour^ Small harme it were 
For any knight, vpon a ventrous knight 
Without difpleafance for to proue his fpere. 
But reade you Sir, fith ye my name haue hight, 
What is your owne, that I mote you requite ? 
Certes (fayd he) ye mote as now excufe 
Me from difcouering you my name aright : 
For time yet femes that I the fame refufe, 40 

But call ye me the Saluage Knight^ as others vfe. 

Then this. Sir Saluage Knight (quoth he) areede ; 
Or doe you here within this forreft wonne. 
That feemeth well to anfwere to your weede ? 
Or haue ye it for fome occafion donne } 
That rather feemes, fith knowen armes ye fhonne. 
This other day (fayd he) a ftranger knight 
Shame and difhonour hath vnto me donne ; 

1. 25, * f^encountred'* : 1. 27, . for , {had) : 1. 37, ? for , but I place after 
* requUe^^ not after ' owfu"* : 1. 44 within ( ). 
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On whom I waite to wreake that foule defpight, 
When euer he this way (hall pafle by day or night 50 

Shame be his meede (quoth he) that meaneth fhame. 
But what is he, by whom ye (hamed were ? 
A (faranger knight, fayd he, vnknowne by name, 
But knowne by fame, and by an Hebene fpeare, 
With which he all that met him, downe did beare. 
He in an open Tumey lately held, 
Fro me the honour of tliat game did reare ; 
And hauing me all wearie earft, downe feld. 

The fayreft Ladie reft, and euer f ince withheld. / 

When Scudamour heard mention of that fpeare, 60 
He wifl right well, that it was Britomart^ 
The which from him his fairefl loue did beare. 
Tho gan he fwell in euery inner part, 
For fell defpight, and gnaw his gealous hart. 
That thus he (harply fayd ; Now by my head. 
Yet is not this the firft vnknightly part. 
Which that fame knight, whom by his launce I read, 

Hath doen to noble knights, that many makes him 
dread. 

For lately he my loue hath fro me reft. 

And eke defiled with foule villanie 70 

The facred pledge, which in his faith was left, 

In fhame of knighthood and fidelitie ; 

The which ere long full deare he fhall abie. 

And if to that auenge by you decreed 

This hand may heipe, or fuccour ought fupplie, 

It fhall not fayle, when fo ye fhall it need. 

So both to wreake their wrathes on Britomart agreed. 
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Whiles thus they communed, lo farre away 

A Knight foft ryding towards them they fpyde, 
Attyr'd in forraine armes and ftraunge aray : 80 

Who when they nigh approcht, they plaine defcryde 
To be the fame, for whom they did abyde. 
Sayd then Sir Scudatnour^ Sir Saluage knight 
Let me this craue, f ith firft I was defyde, 
That firft I may that wrong to him requite : 

And if I hap to fayle, you (hall recure my right. 

Which being yeelded, he his threatfull fpeare 
Gan fewter, and againft her fiercely ran. 
Who foone as fhe him faw approaching neare 
With fo fell rage, her fclfe (he lightly gan 90 

To / dight, to welcome him, well as (he can : 
But entertaind him in fo rude a wife. 
That to the ground (he fmote both horfe and man ; 
Whence neither greatly hafted to arife. 

But on their common harmes together did deuife. 

But Artegall beholding his mifchaunce. 

New matter added to his former fire ; 

And eft auentring his fteeleheaded launce, 

Againft her rode, full of defpiteous ire. 

That nought but fpoyle and vengeance did require. 

But to himfelfe his felonous intent 10 1 

Returning, difappointed his defire. 

Whiles vnawares his faddle he forwent. 
And found himfelfe on ground in great amazement 

Lightly he darted vp out of that ftound, 

And fnatching forth his direfull deadly blade, 

VIL 9 
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Did leape to her, as doth an eger hound 
Thruft to an Hynd within fome couert glade, 
Whom without perill he cannot inuade. 
With fuch fell greedines he her affayled, i lo 

That though flie mounted were, yet he her made 
To giue him ground, (fo much his force preuayled) 
And (hun his mightie ftrokes, gainft which no armes 
auayled. 

So as they courfed here and there, it chaunft 
That in her wheeling round, behind her creft 
So forely he her ftrooke, that thence it glaunft 
Adowne her backe, the which it fairely bleft 
From foule mifchance ; ne did it euer reft. 
Till on her horfes hinder parts it fell ; 
Where by ting deepe, fo deadly it impreft, 120 

That quite it chynd his backe behind the fell, 

And to alight on foote her algates did compell. / 

Like as the lightning brond from riuen fkie, 
Throwne out by angry lone in his vengeance. 
With dreadfull force falles on fome fteeple hie ; 
Which battring, downe it on the church doth glance. 
And teares it all with terrible mifchance. 
Yet (he no whit difmayd, her fteed forfooke. 
And cafting from her that enchaunted lance, 
Vnto her fword and fhield her foone betooke; 1 30 

And therewithall at him right furioufly fhe ftrooke. 

So furioufly flie ftrooke in her firft heat, 

Whiles with long fight on foot he breathlefle was, 
That fhe him forced backward to retreat. 
And yeeld vnto her weapon way to pas : 
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Whofe raging rigour neither fteelc nor bras 
Could flay, but to the tender flefh it went, 
And pour'd the purple bloud forth on the gras ; 
That all his mayle yriv'd, and plates yrent, 
Shew'd all his bodie bare vnto the cruell dent. 140 

At length when as he faw her haflie heat 
Abate, and panting breath begin to fayle, 
He through long fufiferSce growing now more great, 
Rofe in his ftrength, and gan her frefli afTayle, 
Heaping huge ftrokes, as thicke as fhowre of hayle, 
And lafliing dreadfully at euery part, 
As if he thought her foule to difentrayle. 
Ah cruell hand, and thrife more cruell hart, (art. 

That workft fuch wrecke on her, to whom thou deareft 

What yron courage euer could endure, 150 

To worke fuch outrage on fo faire a creature ? 
And in his madnefle thinke with hands impure 
To fpoyle fo goodly workmanfliip of nature. 
The / maker felfe refembling in her feature ? 
Certes fome hellifli furie, or fome feend 
This mifchiefe framd, for their firft loues defeature, 
To bath their hands in bloud of deareft freend, 

Thereby to make their loues beginning, their Hues end. 

Thus long they trac'd, and trauerft to and fro, 

Sometimes purfewing, and fometimes purfewed, 160 

Still as aduantage they efpyde thereto : 

But toward th'end Sir Arthegall renewed 

His ftrength ftill more, but fhe ftill more decrewed. 

At laft his luckleiTe hand he heau'd on hie, 

Hauing his forces all in one accrewed, 
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And therewith ftroke at her fo hideouflie, 
That feemed nought but death mote be her deflinie. 

The wicked ftroke vpon her helmet chaunft, 
And with the force, which in it felfe it bore, 
Her ventayle ftiard away, and thence forth glaunft 
A downe in vaine, ne harm'd her any more. 170 
With that her angels face, vnfeene afore, 
Like to the ruddie mome appeard in fight, 
Deawed with f iluer drops, through fweating fore ; 
But fomewhat redder, then befeem'd aright, 

Through toylefome heate and labour of her weaiy fight. 

And round about the fame, her yellow heare 

Hauing through ftirring loofd their wonted band. 

Like to a golden border did appeare. 

Framed in goldfmithes forge with cunning hand^ 180 

Yet goldfmithes cunning could not vnderftand 

To frame fuch fubtile wire, fo (hinie cleare. 

For it did glifter like the golden fand. 

The which Pailolus with his waters (here, 

Throwes forth vpon the riuage round about him nere. / 

And as his hand he vp againe did reare, 

Thinking to worke on her his vtmoft wracke, 
His powreleflfe arme benumbd with fecret feare 
From his reuengefull purpofe fhronke abacke, 
" And cruell fword out of his fingers flacke 1 90 

Fell downe to ground, as if the fteele had fence, 
And felt fome ruth, or fence his hand did lacke, 
Or both of them did thinke, obedience 

To doe to fo diuine a beauties excellence. 

1. 172, (vn/eine afori) : L 174, ; for ,— oceepted : L 189^ *Jknmke.^ 
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And he himfelfe long gazing thereupon, 
At lafl fell humbly downe vpon his knee, 
And of his wonder made religion, 
Weening fome heauenly goddeffe he did fee, 
Or elfe vnweeting, what it elfe might bee ; 
And pardon her befought his errour frayle, 200 

That had done outrage in fo high degree : 
Whileft trembling horrour did his fenfe aflayle, 

And made ech member quake, and manly hart to quayle. 

NathelefTe (he full of wrath for that late ilroke, 
All that long while vpheld her wrathfull hand, 
With fell intent, on him to bene ywroke, 
And looking fleme, dill ouer him did (land, 
Threatning to (Irike, vnlefTe he would withftand : 
And bad him rife, or furely he fhould die, 
But die or liue, for nought he would vpftand 2 1 o 
But her of pardon prayd more earneftlie. 

Or wreake on him her will for fo great iniurie. 

Which when as Saidamour^ who now abrayd, 
Beheld, whereas he ftood not farre afide, 
He was therewith right wondroufly difmayd. 
And drawing nigh, when as he plaine defcride 
That / peereleffe pateme of Dame natures pride. 
And heauenly image of perfeftion. 
He bleft himfelfe, as one fore terrifide, 
And turning his feare to faint deuotion, 220 

Did worfliip her as fome celefliall vifion. 

But Glaiue^ feeing all that chaunced there. 
Well weeting how their errour to affoyle, 

L 210, , — accepted : L 220, ' his * dropped in 1609. 
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Full glad of fo good end, to them drew nere, 
And her falewd with feemely belaccoyle, 
loyous to fee her fafe after long toyle. 
Then her befought, as (he to her was deare, 
To graunt vnto thofe warriours truce a whyle ; 
Which yeelded, they their beuers vp did reare, 
And (hew'd themfelues to her, fuch as indeed they were. 

When Britomart with fharpe auizefull eye 231 

Beheld the louely face of Artegally 
Tempred with fterneffe and ftout maieftie, 
She gan eftfoones it to her mind to call, 
To be the fame which in her fathers hall 
Long fince in that enchaunted glaffe (he faw. 
Therewith her wrathfull courage gan appall, 
And haughtie fpirits meekely to adaw, 

That her enhaunced hand (he downe can foft withdraw. 

Yet fhe it forft to haue againe vpheld, 240 

As fayning choler, which was tum'd to cold : 
But euer when his vifage (he beheld, 
Her hand fell downe, and would no longer hold 
The wrathfull weapon gainft his countnance bold : 
But when in vaine to fight (he oft a(rayd, 
She arm'd her tongue, and thought at him to fcold ; 
NathleflTe her tongue not to her will obayd, 

But brought forth fpeeches myld, when (he would haue 
miffayd. / 

But Scndamour now woxen inly glad, 

That all his gealous feare he falfe had found, 250 

1. 232, * ArthegalV ; and so usually.* 
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And how that Hag his loue abufed had 
With breach of faith and loyaltie vnfound, 
The which long time his grieued hart did wound, 
He thus befpake ; certes Sir Artegall^ 
I ioy to fee you lout fo low on ground, 
And now become to Hue a Ladies thrall. 
That whylome in your minde wont to defpife them all. 

Soone as fhe heard the name of Artegall, 

Her hart did leape, and all her hart-ftrings tremble, 
For fudden ioy, and fecret feare withall, 260 

And all her vitall powres with motion nimble. 
To fuccour it, themfelues gan there aflemble. 
That by the fwift recourfe of flufhing blood 
Right plaine appeard, though fhe it would diflemble, 
And fayned dill her former angry mood, . 

Thinking to hide the depth by troubling of the flood. 

When Glauce thus gan wifely all vpknit ; 

Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath brought. 
To be fpeftators of this vncouth fit, 
Which fecret fate hath in this Ladie wrought, 270 
Againft the courfe of kind, ne meruaile nought, 
Ne thenceforth feare the thing that hethertoo 
Hath troubled both your mindes with idle thought. 
Fearing leafl fhe your loues away fhould woo. 

Feared in vaine, fith meanes ye fee there wants there- 
too. 

And you Sir Artegall^ the faluage knight. 

Henceforth may not difdaine, that womans hand 

1. 254, ' He ' 1609, and Upton and Church suggest ' Him.' 
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Hath conquered you aoew in fecond fight : 
For whylome they haue cooquerd fea and land. 
And / heaucn it felfe^tfaat nought may them withftand, 
Ne henceforth be rebellious vnto loue, 281 

That is the crowne of knighthood, and the band 
Of noble minds deriued from aboue. 
Which being knit with vertue, neuer will remoue. 

And you faire Ladie knight, my deareft Dame, 
Relent the rigour of your wrathfuU will, 
Whofe fire were better tum'd to other flame ; 
And wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Graunt him your grace, but fo that he fulfill 
The penance, which ye (hall to him cmpart: 290 
For louers heauen mud pafle by forrowes helL 
Thereat full inly bluflied Britomart ; 

But Artegall clofe fmyling io/d in fecret hart 

Yet durfl he not make loue fo fuddenly, 
Ne thinke th'affeAion of her hart to draw 
From one to other fo quite contrary : 
Befides her modeft countenance he faw 
So goodly graue, and full of princely aw. 
That it his ranging fancie did refraine. 
And loofer thoughts to lawfuU bounds withdraw; 300 
Whereby the paiTion grew more fierce and faine. 

Like to a (lubbome fleede whom flrong hand would re* 
flraine. 

But Scudamour whofe hart twixt doubtfull feare 
And feeble hope hung all this while fufpence, 

1. 299, ^ racing' {y^\\\ 
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Defiring tA his AtHoret to heare 
Some gladfull newes and fure intelligence, 
Her thus befpake ; But Sir without oifence 
Mote I requeft you tydings of my loue, 
My Amaret^ fith you her freed fro thence, 
Where (he captiued long, great woes did proue; 310 
That where ye left, I may her feeke, as doth behoue. / 

To whom thus Britomart^ certes Sir knight, 
What is of her become, or whether reft, 
I can not vnto you aread a right 
For from that time I from enchaunters theft 
Her freed, in which ye her all hopeleffe left, 
I her preferu'd from perill and from feare. 
And euermore from villenie her kept : 
Ne euer was there wight to me more deare 

Then fhe, ne vnto whom I more true loue did beare. 

Till on a day as through a defert wyld 321 

We trauelled, both wearie of the way 
We did alight, and fate in fhadow myld ; 
Where feareleffe I to fleepe me downe did lay. 
But when as I did out of fleepe abray, 
I found her not, where I her left whyleare. 
But thought fhe wandred was, or gone aflray. 
I cal'd her loud, I fought her farre and neare ; 

But no where could her find, nor tydings of her 
heare. 

When Scudaniour thofe heauie tydings heard, 330 

His hart was thrild with point of deadly feare ; 
Ne in his face or bloud or life appeard, 
But fenfelcfle flood, like to a mazed fleare, 
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That yet of mortall ftroke the ftound doth beare. 
Till Glauce thus ; Faire Sir, be nought difmayd 
With needelefTe dread, till certaintie ye heare : 
For yet flie may be fafe though fomewhat ftrayd ; 
Its beft to hope the bed, though of the worft afirayd. 

Nathlefle he hardly of her chearefull fpeech 

Did comfort take, or in his troubled fight 340 

Shewed change of better cheare : fo fore a breach 
That fudden newes had made into his fpright ; 
Till / Britomart him fairely thus behight ; 
Great caufe of forrow certes Sir ye haue : 
But comfort take : for by this heauens light 
I vow, you dead or liuing not to leaue, 

Till I her find, and wreake on him that did her reaue. 

Therewith he refted, and well pleafed was. 
So peace being confirmed amongft them all, 
They tooke their deeds, and forward thence did pas 
Vnto fome refting place, which mote befall, 351 

All being guided by Sir AriegalL 
Where goodly folace was vnto them made. 
And dayly feafting both in bowre and hall, 
Vntill that they their wounds well healed had, 

And wearie limmes recur'd after late vfage bad. 

In all which time. Sir Artegall made way 
Vnto the loue of noble Britofnart, 
And with meeke feruice and much fuit did lay 
Continuall fiege vnto her gentle hart ; 360 

1. 360, ; for , — accepted. 
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Which being whylome launcht with louely dai% 
More eath was new impreffion to receiue, 
How euer (he her paynd with womanifh art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceiue : 
Vaine is the art that feekes it felfe for to deceiue. 

So well he woo'd her, and fo well he wrought her, 
With faire entreatie and fweet blandifhment. 
That at the length vnto a bay he brought her, 
So as fhe to his fpeeches was content 
To lend an eare, and foftly to relent 370 

At laft through many vowes which forth he pour*d, 
And many othes, (he yeelded her confent 
To be his loue, and take him for her Lord, 

Till they with marriage meet might (inifh that 
accord. / 

Tho when they had long time there taken reft. 
Sir Artegall^ who all this while was bound 
Vpon an hard aduenture yet in queft, 
Fit time for him thence to depart it found, 
To follow that, which he did long propound ; 
And vnto her his congee came to take. 3 80 

But her therewith full fore difpleafd he found, 
And loth to leaue her late betrothed make, 

Her deareft loue full loth fo (hortly to forfake. 

Yet he with ftrong perfwafions her afTwaged, 
And wonne her will to fuflfer him depart ; 
For which his faith with her he faft engaged, 
And thoufand vowes from bottome of his hart 

11. 376-7, {who . . . puft). 
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That all fo foone as he by wit or art 
Could that atchieue, whereto he did afpire, 
He vnto her would fpeedily reuert : 390 

No longer fpace thereto he did def ire, 
But till the homed moone three courfes did expire. 

With which fhe for the prefent was appeafed, 
And yeelded leaue, how euer malcontent 
She inly were, and in her mind difpleafed* 
So early in the morrow next he went 
Forth on his way, to which he was ybent. 
Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide. 
As whylome was the cuflome ancient 
Mongft Knights, when on aduentures they did ride, 

Saue that (he algates him a while accompanide. 40 1 

And by the way ihe fundry purpofe found 
Of this or that, the time for to delay, 
And of the perils whereto he was bound, 
The feare whereof feem'd much her to affray : 
But / all {he did was but to weare out day. 
Full oftentimes fhe leaue of him did take ; 
And eft againe deuiz'd fome what to fay. 
Which fhe forgot, whereby excufe to make : 

So loth fhe was his companie for to forfake. 410 

At lafl when all her fpeeches fhe had fpent, 
And new occafion fayld her more to find. 
She left him to his fortunes gouemment. 
And backe returned with right heauie mind, 

1. 396, 'm* : 1. 414, , for period (.). 
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To Scudamour^ who fhe had left behind : 
With whom (he went to feeke faire Atnoret^ 
Her fecond care, though in anotherkind ; 
For vertues onely fake, which doth beget 
True loue and faithfull friendfhip, ihe by her did fet 

Backe to that defert forreft they retyred, 420 

Where forie Britomart had loft her late ; 
There they her fought, and euery where inquired, 
Where they might tydings get of her eftate ; 
Yet found they none. But by what haplefle fate. 
Or hard misfortune fhe was thence conuayd, 
And ftolne away from her beloued mate, 
Were long to tell ; therefore I here will flay 

Vntill another tyde, that I it finilh may. / 

1. 415, *whin^ : ib,^ : for , : 11. 418-19 (which . . .friend/hip)* 
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^^ Amoret rapt by grtedie lujl ^^ 

T Belphebe fcuus front dread: T 

^^ TTu Sqtdre her loues,^ and being blamed 1^^ 

CjU his daycs in dole doth lead, ifL^ 

GReat God of loue, that with thy cruell darts, 
Doeft conquer greateft conquerors on ground, 
And fetfl thy kingdome in the captiue harts 
Of Kings and Keafars, to thy feruice bound, 
What glorie, or what guerdon haft thou found I o 
In feeble Ladies tyranning fo fore ; 
And adding anguifli to the bitter wound, 
With which their Hues thou lanchedft long afore. 
By heaping ftormes of trouble on them daily more ? 

So whylome didft thou to faire Florintell ; 
And fo and fo to noble Britoinart : 
So doeft thou now to her, of whom I tell. 
The louely Amoret^ whofe gentle hart 
Thou martyreft with forow and with fmart. 
In faluage forrefts, and in deferts wide, 20 

With Beares and Tygers taking heauie part, 

t 3, * Biiphcsbet'' and : for , — accepted: 1. 6, 'darts' — accepted for 
*dM' of *96 : 1. 13, * launcedji: 
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Withouten comfort, and withouten guide, 
That pittie is to heare the perils, which fhe tride. 

So foone as (he with that braue Britoneffe 
Had left that Turneyment for beauties prife, 
They trauel'd long ; that now for wearineffe, 
Both of the way, and warlike exercife, 
Both / through a foreft ryding did deuife 
T'alight, and reft their wearie limbs awhile. 
There heauie fleepe the eye-lids did furprife 30 

Of Britomart after long tedious toyle. 

That did her paHed paines in quiet reft aiToyle. 

The whiles faire Amoret^ of nought affeard, 

Walkt through the wood, for pleafure, or for need ; 

When fuddenly behind her backe ftie heard 

One rufhing forth out of the thickeft weed. 

That ere fhe backe could turne to taken heed, 

Had vnawares her fnatched vp from ground. 

Feebly fhe fhriekt, but fo feebly indeed, 

That Britomart heard not the fhrilling found, 40 

There where through weary trauel fhe lay fleeping foud. 

It was to weet a wilde and faluage man. 
Yet was no man, but onely like in fhape, 
And eke in ftature higher by a fpan, 
All ouergrowne with haire, that could awhape 
An hardy hart ; and his wide mouth did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tufked Bore : 
For he liu'd all on rauin and on rape 
Of men and beafts ; and fed on flefhly gore, 

The figne whereof yet ftain'd his bloudy lips afore. 50 

1. 26, ; for ,— accepted : 1. 33 {of nought affeard) : 1. 46, ; after * hart,^ 
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His neather lip was not like man nor beaft. 

But like a wide deepe poke, downe hanging low. 

In which he wont the relickes of his feaft, 

And cruell fpoyle, which he had fpard, to ftow : 

And ouer it his huge great nofe did grow, 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with bloud ; 

And downe both fides t>^*o wide long eares did glow, 

And raught downe to his wafte, when vp he flood, 

More great then th'eares of Elephants by Indus flood. / 

His waft was with a wreath of yuie greene 60 

Engirt about, ne other garment wore : 
For all his haire was like a garment feene ; 
And in his hand a tall young oake he bore, 
Whofe knottie fnags were (harpned all afore. 
And beath'd in (ire for fteele to be in fted. 
But whence he was, or of what wombe ybore. 
Of beafts, or of the earth, I haue not red : 

But certes was with milke of Wolues and Tygres fed 

This vgly creature in his armes her fnatcht. 

And through the forreft bore her quite away, 70 

With briers and bufhes all to rent and fcratcht ; 

Ne care he had, ne pittie of the pray. 

Which many a knight had fought fo many a day. 

He ftayed not, but in his armes her bearing 

Ran, till he came to th'end of all his way, 

Vnto his caue, farre from all peoples hearing, (fearing. 

And there he threw her in, nought feeling, ne nought 

For fhe deare Ladie all the way was dead, 

Whileft he in armes her bore ; but when (he felt 

1. 76^ , alter '<aai#'— flccq>ted: L 78, Qieart Lad/). 
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Her felfe downe fouft, ftie waked out of dread 80 
Streight into griefe, that her deare hart nigh fwelt, 
And eft gan into tender teares to melt 
Then when (he lookt about, and nothing found 
But darkneflfe and dread horrour, where fhe dwelt, 
She almoft fell againe into a fwound, 
Ne wift whether aboue (he were, or vnder ground. 

With that fhe heard fome one clofe by her fide 
Sighing and fobbing fore, as if the paine 
Her tender hart in peeces would diuide : 
Which fhe long liftning, foftly afkt againe 90 

What / mifter wight it was that fo did plaine ? 
To whom thus aunfwer'd was : Ah wretched wight 
That feekes to know anothers griefe in vaine, 
Vnweeting of thine owne like hapleffe plight : 

Selfe to forget to mind another, is ouerfight. 

Aye me (faid (he) where am I, or with whom ? 
Emong the liuing, or emong the dead ? 
What (hall of me vnhappy maid become ? 
Shall death be th'end, or ought elfe worfe, aread. 
Vnhappy mayd (then anfwerd (he) whofe dread lOO 
Vntride, is lefle then when thou (halt it try : 
Death is to him, that wretched life doth lead, 
Both grace and gaine ; but he in hell doth lie, 

That Hues a loathed life, and wifhing cannot die. 

This difmall day hath thee a caytiue made, 
And va(rall to the vileft wretch aliue ; 

1. 95i ' orefigkt ' : 1. 105, ^cayihu ' — some suggest ' captiuel* ; bnt * caytiue ' 
is Spenser's usual word. Cf. Book III., c xi., L SS, and Glossary, s,v, : 
1. io6y ; for , — accepted. 
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Whofe curfed vfage and vngodly trade 
The heauens abhorre, and into darkenefle driue. 
For on the fjpoile of women he doth Hue, 
Whofe bodies chad, when euer in his powre 1 1 o 
He may them catch, vnable to gaineftriue, 
He with his (hamefull luft doth firft deflowre, 
And afterwards themfelues doth cruelly deuoure. 

Now twenty daies, by which the fonnes of men 

Diuide their works, haue pad through heuen fheene, 
Since I was brought into this dolefull den ; 
During which fpace thefe fory eies haue feen 
Seauen women by him flaine, and eaten clene. 
And now no more for him but I alone, 
And this old woman here remaining bcene ; 120 
Till thou cam'ft hither to augment our mone ; 

And of vs three to morrow he will fure eate one. / 

Ah dreadfull tidings which thou doeft declare, 
(Quoth (he) of all that euer hath bene knowen : 
Full many great calamities and rare 
This feeble breft endured hath, but none 
Equall to this, where euer I haue gone. 
But what are you, whom like vnlucky lot 
Hath linckt with me in the fame chaine attone? 130 
To tell (quoth (he) that which ye fee, needs not ; 

A wofull wretched maid, of God and man forgot 

But what I was, it irkes me to reherfe 
Daughter vnto a Lord of high degree ; 

L III, ^ gmnt-flnue^ \ 11. 1 14-15 (J>y * • * works)*, L 121, ; for , — ac- 
oept€cL 
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That ioyd in happy peace, till fates peruerfe 
With giiilefuU loue did fecretly agree, 
To ouerthrow my ftate and dignitie. 
It was my lot to loue a gentle fwaine, 
Yet was he but a Squire of low degree ; 
Yet was he meet, vnleffc mine eye did faine, 140 
By any Ladies fide for Leman to haue laine. 

But for his meanneife and difparagement, 
My Sire, who me too dearely well did loue, 
Vnto my choife by no meanes would afTent, 
But often did my folly fowle reproue. 
Yet nothing could my fixed mind remoue. 
But whether willed or nilled friend or foe, 
I me refolu'd the vtmoft end to proue. 
And rather then my loue abandon fo. 

Both fire, and friends, and all for euer to forgo. 150 

Thenceforth I fought by fecret meanes to worke 
Time to my will, and from his wrathfull fight 
To hide th'intent, which in my heart did lurke, 
Till I thereto had all things ready dight 
So / on a day vnweeting vnto wight, 
I with that Squire agreede away to flit, 
And in a priuy place, betwixt vs hight, 
Within a groue appointed him to meete ; 

To which I boldly came vpon my feeble feete. 

But ah vnhappy houre me thither brought : 160 

For in that place where I him thought to find, 
There was I found, contrary to my thought. 
Of this accurfed Carle of hellifh Idnd ; 

L 143, {who . . . hue) : 1. 163, ; Ux ,— aocq>ted. 
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The fhame of men, and plague of womankind : 
Who truflfing me, as Eagle doth his pray, 
Me hether brought with him, as fwift as wind, 
Where yet vntouched till this prefent day, 
I reft his wretched thrall, the fad AEmylia. 

Ah fad AEmylia (then fayd Avtoret^ 

Thy rueful! plight I pitty as mine owne. 170 

But read to me, by what deuife or wit. 

Haft thou in all this time, from him vnknowne 

Thine honor fau'd, though into thraldome throwne ? 

Through helpe (quoth (he) of this old woman here 

I haue fo done, as (he to me hath fhowne. 

For euer when he burnt in luftfuU (ire, 

She in my ftead fupplide his beftiall def ire. 

Thus of their euils as they did difcourfe. 

And each did other much bewaile and mone ; 
Loe where the villaine felfe, their forrowes fourfe, 
Came to the caue, and rolling thence the ftone, 181 
Which wont to ftop the mouth thereof, that none 
Might {(Tue forth, came rudely ru(hing in, 
And fpredding ouer all the (lore alone, 
Gan dight himfelfe vnto his wonted f inne ; 

Which ended, then his bloudy banket (hould be- 
ginne. / 

Which when as fearefull Amaret perceiued, 
She (laid not the vtmoft end thereof to try, 
But like a ghaftly Gelt, whofe wits are reaued, 
Ran forth in haft with hideous outcry, 190 

L 164, : for , — accepted : L 173, ? for . : L 187, *wh€n'as,' 
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For horrour of his (hamefull villany. 
But after her full lightly he vprofe, 
And her purfu'd as fad as fhe did flie : 
Full fail fhe flies, and farre afore him goes, 
Ne feeles the thorns and thickets pricke her tender toes. 

Nor hedge, nor ditch, nor hill, nor dale fhe flaies, 
But ouerleapes them all, like Robucke light. 
And through the thickcfl makes her nighefl waies ; 
And euermore when with regardfuU fight 
She looking backe, efpies that griefly wight 200 

Approching nigh, fhe gins to mend her pace. 
And makes her feare a fpur to haft her flight : 
More fwift then Myrrh* or Daphne in her race, 

Or any of the Thracian Nimphes in faluage chafe. 

Long fo fhe fled, and fo he followed long ; 
Ne liuing aide for her on earth appeares. 
But if the heauens helpe to redrefle her wrong, 
Moued with pitty of her plenteous teares. 
It fortuned BelpJube with her peares 
The woody Nimphs, and with that louely boy, 210 
Was hunting then the Libbards and the Beares, 
In thefe wild woods, as was her wonted ioy. 

To banifh floth, that oft doth noble mindes annoy. 

It fo befell, as oil it fals in chace. 

That each of them from other fundred were, 
And that fame gentle Squire arriu'd in place. 
Where this fame curfed caytiue did appeare, 

1. 196, « Nor — Collier would read * For htdgt' : L 207, * to *—sic in '96 
and 1609, but omitted in 1679 : 1. 214 (oi • • . rAac^), 
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Purfuing / that faire Lady fiill of feare ; 
And now he her quite ouertaken had ; 
And now he her away with him did beare 220 

Vnder his arme, as feeming wondrous glad, 
That by his grenning laughter mote farre off be rad. 

Which drery fight the gentle Squire efpying, 
Doth haft to crofle him by the neareft way, 
Led with that wofull Ladies piteous crying, 
And him aflailes with all the might he may : 
Yet will not he the louely fpoile downe lay, 
But with his cn^^ club in his right hand. 
Defends him felfe, and faues his gotten pray. 
Yet had it bene right hard him to withftand, 230 

But that he was full light and nimble on the land. 

Thereto the viUaine vfed craft in fight ; 

For euer when the Squire his iauelin (hooke. 
He held the Lady forth before him right, 
And with her body, as a buckler, broke 
The puifTance of his intended flroke. 
And if it chaunft, (as needs it muft in fight) 
Whileft he on him was greedy to be wroke. 
That any little blow on her did light. 

Then would he laugh aloud, and gather great delight. 

Which fubtill fleight did him encumber much, 241 

And made him oft, when he would ftrike, forbeare ; 
For hardly could he come the carle to touch, 
But that he her muft hurt, or hazard neare : 

1. 218, ; for ,— «ccepted : L 223, • Which' kx « With '—misprint of '96 
"ipted : L 226, : for ,--«coepted. 
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Yet he his hand fo carefully did beare, 
That at the laft he did himfelfe attaine, 
And therein left the pike head of his fpeare. 
A flreamc of coleblacke bloud thence gufht amaine, 
That all her f ilken garments did with bloud beflaine. / 

With that he threw her rudely on the flore, 250 

And laying both his hands vpon his glaue, 
With dreadfuU flrokes let driue at him fo fore, 
That ford him flie abacke, himfelfe to faue : 
Yet he therewith fo felly ftill did raue, 
That fcarfe the Squire his hand could once vpreare, 
But for aduantage ground vnto him gaue, 
Tracing and trauerf ing, now here, now there ; 

For bootleffe thing it was to think fuch blowes to beare. 

Whileft thus in battell they embuf ied were, 

Belplube raunging in that forreft wide, 260 

The hideous noife of their huge ftrokes did heare, 
And drew thereto, making her eare her guide. 
Whom when that theefe approching nigh efpide^ 
With bow in hand, and arrowes ready bent, 
He by his former combate would not bide. 
But fled away with ghaftly dreriment. 

Well knowing her to be his deaths fole inftrument 

Whom feeing flie, fhe fpeedily pourfewed 
With winged feete, as nimble as the winde ; 
And euer in her bow flie ready fliewed, 270 

The arrow, to his deadly marke defynde, 

1. 256, (^for advantage) : 1, 260, {raunging . , . wide) : 1. 264, * boaw,* 
and so L 270 : 1. 269, ; for , — accepted. 
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As when Latonaes daughter cniell kynde, 
In vengement of her mothers great difgrace, 
With fell defpight her cruell arrowes tynde 
Gainft wofull Niobes vnhappy race, 
That all the gods did mone her miferable cafe. 

So well (he fped her and fo far fhe ventred, 
That ere vnto his hellifh den he raught, 
Euen as he ready was there to haue entred, 
She fent an arrow forth with mighty draught, 280 
That / in the very dore him ouercaught, 
And in his nape arriuing, through it thrild 
His greedy throte, therewith in two diftraught, 
That all his vitall fpirites thereby fpild, 

And all his hairy bred with gory bloud was fild. 

Whom when on ground fhe groueling faw to rowle, 
She ran in haft his life to haue bereft : 
But ere (he could him reach, the finfuU fowle 
Hauing his carrion corfe quite fenceleflfe left, 
Was fled to hell, furcharg'd with fpoile and theft. 290 
Yet ouer him (he there long gazing ftood, 
And oft admir'd his monftrous (hape, and oft 
His mighty limbs, whileft all with filthy bloud 

The place there ouerflowne, feemd like a fodaine flood. 

Thenceforth (he paft into his dreadfull den. 

Where nought but darkefome drerineflTe (he found, 
Ne creature faw, but hcarkned now and then 
Some litle whifpering, and foft groning found. 

.... 1. 295, ' Thcnci, forth: 
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With that (he afkt, what ghofts there vnder ground 
Lay hid in horrour of eternal! night ? 300 

And bad them, if fo be they were not bound, 
To come and (hew themfelues before the light. 
Now freed from feare and danger of that difmall wight. 

Then forth the fad AEmylia iflewed, 

Yet trembling euery ioynt through former feare ; 

And after her the Hag, there with her mewed, 

A foule and lothfome creature did appeare ; 

A leman fit for fuch a louer deare. 

That mou'd Belphebe her no leffe to hate. 

Then for to rue the others heauy cheare ; 3 10 

Of whom (lie gan enquire of her eftate. 

Who all to her at large, as hapned, did relate. / 

Thence (he them brought toward the place, where late 
She left the gentle Squire with Amoret : 
There (he him found by that new louely mate, 
Who lay the whiles in fwoune, full fadly fet, 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet. 
Which foftly ftild, and kiffing them atweene, 
And handling foft the hurts, which Ihe did get 
For of that Carle flie forely bruz'd had beene, 320 

Als of his owne ra(h hand one wound was to be feene. 

Which when flie faw, with fodaine glauncing eye, 
Her noble heart with fight thereof was fild 
With deepe difdaine, and great indignity. 
That in her wrath flie thought them both haue thrild, 
With that felfe arrow, which the Carle had kild : 

1. 304, ^fad ' for misprint of '96 * faid ' — accepted. 
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Yet held her wrathful! hand from vengeance fore, 
But drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld ; 
Is this the faith ihe faid, and faid no more, 
But tumd her face, and fled away for euermore. 330 

He feeing her depart, arofe vp light, 

Right fore agrieued at her fharpe reproofe, 
And followed fafl : but when he came in fight. 
He duril not nigh approch, but kept aloofe. 
For dread of her difpleafures vtmoft proofe. 
And euermore, when he did grace entreat, 
And framed fpeaches fit for his behoofe, 
Her mortall arrowes, (he at him did threat. 

And ford him backe with fowle diflionor to retreat 

At laft when long he follow'd had in vaine, 340 

Yet found no eafe of griefe, nor hope of grace, 
Vnto thofe woods he turned backe againe. 
Full of fad anguifh, and in heauy cafe : 
And / finding there fit folitary place 
For wofull wight, chofe out a gloomy glade. 
Where hardly eye mote fee bright heauens face, 
For moflfy trees, which couered all with (hade 

And fad melancholy, there he his cabin made. 

His wonted warlike weapons all he broke, 

And threw away, with vow to vfe no more, 350 

Ne thenceforth euer ftrike in battell ftroke, 

Ne euer word to fpeake to woman more ; 

But in that wildemeffe, of men forlore, 

And of the wicked world forgotten quight. 

His hard mifhap in dolor to deplore, 

W- 353-4. (e/" • • . ^(P^). 
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And waft his wretched daies in wofull plight ; 
So on him felfe to wreake his follies owne defpight 

And eke his garment, to be thereto meet, 

He wilfully did cut and fhape anew ; 

And his faire lockes, that wont with ointment fweet 

To be embaulm'd, and fweat out dainty dew, 361 

He let to grow and griefly to concrew, 

Vncomb'd, vncurl'd, and carelefly vnfhed ; 

That in (hort time his face they ouergrew, 

And ouer all his fhoulders did difpred, 
That who he whilome was, vneath was to be red. 

There he continued in this carefull plight. 
Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeares. 
Through wilfuU penury confumed quight. 
That like a pined ghoft he foone appeares. 370 

For other food then that wilde forreft bearcs, 
Ne other drinke there did he euer tail. 
Then running water, tempred with his teares, 
The more his weakened body fo to waft : 

That out of all mens knowledge he was wome at 
laft./ 

For on a day, by fortune as it fell. 

His owne deare Lord Prince Arthure came that way. 
Seeking aduentures, where he mote heare tell ; 
And as he through the wandring wood did ftray, 
Hauing efpide this Cabin far away, 380 

He to it drew, to weet who there did wonne ; 
Weening therein fome holy Hermit lay, 

1. 361, • d:aw * : 1. 376, (^ . . . fell). 
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That did refort of finfull people fhonne ; 
Or eife fome woodman (hrowded there from fcorching 
funne. 

Arriuing there, he found this wretclied man, 
Spending his daies in dolour and defpaire, 
And through long failing woxen pale and wan, 
All Guergrowen with rude and rugged haire ; 
That albeit his owne deare Squire he were, 
Yet he him knew not, ne auiz'd at all, 390 

But like (Irange wight, whom he had feene no where, 
Saluting him, gan into fpeach to fall, 

And pitty much his plight, that liu'd like outcaft thrall. 

But to his fpeach he aunfwered no whit, 

But flood (lill mute, as if he had beene dum, 

Ne f igne of fence did (hew, ne common wit. 

As one with griefe and anguiflie ouercum. 

And vnto euery thing did aunfwere mum : 

And euer when the Prince vnto him fpake, 

He louted lowly, as did him becum, 400 

And humble homage did vnto him make, 

Midft forrow ihewing ioyous femblance for his fake. 

At which his vncouth guife and vfage quaint 

The Prince did wonder much, yet could not ghelTe 
The caufe of that his forrowfuU conftraint ; 
Yet weend by fecret fignes of manlinefle. 
Which / clofe appeard in that rude brutiflineffe, 
That he whilome fome gentle fwaine had beene, 
Traind vp in feats of armes and knightlinefle ; 
Which he obfcru'd, by that he him had feene 410 

To weld his naked fword, and try the edges keene. 
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And eke by that he faw on every tree, 
How he the name of one engrauen had, 
Which likly was his liefeft loue to be. 
For whom he now fo forely was beftad ; 
Which waishy him BE LP HE BE rightly rad. 
Yet who was that Belphebe^ he ne wift ; 
Yet faw he often how he wexed glad, 
When he it heard, and how the ground he kift, 

Wherein it written was, and how himfelfe he blift : 420 

Tho when he long had marked his demeanor. 
And faw that all he faid and did, was vaine, 
Ne ought mote make him change his wonted tenor, 
Ne ought mote eafe or mitigate his paine, 
He left him there in languor to remaine, 
Till time for him fhould remedy prouide. 
And him reilore to former grace againe. 
Which for it is too long here to abide, 

I will deferre the end vntill another tide. 429 
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Vpon a day as fhe him fite befid^ 

By chance he cntainr minimfnts fiordi dievr, 1 

Which yet with him as rdickes did abide I 

Of all the bounty, idiich Bef^keii dweir 

On him, whilft goodly grace flie did him fliev : 

Amongft the left a iewell rich be ibaiid. 

That was a Ruby of right perfeft hew, 

Shap'd like a h^Jt, yet bleeding of the woundt 

And with a litle golden chaine about it bound. / 

The fame he toolce, and with a riband new, 6o 

In which his Ladies colours were, did bind 
About the turtles necke, diat with the vew 
Did greatly folace his engrieued mind. 
All vnawares the bird, when (he did find 
Her felfe fo deckt, her nimble wings difplaid. 
And flew away, as lightly as the wind : 
Which fodaine accident him much flifmaid, 

And looking after long, did marke which way (he (Iraid. 

Kut when as long he looked had in vaine, 

Yet faw her forward ftili to make her flight, 70 

His weary eic returnd to him againe, 

Full of difcomfort and difquiet plight. 

That both his iuell he had loft fo light, 

And eke his deare companion of his care. 

IKit that fweet bird departing, flew forth right 

Through the wide region of the waftfull aire, 

Vntill fhc came where wonned his BelpJiebe faire. 

There found fhe her (as then it did betide) 
Sitting in couert (hade of arbors fweet, 
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After late weary toile, which fhe had tride 80 

In faluage chafe, to reft as feem'd her meet. 
There fhe alighting, fell before her feet, 
And gan to her her mournfull plaint to make. 
As was her wont : thinking to let her weet 
The great tormenting griefe, that for her fake 
Her gentle Squire through her difpleafure did pertake. 

She her beholding with attentiue eye, 

At length did marke about her purple breft 

That precious iuell, which (he formerly 

Had knowne right well, with colourd ribbands dreft : 

There / with fhe rofe in haft, and her addreft 9 1 

With ready hand it to haue reft away. 

But the fwift bird obayd not her beheft, 

But fwaru'd afide, and there againe did ftay ; 

She followed her, and thought againe it to aflfay; 

And euer when flie nigh approcht, the Doue 
Would flit a litle forward, and then ftay. 
Till fhe drew neare, and then againe remoue ; 
So tempting her ftill to purfue the pray, 
And ftill from her efcaping foft away : 1 00 

Till that at length into that forreft wide, 
She drew her far, and led with flow delay. 
In th'end fhe her vnto that place did guide, 

Whereas that wofull man in languor did abide. 

Eftfoones ftie flew vnto his fearelefle hand. 
And there a piteous ditty new deuiz'd, 

1. S4, : for ,— accepted : 1. 86, ^ partakt^ : I. 90, , after * weir ^2^- 
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As if fhe would haue made him vnderftand. 
His forrowes caufe to be of her defpif'd. 
Whom when fhe faw in wretched weedes difguiz'd, 
With hcary glib deformed, and meiger face, 
Like ghoft late rifen from his graue agryz'd, no 

She knew him not, but pittied much his cafe, 
And wiflit it were in her to doe him any grace. 

lie her beholding, at her feet downe fell, 

And kift the ground on which her fole did tread. 
And w.ifht the fame with water, which did well 
From his moid eies, and like two flreames procead ; 
Yet fpake no word, whereby fhe might aread 
What mifler wight he was, or what he ment : 
But as one daunted with her prefence dread, 
Onely few rueful! lookes vnto her fent, 1 20 

As mcflcngers of his true meaning and intent. / 

Yet nathemore his meaning fhe ared, 

But wondred much at his fo felcouth cafe, 

And by his perfons fecret feemlyhed 

Well weend, that he had beene fome man of place, 

Before misfortune did his hew deface : 

That being mou'd with ruth fhe thus befpake. 

Ah wofull man, what heauens hard difgrace, 

Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrake } i 30 

Or felfe difliked life doth thee thus wretched make ? 

If heauen, then none may it redrefTe or blame, 
Sith to his powre we all are fubieft borne : 

1. 107, * him ' by Chiirch is changed to *hcr^i 1. ii6, ; for , — acccplec! 
and 1. iiS. : for , . 
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If wrathful! wight, then fowle rebuke and fhame 
Be theirs, that haue fo cruell thee forlorne ; 
But if through inward griefe or wilful! fcome 
Of life it be, then better doe aduife. 
For he whofe daies in wilful! woe are worne, 
The grace of his Creator doth defpife, 
That will not vfe his gifts for thankleffe nigardife. i^o 

When fo he heard her fay, eftfoones he brake 
His fodaine filence, which he long had pent, 
And f ighing inly deepe, her thus I^cfpake ; 
Then haue they all themfelues again ft me bent : 
For heauen, firft author of my languifhment, 
Enuying my too great felicity, 
Did clofely with a cruel! one confent, 
To cloud my daies in doleful! mifery, 

And make me loath this life, ftil! longing for to die. 

Ne any but your felfe, 6 deareft dred, 150 

Hath done this wrong, to wreake on worthleffe wight 
Your high difplefure, through mifdeeming bred : 
That when your pleafure is to deeme aright, 
Ye / may redreffe, and me reftore to light. 
Which fory words her mightie hart did mate 
With mild regard, to fee his rueful! plight, 
That her inhuming wrath fhe gan abate. 

And him receiu'd againe to former fauours ftate. 

In which he long time afterwards did lead 

An happie life with grace and good accord, 160 

1. 137, 'avife' : 1. 145, Qfir/l . . . langm/hment). 



3l£ 



mC 



Ak 






Or viuc p'-oc jjc'iiif at: ^ 



or: & liaT 
He 



•¥0-i£ be rafi& 






The ooe rig^ fccKe alai^nn^l tfe 
Of food. vLSd: E= ^ — -> — ^ '•^^ *--^ 



With wliacli the Suulic is be 



iro 



Wbom Thee t!>e Prince beheli he gzs to 
The eoSl cafe in whkh thafe Ladies !ay ; 
But moft vas moced at the ptteons vev 
Of Amont^ fo neare vnto decay, iSo 

That her great damper did him much difmay. 
Eftfoones diat p ie tioiis Isquour forth he drev, 
Wliich he in ftore about him kept alway. 
And with fev drops thereof did fofthr dew 

Her woonds, that vnto ftrength refbor^d her foooe 
aneii'./ 

Tho when they both recouered were right well. 
He gan of them inquire, what euill guide 
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Them thether brought, and how their harmes befell. 
To whom they told all, that did them betide, 
And how from thraldome vile they were vntide 190 
Of that fame wicked Carle, by Virgins bond ; 
Whofe bloudie corfc they fhew'd him there bef ide, 
And eke his caue, in which they both were bond : 
At which he wondred much, when all thofe fignes he 
fond. 

And euermore he greatly did defire 

To know, what Virgin did them thence vnbind ; 

And oft of them did earneftly inquire, 

Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 

But when as nought according to his mind 

He could outlearne, he them from ground did reare : 

No feruice lothfome to a gentle kind ; 201 

And on his warlike bead them both did beare, 

Himfelfe by them on foot, to fuccour them from feare. 

So when that forreft they had paffed well, 
A litle cotage farre away they fpide, 
To which they drew, ere night vpon them fell ; f^ 
And entring in, found none therein abide. 
But one old woman fitting there befide, 
Vpon the ground in ragged rude attyre, 
With filthy lockes about her fcattered wide, 210 

Gnawing her nayles for felneiTe and for yre, 

And there out fucking venime to her parts entyre. 

A foule and loathly creature fure in fight, 
And in conditions to be loath'd no leffe : 

1. 201 within ( ). 
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For fhe was ftuft with rancour and defpight 
Vp to the throat ; that oft with bitterneffe 
It / forth would breake, and gufli in great exceiTCy 
Pouring out ftreames of poyfon and of gall 
Gainft all, that truth or vertue doe profeffe ; 
Whom fhe with leafings lewdly did mifcall, 220 

And wickedly backbite : Her name men Sclatnider calL 

Her nature is all goodneffe to abufe, 

And caufelefle crimes continually to frame, 
With which (he guiltleffe perfons may accufe, 
And (leale away the crowne of their good name ; 
Ne euer Knight fo bold, ne euer Dame 
So chaft and loyall liu'd, but fhe would flriue 
With forged caufe them falfely to defame ; 
Ne euer thing fo well was doen aliue, 

But fhe with blame would blot, & of due praife depriue. 

Her words were not, as common words are ment, 231 
T'exprefTe the meaning of the inward mind, 
But noyfome breath, and poyfnous fpirit fent 
From inward parts, with cancred malice Hnd, 
And breathed forth with blafl of bitter wind ; (hart. 
Which pafTing through the eares, would pierce the 
And wound the foule it felfe with griefe vnkind : 
For like the flings of Afpes, that kill with fmart, 

Her fpightfuU words did pricke, & wound the inner part. 

Such was that Hag, vnmeet to hofl fuch guefts, 240 
Whom greatefl Princes court would welcome fayne ; 

1. 216, ; for , — accepted, and so 1. 219: 1. 221, * Slatmder* \ 1. 241, 
; for , — accepted. 
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But neede, that anfwers not to all requefts, 
Bad them not looke for better entertayne ; 
And eke that age defpyfed niceneffe vaine, 
Enur'd to hardneffe and to homely fare, 
Which them to warlike difcipline did trayne, 
And manly limbs endur'd with litle care 
Againft all hard mifhaps and fortunelefTe misfare. / 

Then all that euening welcommed with cold, 

And cheareleffe hunger, they together fpent ; 250 
Yet found no fault, but that the Hag did fcold 
And rayle at them with grudgefull difcontent, 
For lodging there without her owne confent : 
Yet they endured all with patience milde, 
And vnto reft themfelues all onely lent 
Regardleffe of that queanc fo bafe and vilde, 

To be vniuftly blamd, and bitterly reuilde. 

Here well I wcene, when as thefe rimes be red 
With mifregard, that fome rafli witted wight, 
Whofe loofer thought will lightly be mifled, 260 

Thefe gentle Ladies will mifdeeme too light, 
For thus conuerfing with this noble Knight ; 
Sith now of dayes fuch temperance is rare 
And hard to iinde, that heat of youthfull fpright 
For ought will from his greedie pleafure fpare : 

More hard for hungry fteed t'abftaine from pleafant lare. 

But antique age yet in the infancie 

Of time, did liue then like an innocent, 

1. 242, {that . . . reqiuffis) : 11. 249-50, {wdcommcd , . . hutigcr) : 1. 265, 
: substituted for , . 
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In f imple truth and blameleflfe chaftitie, 
Ne then of guile had made experiment, 270 

But voide of vile and treacherous intent. 
Held vertue for it felfe in foueraine awe : 
Then loyall louc had royall regiment, 
And each vnto his luft did make a lawe, 
From all forbidden things his liking to withdraw. 

The Lyon there did with the Lambe confort, 
And eke the Doue fate by the Faulcons fide, 
Ne each of other feared fraud or tort. 
But did in fafe fecuritie abide, 

With /ou ten perill of the (Ironger pride: 280 

But when the world woxe old, it woxe warre old 
(Whereof it hight) and hauing (hortly tride 
The traines of wit, in wickedneiTe woxe bold. 

And dared of all finnes the fecrets to vnfold. 

Then beautie, which was made to reprefcnt 
The great Creatours owne refemblance bright, 
Vnto abufe of lawleffe luft was lent, 
And made the baite of befliall delight : 
Then faire grew foule, and foule grew faire in fight. 
And that which wont to vanquifh God and man, 
Was made the vaflall of the viftors might ; 29 1 

Then did her glorious flowre wex dead and wan, 

Defpifd and troden downe of all that ouerran. 

And now it is fo vtterly decayd, 

That any bud thereof doth fcarfe remaine, 

But if few plants preferu'd through heauenly ayd, 

In Princes Court doe hap to fprout againe, 

1. 270, misprinle J * th€m ' : 1. 296, {frtftnCd . . • aydt). 
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Dew'd with her drops of bountie Soueraine, 
Which from that goodly glorious (lowre proceed, 
Sprung of the aunctent ftocke of Princes ftralne, 300 
Now th'onely remnant of that royall breed, 
Whofe noble kind at firft was fure of heauenly feed. 

Tbo foone as day difcouered beauens face 
To finfull men with darknes ouerdight. 
This gentle crew gan from their eye-lids chace 
The drowzie humour of the dampifh night, 
And did tbemfelues vnto their iourney dight. 
So forth they yode, and forward foftly paced. 
That them to view had bene an vncouth fight ; 
How all the way the Prince on footpace traced, 310 

The Ladies both on horfe, t<^ether fall embraced. / 

Soone as they thence departed were afore, 

That fhamefull Hag, the flaunder of her fexe, 

Them follow'd faft, and them reuiled fore. 

Him calling theefe, them whores; that much did vexc 

His noble hart ; thereto (he did annexe 

Falfe crimes and fai^s, fuch as they neuer ment, 

That thofe two Ladies much afham'd did wexe: 

The more did (he purfue her lewd intent, 

And rayl'd and rag'd, till (he had all her poyfon 
fpent. 

At laft when they were pan'ed out of fight, 320 

Yet (he did not her fpightfuU fpeach forbearc, 
But after them did barke, and flill backbite. 
Though there were none her hatefull words to heare ; 

1. 313. CAf . . . M). 
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Like as a curre doth felly bite and teare 
The ftone, which paffed ftraunger at him threw ; 
So (he them feeing pad the reach of eare, 
Againft the flones and trees did rayle anew, 
Till (he had duld the fling, which in her tongs end 
grew. 

They paffing forth kept on their readie way, 

With eafie fteps fo foft as foot could ftrj'de. 330 
Both for great feeblefTe, which did oft aflay 
Faire Amoret^ that fcarcely flie could ryde ; 
And eke through heauie armes, which fore annoyd 
The Prince on foot, not wonted fo to fare ; 
Whofe fteadie hand was faine his fteede to guyde, 
And all the way from trotting hard to fpare,. 

So was his toyle the more, the more that was his care. 

At length they fpide, where towards them with fpecd 
A Squire came gallopping, as he would flie ; 
Bearing a litle Dwarfe before his fteed, 340 

That all the way full loud for aide did crie. 
That / feem'd his flirikes would rend the brafen (kie : 
Whom after did a mightie man purfew, 
Ryding vpon a Dromedare on hie, 
Of ftature huge, and horrible of hew. 

That would haue maz'd a man his dreadfull face to vcw. 

For from his fearefuU eyes two fierie beames. 

More fliarpe then points of needles did proceede. 
Shooting forth farre away two flaming ftreames. 
Full of fad powre, that poyfonous bale did breede 

1. 332, ; for , — accepted, and so 1. 339, 
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To all, that on him lookt without good heed, 351 
And fecretly his enemies did flay : 
Like as the Baf iliflce of ferpents feede, 
From powrefull eyes clofe venim doth conuay 
Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre awaye. 

He all the way did rage at that fame Squire, 
And after him full many threatnings threw, 
With curfes vaine in his auengefull ire : 
But none of them (fo faft away he flew) 
Him ouertooke, before he came in vew. 360 

Where when he faw the Prince in armour bright, 
He cald to him aloud, his cafe to rew, 
And refcue him through fuccour of his might. 

From that his cruell foe, that him purfewd in fight 

Eftfoones the Prince tooke downe thofe Ladies twaine 
From loftie fteede, and mounting in their (lead 
Came to that Squire, yet trembling euery vaine : 
Of whom he gan enquire his caufe of dread ; 
Who as he gan the fame to him aread, 
Loe hard behind his backe his foe was preft, 370 
With dreadfull weapon aymed at his head ; 
That vnto death had doen him vnredreft. 

Had not the noble Prince his readie ftroke reprelt / 

Who thrufting boldly twixt him and the blow, 
The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 
Vpon his fliield, which lightly he did throw 
Ouer his head, before the harme came neare. 
Nathlefle it fell with fo defpiteous dreare 

!• 37 * J » for » — accepted. 
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And heauie fway, that hard vnto his crowne 
The (hield it drouc, and did the couering reare : 380 
Therewith both Squire and dwarfe did tomble downe 
Vnto the earth, and lay long while in fenfelefle fwowne. 

Whereat the Prince full wrath, his ftrong right hand 
In full auengement heaued vp on hie, 
And ftroke the Pagan with his fleely brand 
So fore, that to his faddle bow thereby 
He bowed low, and fo a while did lie : 
And fure had not his maflle yron mace 
Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily, 
It would haue cleft him to the girding place, 390 

Yet as it was, it did aflonifh him long fpace. 

But when he to himfelfe retumd againe. 
All full of rage he gan to curfe and fweare. 
And vow by Mahoune that he fliould be flaine. 
With that his murdrous mace he vp did reare. 
That feemed nought the foufe thereof could beare. 
And therewith fmote at him with all his might 
But ere that it to him approched neare, 
The royall child with readie quicke foref ight. 

Did fhun the proofe thereof and it auoyded light. 400 

But ere his hand he could recure againe. 
To ward his bodie from the baleful! ftound. 
He fmote at him with all his might and maine, 
So furioufly, that ere he wift, he found 
His / head before him tombling on the ground. 
The whiles his babling tongue did yet blafpheme 
And curfc his God, that did him fo confound ; 

1. 380, : for ,— accepted. 






Cant. VIIL'] FAERIE QVEENE. 173 

The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudie ftreame, 
His foule defcended downe into the Stygian reame. 

Which when that Squire beheld, he woxe full glad 4 1 o 
To fee his foe breath out his fpright in vaine : 
But that fame dwarfe right forie feera'd and fad, 
And howld aloud to fee his Lord there flaine, 
And rent his haire and fcratcht his face for paine. 
Then gan the Prince at leafure to inquire 
Of all the accident, there hapned plaine, 
And what he was, whofe eyes did flame with fire ; 

Ail which was thus to him declared by that Squire, 

This mightie man (quoth he) whom you haue flaine, 
Of an huge Geauntcfle whylome was bred ; 420 

And by his ftrength rule to himfelfe did gaine 
Of many Nations into thraldome led, 
And mightie kingdomes of his force adred ; 
Whom yet he conquer'd not by bloudie fight, 
Ne hoftes of men with banners brode difpred, 
But by the powre of his infeflious fight, 

With which he killed all, that came within his might 

Ne was he euer vanquiflied afore, 

But euer vanquiflit all, with whom he fought ; 

Ne was there man fo ftrong, but he downe bore, 430 

Ne woman yet fo faire, but he her brought 

Vnto his bay, and captiued her thought. 

For moft of flrength and beautie his def ire 

Was fpoyle to make, and waft them vnto nought, 

By cafting fecret flakes of luftfull fire 

From his falfe eyes, into their harts and parts entire. / 
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Therefore Corflambo was he cald aright, 

Though namelefle there his bodie now doth lie, 

Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight 

The faire Pceana ; who feemes outwardly 

So faire, as euer yet faw liuing eie : 

And were her vertue like her beautie bright, 

She were as faire as any vnder (kie. 

But ah (he giuen is to vaine delight, 

And eke too loofe of life, and eke of loue too light. 

So as it fell there was a gentle Squire, 
That lou'd a Ladie of high parentage ; 
But for his meane d^ree might not afpire 
To match fo high : her friends with counfell fage, 
Difluaded her from fuch a difparage. 450 

But fhe, whofe hart to loue was wholly lent. 
Out of his hands could not redeeme her gage. 
But firmely following her firft intent, 

Refolu'd with him to wend, gainft all her friends confent. 

So twixt themfelues they pointed time and place. 
To which when he according did repaire. 
An hard mifhap and difauentrous cafe 
Him chaunft ; in ftead of his ^mylia faire 
This Gyants fonne, that lies there on the laire 
An headlefle heape, him vnawares there caught, 460 
And all difmayd through mercilefle defpaire. 
Him wretched thrall vnto his dongeon brought. 

Where he remaines, of all vnfuccour'd and vnfought. 

This Gyants daughter came vpon a day 
Vnto the prifon in her ioyous glee, 

I. 444, {flhl)\ L 447, ; for , — accepted : 1. 449, : for ,— accepted. 
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Should wilfully be into thraldome brought, 
Till fortune did perforce it fo decree, 
ifet ouerrurd at laft, he did to me agree. 

The morrow next about the wonted howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of A my as ^ 
To come forthwith vnto his Ladies bowre. 
In deed of whom forth came I Placidas^ 530 

And / vndifcerned, forth with him did pas. 
There with great ioyance and with gladfome glee, 
Of faire Pceana I receiued was, 
And oft imbraft, as if that I were hee. 

And with kind words accoyd, vowing great loue to mee. 

(Vhich I, that was not bent to former loue. 
As was my friend, that had her long refufd, 
Did well accept, as well it did behoue, 
And to the prefent neede it wifely vfd. 
My former hardneffe firft I faire excufd ; 540 

And after promift large amends to make. 
With fuch fmooth termes her error I abufd, 
To my friends good, more then for mine owne fake, 

For whofe fole libertie I loue and life did flake. 

Thenceforth I found more fauour at her hand, 
That to her Dwarfe, which had me in his charge, 
She bad to lighten my too heauie band, 
And graunt more fcope to me to walke at large. 
So on a day as by the flowrie marge 
Of a frefli ftreame I with that Elfe did play, ^550 
Finding the meanes how I might vs enlarge. 
But if that Dwarfe I could with me conuay, 

[ lightly fnatcht him vp and with me bore away. 
VII, 1 2 
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My felfe, till that the Dwarfe did me reueale, 
And told his Dame, her Squire of low degree 
Did fecretly out of her prifon fteale ; 
For me he did miftake that Squire to bee ; 
For neuer two fo like did liuing creature fee. / 

Then was I taken and before her brought : 500 

Who through the likenefTe of my outward hew, 
Being likewife beguiled in her thought, 
Gan blame me much for being fo vntrew, 
To feeke by flight her fellowfhip t'efchew. 
That lojLi*d me deare, as deareft thing aliue. 
Thence fhe commaunded me to prifon new ; 
Whereof I glad did not gainefay nor ftriue, 

But fuffred that fame Dwarfe me to her dongeon driue. 

There did I finde mine onely faithfull frend 

In heauy plight and fad perplexitie ; 510 

Whereof I forie, yet my felfe did bend. 

Him to recomfort with my companie. 

But him the more agreeu'd I found thereby : 

For all his ioy, he faid, in that diftreffe 

Was mine and his JEmylias libertie. 

^mylia well he lou'd, as I mote ghefle ; 
Yet greater loue to me then her he did profeffe. 

But I with better reafon him auiz'd. 

And fhew'd him how through error and mif-thought 
Of our like perfons eath to be difguiz'd, 520 

Or his exchange, or freedome might be wrought. 
Whereto full loth was he, ne would for ought 
Confent, that I who flood all feareleffe free, 

1« 500, : for , — accepted. 
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Should wilfully be into thraldome brought, 
Till fortune did perforce it fo decree. 
Yet ouerrurd at laft, he did to me agree. 

The morrow next about the wonted howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Amy as ^ 
To come forthwith vnto his Ladies bowre. 
In fteed of whom forth came I Placidas^ 530 

And / vndifcerned, forth with him did pas. 
There with great ioyance and with gladfome glee, 
Of faire Pceana I receiued was, 
And oft imbraft, as if that I were hee, 

And with kind words accoyd, vowing great loue to mee. 

Which I, that was not bent to former loue, 
As was my friend, that had her long refufd. 
Did well accept, as well it did behoue, 
And to the prefent neede it wifely vfd. 
My former hardneffe firft I faire excufd ; 540 

And after promift large amends to make. 
With fuch fmooth termes her error I abufd, 
To my friends good, more then for mine owne fake, 

For whofe fole libertie I loue and life did ftake. 

Thenceforth I found more fauour at her hand, 
That to her Dwarfe, which had me in his charge, 
She bad to lighten my too heauie band, 
And graunt more fcope to me to walke at large. 
So on a day as by the flowrie marge 
Of a frefli ftreame I with that Elfe did play, ^550 
Finding the meanes how I might vs enlarge, 
But if that Dwarfe I could with me conuay, 

I h'ghtly fnatcht him vp and with me bore away. 
VII. 1 2 
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Thereat he fhriekt aloud, that with his cry 

The Tyrant felfe came forth with yelling bray, 
And me purfew'd ; but nathemore would I 
Forgoe the purchafe of my gotten pray, 
But haue perforce him hether brought away. 
Thus as they talked, loe where nigh at hand 
Thofe Ladies two yet doubtfuU through difmay 560 
In prefence came, defirous tVnderftand 

Tydings of all, which there had hapned on the land. / 

Where foone as fad yEmylia did efpie 

Her captiue louers friend, young Placidas : 

All mindleffe of her wonted modeftie, 

She to him ran, and him with ftreight embras 

Enfolding faid, and Hues yet Amy as} 

He Hues (quoth he) and his ^mylia loues. 

Then leffe (faid fhe) by all the woe I pas. 

With which my weaker patience fortune proues. 570 

But what mifliap thus long him fro my felfe remoues ? 

Then gan he all this ftorie to renew, 
And tell the courfe of his captiuitie ; 
That her deare hart full deepely made to rew, 
And f igh full fore, to heare the miferie. 
In which fo long he mercileffe did lie. 
Then after many teares and forrowes fpent. 
She deare befought the Prince of remedie : 
Who thereto did with readie will confent 

And well perform'd, as (hall appeare by his euent 580 

■ !• 560, {yet , . . di/tftay). 
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Sm clfti c)fi» c|& (^ ^ c|l^ cfti cll^ cl^ «)^ 

A A 7!5^ Squire of low degree releajl 

^ ^ Paana takes to wife : 

dfe ^ Britomart fightes with many Knights^ 

^ «^ Prince Arthur JUnts their fbife, 

HArd IS the doubt, and difficult to deeme, 
When all three kinds of loue together meet, 
And doe difpart the hart with powre extreme, 
Whether (hall weigh the balance downe ; to weet 
The deare affeftion vnto kindred fweet, lO 

Or raging fire of loue to woman kind, 
Or zeale of friends combynd with vertues meet. 
But of them all, the band of vertues mind 
Me feemes, the gentle hart (hould mod affured bind. 

For naturall affeftion foone doth ceffe, 

And quenched is with Cupids greater flame : 

But faithfull friendfliip doth them both fuppreffe, 

And them with mayftring difcipline doth tame, 

Through thoughts afpyring to etemall fame. 

For as the foule doth rule the earthly mafTe, 20 

And all the feruice of the bodie frame, 

1. 3, 'Parana* is suggested by Church to be read, * jEtnylia' i 1. 12, 
*verttMtts ' : 1. 13, , after * all^ accepted : 1. 14, , added after * me fecincs * 
and removed after * hart,* 
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So loue of foule doth loue of bodie paffe, 
No leffe then perfeft gold furmounts the meaneft braffe. 

All which who lift by tryall to affay, 

Shall in this ftorie find approued plaine ; 

In which thefe Squires true friendfhip more did fway, 

Then either care of parents could refraine, / 

Or loue of faireft Ladie could conftraine. 

For though Posana were as faire as morne, 

Yet did this Truftie fquire with proud difdaine 30 

For his friends fake her offred fauours fcorne, 

And (he her felfe her fyre, of whom (he was yborne. 

Now after that Prince Arthur graunted had, 
To yeeld ftrong fuccour to that gentle fwayne, 
Who now long time had lyen in prifon fad, 
He gan aduife how beft he mote darrayne 
That enterprize, for greatest glories gayne. 
That headle(re tyrants tronke he reard from ground. 
And hauing ympt the head to it agayne, 
Vpon his vfuall beaft it firmely bound, 40 

And made it fo to ride, as it aliue was found. 

Then did he take that chaced Squire, and layd 
Before the ryder, as he captiue were. 
And made his Dwarfe, though with vnwilHng ayd. 
To guide the beaft, that did his maifter beare, 
Till to his caftle they approched neare. 
Whom when the watch, that kept continuall ward 
Saw comming home ; all voide of doubtfuU feare. 
He running downe, the gate to him vnbard ; 

Whom ftraight the Prince enfuing, in together far'd. 50 

1. 26, ' (his * : 1. 44, {thmtgh . . . ayd). 
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There he did find in her delitious boure 

The faire Paana playing on a Rote, 

Complayning of her cruell Paramoure, 

And finging all her forrow to the note, 

As fhe had learned readily by rote. 

That with the fweetneffe of her rare delight, 

The Prince halfe rapt, began on her to dote : 

Till better him bethinking of the right. 
He her vnwares attacht, and captiue held by might 

Whence / being forth produc'd, when (he percetued 
Her owne deare fire, Ihe cald to him for aide. 60 
But when of him no aunfwere (he receiued. 
But faw him fencelelTe by the Squire vpdaide. 
She weened well, that then Ihe was betraide : 
Then gan Ihe loudly cry, and weepe, and waile, 
And that fame Squire of treafon to vpbraide. 
But all in vaine, her plaints might not preuaile, 

Ne none there was to reflcue her, ne none to baile. 

Then tooke he that fame Dwarfe, and him compeld 
To open vnto him the prifon dore, 
And forth to bring thofe thrats, which there he held. 
Thence forth were brought to him aboue a fcore 7 1 
Of Knights and Squires to him vnknowne afore : 
All which he did from bitter bondage free, 
And vnto former liberty reftore, 
Amongft the reft, that Squire of low degree 

Came forth full weake and wan, not like him felfe to 
bee. 

Whom foone as faire AEmylia beheld, 
And Pladdas, they both vnto him ran. 
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And him embradng faft betwixt them held, 
Striuing to comfort him all that they can, 8o 

And kiffing oft his vifage pale and wan. 
That faire Poeana them beholding both, 
Gan both enuy, and bitterly to ban ; 
Through iealous paffion weeping inly wroth, 
To fee the fight perforce, that both her tyt:^ were loth. 

But when a while they had together beene. 
And diuerfly conferred of their cafe, 
She, though full oft (he both of them had feene 
A funder, yet not euer in one place, / 
Began to doubt, when (he them faw embrace, 90 
Which was the captiue Squire (he lou'd fo deare, 
Deceiued through great likeneffe of their face. 
For they fo like in perfon did appeare, 

That (he vneath difcemed, whether whether weare. 

And eke the Prince, when as he them auized, 
Their like refemblaunce much admired there, 
And mazd how nature had fo well difguized 
Her worke, and counterfet her felfe fo nere. 
As if that by one patterne feene fomewhere, 
She had them made a paragone to be, 100 

Or whether it through (kill, or errour were. 
Thus gazing long, at them much wondred he, 

So did the other knights and Squires, which him did fee. 

Then gan they ranfacke that fame Caftle ftrong, 
In which he found great (lore of hoorded threafure, 

1. 92, . for , — accepted : 1. 103, * him * — Church reads * them ' : 1. 105, 
* he * — Church suggests ' they * or * was. ' Nothing easier than such emenda- 
tions, but Spenser was no finical purist. 
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The which that tyrant gathered had by wrong 
And tortious powre, without refpeft or meafure. 
Vpon all which the Briton Prince made feafure, 
And afterwards continu'd there a while, 
To reft him felfe, and folace in foft pleafure no 
Thofe weaker Ladies after weary toile ; 
To whom he did diuide part of his purchaft fpoile. 

And for more ioy, that captiue Lady faire 
The faire Pceana he enlarged free ; 
And by the reft did fet in fumptuous chaire, 
To feaft and frollicke ; nathemore would fhe 
Shew gladfome countenaunce nor pleafaunt glee : 
But grieued was for loffe both of her fire, 
And eke of Lordfhip, with both land and fee : 
But moft flie touched was with griefe entire, 120 

For loffe of her new loue, the hope of her defire. 

But /her the Prince through his well wonted grace, 
To better termes of myldneffe did entreat. 
From that fowie rudeneffe, which did her deface ; 
And that fame bitter corfiue, which did eat 
Her tender heart, and made refraine from meat. 
He with good thewes and fpeaches well applyde, 
Did mollifie, and calme her raging heat. 
For though (he were moft faire, and goodly dyde, 

Yet (he it all did mar with cruelty and pride. 130 

And for to (hut vp all in friendly loue, 

Sith loue was firft the ground of all her griefe. 
That trufty Squire he wifely well did moue 
Not to defpife that dame, which lou'd him liefe, 

1. 129, * ifydi* — Church actually suggested 'efde.' 
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Till he had made of her fome better priefe. 
But to accept her to his wedded wife. 
Thereto he oflTred for to make him chiefe 
Of all her land and lordfhip during life : 
He yeelded, and her tooke ; fo dinted all their ftrife. 

From that day forth in peace and ioyous blis, 140 

They liu'd together long without debate : 
Ne priuate iarre, ne fpite of enemis 
Could fhake the fafe affuraunce of their (late. 
And (he whom Nature did fo faire create, 
That (he mote match the faireft of her daies, 
Yet with lewd loues and luft intemperate 
Had it defafte ; thenceforth reformd her waies, 

That all men much admyrde her change, and fpake her 
praife. 

Thus when the Prince had perfeftly compylde 

Thefe paires of friends in peace and fetled reft, 150 

Him felfe, whofe mind did trauell as with chylde, 

Of his old loue, conceau'd in fecret breft, / 

Refolued to purfue his former queft ; 

And taking leaue of all, with him did beare 

Faire Amoret, whom Fortune by bequeft 

Had left in his proteftion whileare. 

Exchanged out of one into an other feare. 

Feare of her fafety did her not conftraine, 
For well (he wift now in a mighty hond. 
Her perfon late in perill, did remaine, 160 

Who able was all daungers to withftond. 

1. 141, : for , — accepted : 1. 153, *^i#^>?' is misprinted *gue(l' in '96 and 
l6c39 : 1. 155, ^ bejtujl'^ibii badly reads * requeft' 
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But now in feare of fhame fhe more did ftond, 
Seeing her felfe all foly fuccourleffe, 
Left in the vidlors powre, like vaffall bond ; 
VVhofe will her weakeneffe could no way repreffe, 
In cafe his burning luft fhould breake into excefle. 

But caufe of feare fure had fhe none at all 
Of him, who goodly learned had of yore 
The courfe of loofe affeftion to forftall, 
And lawleffe luft to rule with reafons lore ; 170 

That all the while he by his fide her bore, 
She was as fafe as in a San6luary ; 
Thus many miles they two togetfier wore, 
To feeke their loues difperfed diuerfly, 

Yet neither (hewed to other their hearts priuity. 

At length they came, whereas a troupe of Knights 
They faw together fkirmifhing, as feemed : 
Sixe they were all, all full of fell defpight, 
But foure of them the battell beft befeemed, 179 
That which of them was beft, mote not be deemed. 
Thofe foure were they, from whom falfe Flarimell 
By Braggadochio lately was redeemed. 
To weet, fterne Druon^ and lewd Claribelly 

Loue-lauifh Blandamour^ and luftfuU ParidelL 

Druons / delight was all in fingle life, 

And vnto Ladies loue would lend no leafure : 
The more was Claribell enraged rife 
With feruent flames, and loued out of meafure : 
So eke lou'd Blaiidamour, but yet at pleafure 
Would change his liking, and new Lemans proue : 
But Paridell of loue did make no threafure, 193 

\ 
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But lufted after all, that him did moue. 
So diuerfly thefe foure difpofed were to loue. 

But thofe two other which bef ide them ftoode, 
Were Britomart^ and gentle Saidamour^ 
Who all the while beheld their wrathfuU moode, 
And wondred at their impacable floure, 
Whofe like they neuer faw till that fame houre : 
So dreadfuU ftrokes each did at other driue, 
And laid on load with all their might and powre, 200 
As if that euery dint the ghoft would riue 

Out of their wretched corfes, and their Hues depriue. 

As when Dan AEolus in great difpleafure, 
For lolTe of his deare loue by Neptune hent, 
Sends forth the winds out of his hidden threafure, 
Vpon the fea to wreake his fell intent ; 
They breaking forth with rude vnruliment, 
From all foure parts of heauen doe rage full fore,' 
And tofle the deepes, and teare the iirmament, 
And all the world confound with wi[l]de vprore,.2io 

As if in (lead thereof they Ch€U>s would reftore. 

Caufe of their difcord, and fo fell debate, 
Was for the loue of that fame fnowy maid, 
Whome they had loft in Tumeyment of late. 
And feeking long, to weet which way fhe ftraid / 
Met here together ; where through lewd vpbraide 
Of Ate and Duejfa they fell out. 
And each one taking part in others aide, 

1. 310, 'fiM[/]^* — it hardly needed the alleged Drayton correction of 
' 7tnde*hy * wUdi * to put right an obvious misprint of '96, 1609, 161 1, etc., 
but Mr. J. Payne Collier tells us of such : 1. 216, : for , — accepted. 
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This cruell conflift raifed thereabout, 
Whofe dangerous fucceffe depended yet in dout 220 

For fometimes Paridell and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backe, 
Eftfoones the others did the field recoure, 
And on their foes did worke full cruell wracke : 
Yet neither would their fiendlike fury flacke, 
But euermore their malice did augment ; 
Till that vneath they forced were for lacke 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent, 

And reft themfelues for to recouer fpirits fpent. 

Their gan they change their fides, and new parts take ; 
For Paridell did take to Druofis fide, 231 

For old defpight, which now forth newly brake 
Gainft Blandamour^ whom alwaies he enuide : 
And Blandamour to ClaribeU relide. 
So all afrefli gan former fight renew. 
As when two Barkes, this caried with the tide, 
That with the wind, contrary courfes few, 

If wind and tide doe change, their courfes change anew. 

Thenceforth they much more furioufly gan fare. 

As if but then the battell had begonne, 240 

Ne helmets bright, ne hawberks ftrong did fpare. 

That through the clifts the vermeil bloud out fponne, 

And all adowne their riuen fides did ronne. 

Such mortall malice, wonder was to fee 

In friends profeft, and fo great outrage donne : 

But footh is faid, and tride in each degree. 

Faint friends when they fall out, moft cruell fomen bee. 

1.222, , for; — accepted: 1. 230, ^ Their^ {\%>i) =^ there ^ — ^used inter- 
changeably. In x6i i it is ' There gan.' Church read * Then gan.* 
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Thus / they long while continued in fight, 
Till Saidamour^ and that fame Briton maide, 
By fortune in that place did chance to light : 250 
Whom foone as they with wrathfuU eie bewraide, 
They gan remember of the fowle vpbraide, 
The which that Britonefle had to them donne. 
In that late Turney for the fnowy maide ; 
Where flie had them both (hamefully fordonne, 

And eke the famous prize of beauty from them wonne. 

Eftfoones all burning with a frefh. def ire, 
Of fell reuenge, in their malicious mood 
They from them felues gan tume their furious ire, 
And cruell blades yet deeming with whot bloud, 260 
Againft thofe two let driue, as they were wood : 
Who wondring much at that fo fodaine fit. 
Yet nought difmayd, them ftoutly well withftood ; 
Ne yeelded foote, ne once abacke did flit. 

But being doubly fmitten likewife doubly fmiL 

The warlike Dame was on her part aflaid, 
Of Claribell and Blandamour attone ; 
And Paridell and Druon fiercely laid 
At Scudamour^ both his profefled fone. 
Foure charged two, and two furcharged one ; 270 
Yet did thofe two them felues fo brauely beare, 
That the other litle gained by the lone, 
But with their owne repayed duely weare, 

And vfury withall : fuch gaine was gotten deare. 

Full oftentimes did Britomart aflay 

To fpeake to them, and fome emparlance moue ; 

L 273, * repayed^ for ^repayred' — accepted. 
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But they for nought their cruell hands would ftay, 
Ne lend an eare to ought, that might behoue, / 
As when an eager maftiffe once doth proue 
The taft of bloud of fome engored beaft, 280 

No words may rate, nor rigour him remoue 
From greedy hold of that his blouddy feaft : 
So litle did they hearken to her fweet beheaft. 

Whom when the Briton Prince a farre beheld 
With ods of fo vnequall match oppreft, 
His mighty heart with indignation fweld, 
And inward grudge fild his heroicke breft : 
Eftfoones him felfe he to their aide addreft, 
And thrufting fierce into the thickeft preace, 
Diuided them, how euer loth to reft, 290 

And would them faine from battell to furceaffe, 

With gentle words perfwading them to friendly peace. 

But they fo farre from peace or patience were, 
That all at once at him gan fiercely flie, 
And lay on load, as they him downe would beare ; 
Like to a ftorme, which houers vnder (kie 
Long here and there, and round about doth ftie. 
At length breakes downe in raine, and haile, and fleet, 
Firft from one coaft, till nought thereof be drie ; 
And then another, till that likewife fleet ; 300 

And fo fcom fide to fide till all the world it weet 

But now their forces greatly were dccayd, 
The Prince yet being frefli vntoucht afore ; 
Who them with fpeaches milde gan firft difl'wade 
From fuch foule outrage, and them long forbore : 

1. 294, *ait<mce.* 
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Till feeing them through fuffrance hartned more^ 
Him felfe he bent their furies to abate, 
And layd at them fo fharpely and fo fore, 
That fhortly them compelled to retrate, 
And being brought in daunger, to relent too late. 3 lO 

But / now his courage being throughly fired, 
He ment to make them know their follies prife, 
Had not thofe two him inftantly defired 
T'affwage his wrath, and pardon their mefprife. 
At whofe requefl he gan him felfe aduife 
To flay his hand, and of a truce to treat 
In milder tearmes, as lifl them to deuife : 
Mongfl which, the caufe of their fo cruell heat 

He did them afke : who all that pafTed gan repeat. 

And told at large how that fame errant Knight, 320 
To weete faire Britomart^ them late had foyled 
In open tumey, and by wrongfull fight 
Both of their publicke praife had them defpoyled, 
And alfo of their priuate loues beguyled ; 
Of two full hard to read the harder theft. 
But (he that wrongfull challenge foone aflToyled, 
And fhew'd that fhe had not that Lady reft, 

(As they fuppofd) but her had to her liking left. 

To whom the Prince thus goodly well replied ; 

Certes fir Knight[s], ye feemen much to blame, 330 
To rip vp wrong, that battell once hath tried ; 
Wherein the honor both of Armes ye fhame, 

1. 318, , after ^ which,* and 1. 319, : for , — accepted, and ; for , 1. 324 : 
1. 330, * Kmght[sY — Upton was the first to correct the very obvious 
misprint. 
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And eke the loue of Ladies foule defame ; 
To whom the world this franchife euer yeelded, 
That of their loues choife they might freedom cistme, 
And in that right fhould by all knights be (hielded : 
Gainfl which me feemes this war ye wrongfully haue 
wielded. 

And yet (quoth (he) a greater wrong remaines : 
For I thereby my former loue haue loft. 
Whom feeking euer fince with endlefle paines, 340 
Hath me much forrow and much trauell coft ; / 
Aye me to fee that gentle maide fo toft. 
But Sctuiamour then f ighing deepe, thus faide, 
Certes her lofie ought me to forrow moft, 
Whofe right fhe is, where euer (he be ftraide, 

Through many perils wonne, and many fortunes waide. 

For from the firft that I her loue profeft, 

Vnto this houre, this prefent lucklefTe howre, 

I neuer ioyed happineffe nor reft. 

But thus turmoild from one to other ftowre, 350 

I waft my life, and doe my dales deuowre 

In wretched angui(he and inceffant woe. 

Faffing the meafure of my feeble powre, 

That liuing thus, a wretch and louing fo, 

I neither can my loue, ne yet my life forgo. 

Then good fir Claribell him thus befpake. 
Now were it not fir Scudaniour to you, 
DiflikefuU paine, fo fad a ta(ke to take, 
Mote we entreat you, fith this gentle crew 

1. 341, ^trraiulV : L 354, '/'—aye in '96 inadvertently before ^amV 
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Cant. I X. 




TRue he it faid, what euer man it fayd, 
That loue with gall and hony doth abound, 
But if the one be with the other wayd, 
For euery dram of hony therein found, 
A pound of gall doth ouer it redound. lO 

That I too true by triall haue approued : 
For fince the day that firft with deadly wound 
My heart was launcht, and learned to haue loued, 
I neuer ioyed howre, but dill with care was moued. 

And yet fuch grace is giuen them from aboue, 
That all the cares and euill which they meet, 
May nought at all their fetled mindes remoue. 
But feeme gainft common fence to them moft fweet; 
As bofting in their martyrdome vnmeet. 
So all that euer yet I haue endured, 20 

I count as naught, and tread downe vnder feet. 
Since of my loue at length I reft afTured, 

That to difloyalty Ihe will not be allured. 

1. 3, misprinted 'eetiqvjl' in '96: L 13, 'laun^i': I. a I, ' nau^/,' as before, 
Vll. 1 3 
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Long were to tell the trauell and long toile. 

Through whfch this fhield of loue I late haue wonne. 

And purchafed this peereleiTe beauties fpoile, 

That harder may be ended, then begonne. 

But fince ye fo defire, your will be donne. 

Then hearke ye gentle knights and Ladies free, 

My hard miOiaps, that ye may leame to fhonne ; 30 

For though fweet loue to conquer glorious bee. 

Yet is the paine thereof much greater then the fee. 

WTiat time the fame of this renowmed prife 
Flew firll abroad, and all mens eares poflfefl 
I hauing armes then taken, gan auife 
To winne me honour by fome noble geft. 
And purchafe me fome place amongfl the bed. 
I boldly thought (fo young mens thoughts are bold) 
That this fame braue emprize for me did reft, 
And that both fhield and flie whom I behold, 40 

Might be my lucky lot ; fith all by lot we hold. 

So on that hard aduenture forth I went, 
And to the place of perill fhortly came. 
That was a temple faire and auncient, 
Which of great mother Venus bare the name, 
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame ; 
Much more then that, which was iti Pap/ios built, 
Or that in Cyprus, both long fince this fame, 
Though all the pillours of the one were guilt. 

And all the others pauement were with yuory fpilt 50 

And it was feated in an Ifland ftrong. 
Abounding all with deliccs moft rare, 

1. 49'i7V/.' 
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And wall'd hy nature gainfl; Jnuaders wrong, 
That none mote haue acceffe, nor inward fare, 
But by one way, that paltage did prepare. 
It was a bridge ybuilt in goodly wize, 
With curious Corbes and pendants grauen faire, 
And arched all with porches, did arize 
On {lately pillours, fram'd after the Doricke guize. 

And / for defence thereof, on th'other end 60 

There reared was a caflle faire and (Irong, 
That warded all which in or out did wend, 
And flancked both the bridges fides along, 
Gaind all that would it faine to force or wrong. 
And therein wonned twenty valiant Knights ; 
All twenty tride in warres experience long ; 
Whofe office was, againll all nanner wights 

By all meanes to maintaine, that callels ancient rights. 

Before that Caflle was an open plaine, 

And in the midfl thereof a piller placed ; 70 

On which this fhield, of many fought in vaine, 
The fhield of Loue, whofe guerdon me hath graced. 
Was hangd on high with golden ribbands laced ; 
And in the marble ftone was written this. 
With golden letters goodly well enchaced, 
Bleffed llie man t/iat well can v/e his bits : 
VVho/e euer be t/ieJItUld, faire Amorel be his. 

Which when I red, my heart did inly earne, 
And pant with hope of that aduentures hap : 
Ne flayed further newes thereof to leame, 80 

But with my fpeare vpon the fhield did rap, 

1. 58, {arched . . . porckts) : I. 68, 'an^imit' misprint of '96 : 1, 78, 
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That all the caftle ringed with the clap. 
Streight forth iffewd a Knight all arm'd to proofc. 
And brauely mounted to his moft mifhap : 
Who ftaying nought to queftion from aloofe, 
Ran fierce at me, that fire glaunil from his horfes hoofe. 

Whom boldly I encountred (as I could) 
And by good fortune fhortly him vnfeated. 
Eftfoones out fprung two more of equall mould ; 
But I them both with equall hap defeated : / 90 

So all the twenty I likewife entreated, 
And left them groning there vpon the plaine. 
Then preacing to the pillour I repeated 
The read thereof for guerdon of my paine, 

And taking downe the fhield, with me it did retaine. 

So forth without impediment I paft, 
Till to the Bridges vtter gate I came : 
The which I found fure lockt and chained fafl. 
I knockt, but no man aunfwred me by name ; 
I cald, but no man anfwerd to my clame. 100 

Yet I perfeuer'd flill to knocke and call, 
Till at the lafl I fpide within the fame. 
Where one flood peeping through a creuis fmall ; 

To whom I cald aloud, halfe angry therewithalL 

That was to weet the Porter of the place, 

Vnto whofe trufl the charge thereof was lent : 
His name was Doubt^ that had a double face, 
Th'one forward looking, th'other backeward bent, 
Therein refembling lanus auncient, 

I. 103, ; for , — accepted, and so 11. 117, 130. 
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Which hath in charge the ingate of the yeare : no 

And euermore his eyes about him went, 

As if fome proued perill he did feare, 

Or did mifdoubt fome ill, whofe caufe did not appeare. 

« 
On th'one fide he, on th'other fate Delay ^ 

Behinde the gate, that none her might efpy ; 

Whofe manner was all paflengers to ftay, 

And entertaine with her occafions fly ; 

Through which fome loft great hope vnheedily, 

Which neuer they recouer might againe ; 

And others quite excluded forth, did ly 120 

Long lang^ifhing there in vnpittied paine, 

And feeking often entraunce, afterwards in vaine. 

Me /when as he had priuily efpide. 

Bearing the ftiield which I had conquerd late. 

He kend it ftreight, and to me opened wide. 

So in I paft, and ftreight he clofed the gate. 

But being in, Delay in clofe awaite 

Caught hold on me, and thought my fteps to ftay. 

Feigning full many a fond excufe to prate. 

And time to fteale, the threafure of mans day ; 130 

Whofe fmalleft minute loft, no riches render may. 

But by no meanes my way I would forflow. 
For ought that euer flie could doe or fay. 
But from my lofty fteede difmounting low, 
Paft forth on foote, beholding all the way 
The goodly workes, and ftones of rich alTay, 
Caft into fundry (hapes by wondrous flcill. 
That like on earth no where I reckon may : 

L 138 within ( ). 
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And vnderneath, the riuer rolling ftill (will. 

With murmure foft, that feem'd to ferue the workmans 

Thence forth I paffed to the fecond gate, 141 

The Gate of good defer t^ whofe goodly pride 
And coftly frame, were long here to relate. 
The fame to all ftoode alwaies open wide : 
But in the Porch did euermore abide 
An hideous Giant, dreadfull to behold, 
That ftopt the entraunce with his fpacious ftride. 
And with the terrour of his countenance bold 

Full many did affray, that elfe faine enter would. 

His name was Daunger dreaded ouer all, 150 

Who day and night did watch and duely ward, 
From fearefuU cowards, entrance to forftall, 
And faint-heart-fooles, whom fhew of perill hard / 
Could terrifie from Fortunes faire adward : 
For oftentimes faint hearts at firft efpiall 
Of his grim face, were from approaching fcard ; 
Vnworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 

Excludes from faireft hope, withouten further triall. 

Yet many doughty warriours, often tride 

In greater perils to be ftout and bold, 1 60 

Durft not the fternneffe of his looke abide, 

But foone as they his countenance did behold. 

Began to faint, and feele their corage cold. 

Againe fome other, that in hard affaies 

Were cowards knowne, and litle count did hold. 

Either through gifts, or guile, or fuch like waies. 

Crept in by ftouping low, or ftealing of the kaies. 

1. 150, * dradded' : L 154, * award* 
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No flowre in field, that daintie odour throwes, 
And deckes his branch with bloflbmes ouer all, 
But there was planted, or g^w naturall : 
Nor fenfe of man fo coy and curious nice, 200 

But there mote find to pleafe it felfe withall ; 
Nor hart could wifh for any queint deuice, 
But there it prefent was, and did fraile fenfe entice. 

In fuch luxurious plentie of all pleafure, 
It feem'd a fecond paradife to gheffe, 
So lauiflily enricht with natures threafure. 
That if the happie foules, which doe poffeflTe 
Th'Elyfian fields, and Hue in lafting bleffe. 
Should happen this with liuing eye to fee, 
They foone would loath their leffer happinefle, 210 
And wifh to life returned againe to bee. 

That in this ioyous place they mote haue ioyance free. 

Frefh fhadowes, fit to fhroud from funny ray ; 

Faire lawnds, to take the funne in feafon dew ; 

Sweet fprings, in which a thoufand Nymphs did play; 

Soft rombling brookes, that gentle flomber drew ; / 

High reared mounts, the lands about to vew ; 

Low looking dales, difloig^d from common gaze ; 

DelightfuU bowres, to folace louers trew ; 

Falfe Labyrinthes, fond runners eyes to daze ; 220 
All which by nature made did nature felfe amaze. 

And all without were walkes and all eyes dight. 
With diuers trees, enrang'd in euen rankes ; 
And here and there were pleafant arbors pight, 
And (hadie feates, and fundry flowring bankes, 

1. 205, * ^ * (XM-) : 1. 2x1, * gheffe ' {sie) — the two words misplaced. 
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Might frankely there their loues defire poffefle ; 
Whileft I through paines and perlous ieopardie. 
Was forft to feeke my lifes deare patroneffe : 
Much dearer be the things, which come through hard 
diftrefle. 

Yet all thofe fights, and all that elfe I faw, 

Might not my fteps withhold, but that forthright 
Vnto that purpofd place I did me draw, 260 

Where as my loue was lodged day and night : 
The temple of great Vefius, that is hight 

' The Queene of beautie, and of loue the mother, 
Where worfhipped of euery liuing wight ; 
Whofe goodly workmanfhip farre part all other 

That euer were on earth, all were they fet together. 

Not that fame famous Temple of Diane, 
Whofe hight all Ephefus did ouerfee, 
And which all Afia fought with vowes prophane, 
One of the worlds feuen wonders fayd to bee, 270 
Might match with this by many a degree : 
Nor that, which that wife King of lurie framed, 
With endleffe coft, to be th' Almighties fee ; 
Nor all that elfe through all the world is named 

To all the heathen Gods, might like to this be clamed. 

I much admyring that fo goodly frame, 

Vnto the porch approcht, which open flood ; 

But therein fate an amiable Dame, 

That feem'd to be of very fober mood, / 

And in her femblant (hewed great womanhood : 280 

Strange was her tyre ; for on her head a crowne 

She wore much like vnto a Danifk hood 
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By / her the heauen is in his courfe contained, 
And all the world in (late vnmoued (lands, 
As their Almightie maker fird ordained, 
And bound them with inuiolable bands ; 
Elfe would the waters ouerflow the lands, 
And fire deuoure the ayre, and hell them quight, 
But that (he holds them with her blefTed hands. 
She is the nourfe of pleafure and delight, 

And vnto Venus grace the gate doth open right. 32< 

By her I entring halfe difmayed was, 
But (he in gentle wife me entertayned, 
And twixt her felfe and loue did let me pas ; 
But Haired would my entrance haue reftrayned, 
And with his club me threatned to haue brayned, 
Had not the Ladie with her powrefull fpeach 
Him from his wicked will vneath refrayned ; 
And th'other eke his malice did empeach, 

Till I was throughly pad the perill of his reach. 

Into the inmod Temple thus I came, 33 

Which fuming all with frankinfence I found, 
And odours rifing from the altars flame. 
Vpon an hundred marble pillors round 
The roofe vp high was reared from the ground, 
All deckt with crownes, & chaynes, and girlands ga} 
And thoufand pretious gifts worth many a pound, 
The which fad louers for their vowes did pay ; 

And all the ground was drow'd with flowres, as fre(h a 
May. 

1. 317, * helV — Dr. Morris annotates here—** hell (so all copies). Son 
editors have suggested *»f^//*— confound; but *A^//' — 0. E. hill or he 
— cover, which agrees with its nominative *wcUers,^ — * And fire devoure L 
ayre* is a parenthetical clause " : L 338, cap. M in may — accepted. 
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An hundred Altars round about were fe^ 

All flaming with their facrifices fire, 340 

That with the (leme thereof the Temple fwet, 
Which rould in clouds to beauen did afpire, / 
And in them bore true louers vowes entire : 
And eke an hundred brafen caudrons bright. 
To bath in ioy and amorous defire, 
Euery of which was to a damzell bight ; 

For all the I*riefts were damzels, in foft linnen dight 

Right in the midll the Goddefle felfe did ftand 
Vpon an altar of fome coftly mafTe, 
Whofe fubftance was vneath to vnderiland : 350 
For neither pretious ftone, nor durefuU brafle; 
Nor fhining gold, nor mouldring clay it was ; 
But much more rare and pretious to elleeme, 
Pure in afpefl, and like to chriftall glafle, 
Yet glaffe was not, if one did rightly deeme. 

But being faire and brjckle, UkeH glafTe did feeme; 

But it in (hape and beautie did excell 
All other Idoles, which the heathen adore 
Farre pafl"ing that, which by furpalTing (kill 
Phidias did make in Paphas Ifle of yore, 360 

With which that wretched Greeke, tiiat life forlore 
Did fall in loue : yet this much fairer fhined, 
But couered with a {lender veile afore ; 
And both her feete and legs together twyned 

Were with a fnake, whofe head & tail were fail coined. 

The caufe why fhe was couered with a vele, 

Was hard to know, for that her Priefts the fame 
From peoples knowledge labour'd to concele. 
Butfooth it was not fure for womanilh fliame. 



.1 
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Nor any blemifh, which the worke mote blame ; iji 
But for, they fay, (he hath both kinds in one, 
Both male and female, both vnder one name : 
She fyre and mother is her felfe alone, 
Begets and eke conceiues, ne needeth other none. 

And / all about her necke and flioulders flew 
A flocke of litle loues, and fports, and ioyes, 
With nimble wings of gold and purple hew ; 
Whofe fliapes feem'd not like to terreftriall boyes, 
But like to Angels playing heauenly toyes ; 
The whileft their eldefl brother was away, 38c 

Cupid their eldeft brother ; he en ioyes 
The wide kingdome of loue with Lordly fway, 

And to his law compels all creatures to obay. 

And all about her altar, fcattered lay 

Great forts of louers piteoufly complayning. 
Some of their lofle, fome of their loues delay, 
Some of their pride, fome paragons difdayning, 
Some fearing fraud, fome fraudulently fayning, 
As euery one had caufe of good or ill. (ninf 

Amongft the reft fome one through loues conftray 
Tormented fore, could not containe it ftill, 39 

But thus brake forth, that all the temple it did fill 

Great Venus, Queene of beautie and of grace. 
The ioy of Gods and men, that vnder fkie 
Doeft fayreft fhine, and moft adorne thy place, 
That with thy fmyling looke doeft pacifie 
The raging feas, and makft the ftormes to flie ; 
Thee goddeffe, thee the winds, the clouds doe feare, 

1. 380, * eider' I 1. 384, , after *a//flr'— accepted. 



Cant.X.-\ FAERIE QVEBNE. ao? 

And when thou fpredft thy mantle forth on hie, 
The waters play and pleaTant lands appeare, 400 
And heauens laugh, & al the world fhews ioyous cheare. 

Then doth the dsedale earth throw forth to thee 
Out of her fniitfull lap aboundant flowres ; 
And then all liuing wights, foone as they fee 
The fpring breake forth out of his lufty bowres,/ 
They all doe leame to play the Paramours ; 
Firft doc the merry birds, thy prety p^es 
Priuily pricked with thy luftfuU powres, 
Chirpe loud to thee out of their leauy cages, 

And thee their mother call to coole their kindly xages. 

Then doe the faluage bea(ls begin to play 411 

Their pleafant frilkes, and loath their wonted food ; 
The Lyons rore, the Tygres loudly bray, 
The raging Buls rebellow through the wood, 
And breaking forth, dare tempt the deepell flood- 
To come where thou doeft draw them with deHre : 
So all things elfe, that nourifh vitall blood, 
Soone as with fury thou doeft them infpire. 

In generation feeke to quench their inward fire. 

So all the world by thee at firft was made, 430 

And dayly yet thou doeft the fame repayre : 
Ne ought on earth that merry is and glad, 
Ne ought on earth that louely is and fayre, 
But thou the fame for pleafure didft prepayre. 
Thou art the root of all that ioyous is, 
Great God of men and women, queene of th'ayre, 

1. 403, J for ,— accepted. 
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Mother of laughter, and welfpring of bliflfe, 
O graunt that of my loue at lad I may not mifie. 

So did he fay : but I with murmure foft, 

That none might heare the forrow of my hart, 430 

Yet inly groning deepe and fighing oft, 

Befought her to graunt eafe vnto my fmart, 

And to my wound her gratious help impart 

Whileft thus I fpake, behold with happy eye 

I fpyde, where at the Idoles feet apart 

A beuie of fayre damzels clofe did lye, 

Wayting when as the Antheme (hould be fung on hye. 

The / firft of them did feeme of rj'per yeares. 

And grauer countenance then all the reft ; 

Yet all the reft were eke her equall peares, 440 

Yet vnto her obayed all the beft. 

Her name was Womanhood^ that ftie expreft 

By her fad femblant and demeanure wyfe : 

For ftedfaft ftill her ^yes did fixed reft, 

Ne rov'd at randon after gazers guyfe, 
Whofe luring baytes oftimes doe heedlefle harts entyfe. 

And next to her fate goodly Sliamefaflnejfe^ 
Ne euer durft her eyes from ground vpreare, 
Ne euer once did looke vp from her deffe, 
As if fome blame of euill ftie did feare, 450 

That in her cheekes made rofes oft appeare : 
And her againft fweet Cherefulneffe was placed, 
Whofe eyes like twinkling ftars in euening cleare. 
Were deckt with fmyles, that all fad humors chaced. 

And darted forth delights, the which her goodly graced. 
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And next to her fate fober Modeftie, 
Holding her hand vpon her gentle hart ; 
And her againfl fate comely Curtefie, 
That vnto euery perfon knew her part ; 
And her before was feated ouerthwart 460 

Soft SUettce, and fubmifTe Obedience, 
Both linckt together neuer to difpart, 
Both gifts of God not gotten but from thence, 

Both girlonds of his Saints againft their foes offence. 

Thus fate they all around in feemely rate : 
And in the midft of them a goodly mayd, 
Euen in the lap of V Vomaultoad there fate, 
The which was all in lilly white arayd, / 
With ftluer (treames amongft the linnen nra/d ; 
Like to the Morne, when firft her (hyning face 470 
Hath to the gloomy world it felfe bewray'd, 
That fame was fayreft Atnoret in place, 

Shyning with beauties light, and lieauenly vertues 
grace. 

Whom foone as I beheld, my hart gan throb, 

And wade in doubt, what beft were to be donne : 
For facrilege me feem'd the Church to rob. 
And folly feem'd to leaue the thing vndonne. 
Which with fo ftrong attempt I had begonne. 
Tho Oiaking off all doubt and fhamefall feare, 
Which Ladies loue I heard had neuer wonne 480 
Mongn men of worth, I to her flepped neare. 

And by the lilly hand her labour'd vp to reare. 

L 464, 'girlfHdi' — ae in 4II: Chnrch tuegesu 'ganliam,' CoUki 
' gturdatu' 
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Thereat ihit fcffmaft roatroae me did blame, 
Ai:d marpe rebuke, fear being oaer bold ; 
S^yzng ii was to Kxight vnfecmely (hame, 
\'pon a recJufe \'n'^ii2 to lay bold, 
That \i3to VmMS feroSccs was fold. 
To whom I thus. Xay bat it fittetb beft. 
For Cuj'ids man with Venus maj^d to hold. 
For ill your goddeiTe feniices are dreil 490 

By virgins, and her facrinccs let to reft. 



WiA that mv (hie!d I forth to her did (how. 
Which all that while I clofely had conceld ; 
On which when Cm fid ^-ith his killing bow, 
And cniell (hafts emblazond (he beheld. 
At fight thereof (he was with terror queld. 
And faid no more : but I which all that while 
The pledge of faith, her hand engaged held, 
Like warie Hynd within the weedie foyle. 

For no intreatie would forgoe fo glorious fpoyle, 500 

And / euermore \-pon the GoddeiTe face 

Mine eje ^li-as fixt, for feare of her offence : 
Whom when I faw with amiable grace 
To laugh on me, and fauour my pretence, 
I was emboldned with more confidence ; 
And nought for niceneffe nor for enuy fparing, 
In prefence of them all forth led her thence : 
All looking on, and like afloni(ht (taring, 

Yet to lay hand on her, not one of all them daring. 

1. 499, * Tvaru * — Church and Upton would read * wearu' ' : 1. 502, : lor , 
— accepted : 1. 504, * on* for * at * of '96 — accepted : I. 505, ; for , — ac- 
cepted : I. 507, : suljstituted for , . 
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She often prayd, and often me befought^ 5 lo 

Sometime with tender teares to let her goe, 
Sometime with witching fmyles : but yet for nought, 
That euer fhe to me could fay or doe. 
Could fhe her wifhed freedome fro me wooe ; 
But forth I led her through the Temple gate^ 
By which I hardly pall with much adoe : 
But that fame Ladie which me friended late 

In entrance, did me alfo friend in my retrate. 

No lefTe did Daunger threaten me with dread, 

When as he faw me, maugre ail his powre, %2Q 

That glorious fpoyle of beautie with me lead, 
Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure 
His Leman from the Stygian Princes boure. 
But euermore my fhield did me defend, 
Againft the florme of eueiy dreadfuU ftoure : 
Thus fafely with my loue I thence did wend. 

So ended he his tale, where I this Canto end. 



L5i9,<apiUiD— ourcorTecdania'>£u«^fr.' So too p. 313, U. 33, 34, 
in ' Htrror' and * Darktuffi.' 
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Cant. XL 








MarineUs former wound is healdy 

he comes to Proteus holly 
Where Thames doth the Midway weddj 

cndfeajis the Sea-gods all. 





BVt ah for pittie that I haue thus long 
Left a fayre Ladie languifhing in payne : 
Now well away, that I haue doen fuch wrong, 
To let faire Flarimell in bands remayne, 
In bands of loue, and in fad thraldomes chayne ; lo 
From which vnlefle fome heauenJy powre her free 
By miracle, not yet appearing playne, 
She lenger yet is like captiu'd to bee : 
That even to thinke thereof, it inly pitties mec. 

Here neede you to remember, how erewhile 
Vnlouely Proteus^ miffing to his mind 
That Virgins loue to win by wit or wile, 
Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind, 
And there in chaynes her cruelly did bind, 
In hope thereby her to his bent to draw : 20 

For when as neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her conftant mind could moue at all he faw, 

He thought her to compell by crueltie and awe. 
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Deepe in the bottome of an huge great rocke 
The dongeon was, in which her bound he left, 
That neither yron barres, nor brafen locke 
Did neede to gard from force, or fecret theft 
Of / all her louers, which would her haue refb 
For wall'd it was with waues, which rag'd and ror'd 
As they the clifTe in peeces would haue cleft ; $0 
Befides ten thoufand monftcrs foule abhor'd 

Did waite about it, gaping griefly, all b^or'd. 

And in the midft thereof did Horror dwell. 
And DarkenelTe dredd, that neuer viewed day. 
Like to the balcfuU houfe of loweft hell, 
In which old Styx her aged bones alway. 
Old Styx the Grandame of the Gods, doth lay. 
There did this lucldefTe mayd feuen months abide, 
Ne euer euening faw, ne mornings ray, 
Ne euer from the day the night defcride, 40 

But thought it all one night, that did no houres diuide. 

And all this was for loue of MarineU, 

Who her defpyfd (ah who would her defpyfe ? ) 
And wemens loue did from his hart expell, 
And all thofe ioyes that weake mankind entyfe. 
Nathleffe his pride full dearely he did pryfe ; 
For of a womans hand it was ywroke, 
That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 
Ne can be cured of that cruell ftroke 

Which Britomart him gaue, when he did her prouoke. 

Yet farre and neare the Nymph his mother fought, 5 1 
And many falues did to his fore applie, 

1. ja, , after 'gritfy ' — accepted : 1, 34, ' arad : L 37, misprialed ' Gran- 
tfai7u"g6 : a. ifild. . . CMf) : L 38, 'tAra.' 
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And many herbes did vfe. But when as nought 
She faw could eafe his rankling maladie, 
At laft to Tryplwn fhe for helpe did hie, 
(This Tryphon is the feagods furgeon hight) 
Whom fhe befought to find fome remedie : 
And for his paines a whiftle him behight 
That of a fiflies (hell was wrought with rare delight. / 

So well tliat Leach did hearke to her requeft, 60 

And did fo well employ his carefull paine, 
That in fhort fpace his hurts he had redreft, 
And him reftor'd to healthfull ftate againe : 
In which he long time after did remaine 
There with the Nymph his mother, like her thrall ; 
Who fore againft his will did him retaine, 
For feare of perill, which to him mote fall, 

Through his too ventrous proweffe proued ouer all. 

It fortun'd then, a folemne feaft was there 

To all the Sea-gods and their fruitfuU feede, 70 

In honour of the fpoufalls, which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and the Thames agreed. 
Long had the TJiames (as we in records reed) 
Before that day her wooed to his bed ; 
But the proud Nymph would for no worldly meed, 
Nor no entreatie to his loue be led ; 

Till now at laft relenting, fhe to him was wed. 

So both agreed, that this their bridale feaft 

Should for the Gods in Proteus houfe be made ; 
To which they all repayr'd, both moft and leaft, 80 
Afwell which in the mightie Ocean trade, 
As that in riuers fwim, or brookes doe wade. 
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All which not if an hundred tongues to telt, 
And hundred mouthcs, and voice of bralTe I had, 
And endleffe memorie, that mote excel!, 
In order as they came, could I recount them well. 

Helpe therefore, O thou facred imp of loue. 
The nourding of Dame Memorie his deare, 
To whom thofe rolles, layd vp in heauen aboue. 
And records of antiquitie appeare, yo 

To / which no wit of man may comen neare ; 
Helpe me to tell the names of all thofe floods, 
And all thofe Nymphes, which then afTembled were 
To that great banquet of the watry Gods, 

And all their fundry kinds, and all their hid abodes. 

Firft came great Neptune with his threeforkt mace, 
That rules the Seas, and makes them rife or fall ; 
His dewy lockes did drop with bcine apace, 
Vnder his Diademe imperiall : 
And by his fide his Queene with coronall, lOO 

Faire Amphitrite, moft diuinely faire, 
Whofe yuorie thoulders weren couered all, 
As with a robe, with her owne filuer haire, 

And deckt with pearles, which th'Indian Teas for her prc- 
paire. 

Thefe marched farre afore the other crew ; 
And all the way before them as they went, 
Triton his trompet flirill before them blew, 
For goodly triumph and great iollyment. 
That made the rockes to roare, as they were rent 
And after them the royall ilfue came, 1 1 o 

Which of them fprung by lineal! defcent : 

L 98, ' dtawy' 
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Firft the Sea-gods, which to themfelues doe clame 
The powre to rule the billowes, and the waues to tame. 

PhorcySy the father of that fatall brood, 

By whom thofe old Heroes wonne fuch fame ; 

And Glaucus^ that wife fouthfayes vnderftood ; 

And tragicke Inoes fonne, the which became 

A God of feas through his mad mothers blame, 

Now hight Palemon, and is faylers frend ; 

Great Brontes^ and AJlrcRuSy that did fhame 120 

Himfelfe with inceft of his kin vnkend ; 

And huge Orion, that doth tempefts ftill portend. / 

The rich Cteatus, and Eurytus long ; 

Neleus and Pelias louely brethren both ; 

Mightie Chryfaor, and Calais ftrong ; 

EurypuluSf that calmes the waters wroth ; 

And faire Euphdmus, that vpon them go'th 

As on the ground, without difmay or dread : 

Fierce Eryx, and Alebius that know'th 

The waters depth, and doth their bottome tread ; 130 
And fad A/opus, comely with his hoarie head. 

There alfo fome mod famous founders were 

Of puiffant Nations, which the world poffeft ; 

Yet fonnes of Neptune, now affembled here : 

Ancient Ogyges, euen th'auncienteft, 

And Inacftus renowmd aboue the reft ; 

Phoenix, and Aon, and Pelafgtis old, 

Great Beltis, Phceax, and Agenor beft ; 

And mightie Albion, father of the bold 
And warlike people, which the Britaine Iflands hold. 

I. 117, see Glossary, s.n, : I. 127, ^goUh ' for *goih^ — accepted. 
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Through which, when Paris brought his famous prife 
The faire Tindarid laffe, he him fortold, 171 

That her all Greece with many a champion bold 
Should fetch againe, and finally deftroy 
Proud Priafns towne. So wife is Nereus old, 
And fo well flcild ; nathleffe he takes great ioy 
Oft-times amogft the wanton Nymphs to fport and toy. 

And after him the famous riuers came, 
Which doe the earth enrich and beautifie : 
The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth frame ; 
Long Rhodanus, whofe fourfe fprings from the Ikie ; 
Faire Ifter, flowing from the mountaines hie ; 181 
Diuine Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greekes and Troians, which therein did die ; 
Paflolus, gliftring with his golden flood. 

And Tygris fierce, whofe ftreames of none may be with- 
ftood./ 

Great Ganges, and immoi:talI Euphrates, 
Deepe Indus, and Maeander intricate, 
Slow Peneus, and tempeftuous Phafides, 
Swift Rhene, and Alpheus ftill immaculate : 
Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate ; 1 90 

Tybris, renowmed for the Romaines fame. 
Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late ; 
And that huge Riuer, which doth beare his name 

Of warlike Amazons, which doe poffefle the fame. 

Ioy on thofe warlike women, which fo long 
Can from all men fo rich a kingdome hold ; 

1. 1S4, , after * Pa/lolus '—accepted. 
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Which fayled oft through faint and feeble plight : 
But Thame was ftronger, and of better (lay ; 
Yet feem'd full aged by his outward fight, 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 
Deawed with f iluer drops, that trickled downe alway. 

And eke he fomewhat feem'd to (loupe afore 231 

With bowed backe, by reafon of the lode, 
And auncient heauy burden, which he bore 
Of that faire City, wherein make abode 
So many learned impes, that fhoote abrode. 
And with their braunches fpred all Britany, 
No leffe then do her elder fiders broode. 
loy to you both, ye double nourfery. 

Of Arts, but Oxford thine doth Thame moft glorify. 

But he their fonne full fre(h and iolly was, 240 

All decked in a robe of watchet hew, 
On which the wanes, glittering like Chriftall glas, 
So cunningly enwouen were, that few 
Could weenen, whether they were falfe or trew. 
And on his head like to a Coronet 
He wore, that feemed ftrange to common vew. 
In which were many towres and cartels fet. 

That it encompad round as with a golden fret. / 

Like as the mother of the Gods, they fay, 

In her great iron charet wonts to ride, 250 

When to loues pallace (he doth take her way ; 
Old Cybele^ arayd with pompous pride, 
Wearing a Diademe embattild wide 
With hundred turrets, like a Turribant. 
With fuch an one was Thamis beautifide ; 

1. 234, * make-abodeJ* 
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And there came Stoure with terrible afpcft, 
Bearing his fixe deformed heads on hye, 
That doth his courfe through Blandford plains direfl. 
And wafheth Winborne meades in feafon drye. 
Next him went Wylibourne with paflage flye, 
That of his wylineffe his name doth take, 290 

And of him felfe doth name the (hire thereby ; 
And Mole, that like a noufling Mole doth make 

His way ftill vnder ground, till Thamis he ouertake. 

Then came the Rother, decked all with woods 
Like a wood God, and flowing faft to Rhy : 
And Sture, that parteth with his pleafant floods 
The Eafterne Saxons from the Southerne ny. 
And Clare, and Harwitch both doth beautify : 
Him foUow'd Yar, foft wafliing Norwitch wall, 
And with him brought a prefent ioyfuUy 300 

Of his owne fifli vnto their feftiuall, (call. 

Whofe like none elfe could fliew, the which they RuflSns 

Next thefe the plenteous Oufe came far from land. 

By many a city, and by many a towne. 

And many riuers taking vnder hand 

Into his waters, as he pafleth downe. 

The Cle, the Were, the Grant, the Sture, the Rowne. 

Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge flit ; 

My mother Cambridge, whom as with a Crowne 

He doth adorne, and is adorn'd of it 310 

With many a gentle Mufe, and many a learned wit / 

And after him the fatall Welland went. 

That if old fawes proue true (which God forbid) 

L 307* 'Guani* in '96, 1609, etc— Professor Chili first suggested ^ Grani\ 
^ildeh I accept ; but see Glossary, x.r. : 1. 30S, ; for , . 
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Shall drowne all Holland with his excrement, 
And (hall fee Stamford, though now homely hid, 
Then fhine in learning, more then euer did 
Cambridge or Oxford, Englands goodly beames. 
And next to him the Nene downe foftly flid ; 
And bounteous Trent, that in him felfe enfeames 
Both thirty forts of fifh, and thirty fundry ftreames. 320 

Next thefe came Tyne, along whofe ftony bancke 
That Romaine Monarch built a brafen wall. 
Which mote the feebled Britons flrongly flancke 
Againfl the Pifts, that fwarmed ouer all. 
Which yet thereof Gualfeuer they doe call : 
And Twede the limit betwixt Logris land 
And Albany : And Eden though but fmall, 
Yet often ftainde with bloud of many a band 

Of Scots and Engliih both, that tyned on his ftrand. 

Then came thofe fixe fad brethren, like forlome, 330 
That whilome were (as antique fathers tell) 
Sixe valiant Knights, of one faire Nymphe ybome, 
Which did in noble deedes of armes excell, 
And wonned there, where now Yorke people dwell ; 
Still Vre, fwift Werfe, and Oze the moft of might. 
High Swale, vnquiet Nlde, and troublous Skell ; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight. 

Slew cruelly, and in the riuer drowned quight. 

But paft not long, ere Brutus warlicke fonne 

Locrinus tliem aueng'd, and the fame date, 340 

Which the proud Humber vnto them had donne, 
By cquall dome repayd on his owne pate : 

L j-ta, ' doomr' 
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For / in the felfe fame riucr, where he late 
Had drenched them, he drowned him againe ; 
And nam'd the riuer of his wretched fate ; 
Whofe bad condition yet it doth retaine, 
Oft toffed with his ilormes, which therein ftill remaine. 

Thefe after, came the ftony fhallow Lone, 
That to old Loncafter his name doth lend ; 
And following Dee, which Britons long ygone 350 
Did call diuine, that doth by Chefler tend ; 
And Conway which out of his ftreame doth fend 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall, 
And Lindus that his pikes doth moft commend, 
Of which the auncient Lincolne men doe call : 

All thefe together marched toward Proteus hall. 

Ne thence the Irifhe Riuers abfent were : 
Sith no leffe famous then the reft they bee, 
And ioyne in neighbourhood of kingdome nere, 
Why fliould they not likewife in loue agree, 360 

And ioy likewife this folemne day to fee ? 
They faw it all, and prefent were in place ; 
Though I them all according their degree. 
Cannot recount, nor tell their hidden race. 

Nor read the faluage cutreis, thorough which they pace. 

There was the Liffy rolling downe the lea, 
The fandy Slane, the ftony Aubrian, 
The fpacious Shenan fpreading like a fea. 
The pleafant Boyne, the fifliy fruitfull Ban, 
Swift Awniduff, which of the Englifh man 370 

Is cal'de Blacke water, and the Liffar deep, 
Sad Trowis, that once his people ouerran, 

1. 355» : substituted for , ; and so L 357 : 1. 361, ? for . 
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Strong Alio tombling from Slewl<^her fteep, 
And Mulla mine, whofe waues I whilom taught to weep. / 
And there the three renowmed brethren were, 
Which that great Gyant Blomius begot. 
Of the faire Nimph Rheu/a wandring there. 
One day, as {he to Ihunne the feafon whot, 
Vnder Slewbloome in fhady groue was got, 
This Gyant found her, and by force deflowi'd : 380 
Whereof concerning, (he in time forth brought 
Thefe three faire fens, which being thece forth powid 
In three great riuers ran, and many countreis fcowrd. 

The firft, the gentle Shure, that making way 
By fweet Clonmell, adomes rich Waterford ; 
The next, the flubbome Newre, whofe waters gray 
By faire Kilkenny and RofTeponte boord ; 
The third, the goodly Barow, which doth hoord 
Great heapes of Salmons in his deepe bofome : 
All which long fundred, doe at laft accord 390 

To ioyne in one, ere to the fea they come. 

So flowing all from one, all one at lalt become 

There alfo was the wide embayed Mayre, 

The pleafaunt Bandon crownd with many a wood, 

The fpreading Lee, that like an Illand fayre 

Enclofeth Corke with his deuided flood ; 

And balefull Oure, late ftaind with Englifh blood : 

With many more, whofe names no tongue can tell. 

All which that day in order feemly good 

Did on the Thamis attend, and watted well 400 

To doe their duefuU feruice, as to them befell. 

1.378, 'Ai/': 1.380, ; for,— accepted:!. 384, , after '.S'Avrc'— accepted : 
'■ 387, ; (o[ , — accepted. 
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Then came the Bride, the louely Medua came, 
Clad in a vefture of vnknowen geare, 
And vncouth fafliion, yet her well became ; 
That feemd like f iluer, fprinckled here and theare 
With / glittering fpangs, that did like flarres appeare. 
And wau'd vpon, like water Chamelot, 
To hide the metall, which yet euery where 
Bewrayd it felfe, to let men plainely wot. 

It was no mortall worke, that feem'd and yet was not 

Her goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow 411 

Vnto her wafte, with flowres befcattered, 
The which ambrofiall odours forth did throw 
To all about, and all her fhoulders fpred 
As a new fpring ; and likewife on her hed 
A Chapelet of fundry flowers flie wore, 
From vnder which the deawy humour flied. 
Did tricle downe her haire, like to the hore 

Congealed litle drops, which doe the mome adore. 

On her two pretty handmaides did attend, 420 

One cald the Tlieife, the other cald the Crane ; 
Which on her waited, things amifle to mend. 
And both behind vpheld her fpredding traine ; 
Vnder the which, her feet appeared plaine, 
Her filuer feet, faire waflit againft this day : 
And her before there paced Pages twaine. 
Both clad in colours like, and like array, 

The Doune & eke the Frith^ both which prepard her way. 

And after thefe the Sea Nymphs marched all, 

All goodly damzels, deckt with long greenc haire, 

1. 402, * louing. ' 
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Whom of their fire Nereides men call, 431 

All which the Oceans daughter to him bare 

The gray eyde Doris : all which fifty are ; 

All which the there on her attending had. 

Swift Prolo, milde Eucrate, Thetis faire, 

Soft Spio, fweete Eudore, Sao fad, 
Light Doto, wanton Clatice, and Galeae glad. / 
White hand Eunita, proud Dynamene, 

loyous Thalia, goodly Amphitrite, 

Louely Pa/ilhee, kinde Eulimene, 440 

Light foote Cymotlwe, and fweete Meltte, 

Faireft Pkerufa, PItao lilly white, 

Wondred Agaue, Paris, and Nefaa, 

With Erato that doth in loue delite, 

And Pan&pa, and wife PrototHedaa, 
And fnowy neckd Doris, and milkewhite Galai&aa. 
Speedy Hippotkoe, and chafle Ailea, 

Large Li/ianajfa, and Pronaa fage, 

Euagore, and light Pontoporea, 

And Qie, that with her leall word can affwage 450 

The furging feas, when they do foreCl rage, 

Cytitedoci, and ftout Autotioe, 

And Nejo, and Eione well in age, 

And Teeming ftiU to fmile, Glauconotne, 
And ftie that hight of many heaftes Polynome, 

Frefh Alimeda, deckt with girlond greene ; 
Hypomo, with fait bedewed wrel^ : 
Laomedia, like the chriftall Jheenc ; 
Liagore, much praifd for wife behefts ; 

1.43$, *£'jii£>rv'— Professor Childs' correction oT ^ SmUre' 1596, 1609, 
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And Pfamatke^ for her brode fnowy brefts ; 460 

Cymo^ Eupompe^ and ThtmiJU iuft ; 
And (he that \'ertue loues and vice detefts 
Euama, and Menippe true in tnift. 
And Ncvurtca learned well to rule her Iuft. 

All thefe the daughters of old Neretis were, 
Which haue the fea in charge to them afTinde, 
To rule his tides, and furges to vprere, 
To bring forth ftormes, or faft them to vpbinde. 
And / failers faue from wreckes of wrathfuU winde. 
And yet bef ides three thoufand more there were 
Of th'Oceans feede, but laues and Phctbus kinde ; 
The which in floods and fountaines doe appere, 472 

And all mankinde do nourifh with their waters clere. 

The which, more eath it were for mortall wight. 
To tell the fands, or count the ftarres on hye. 
Or ought more hard, then thinke to reckon right. 
But well I wote, that thefe which I defcry, 
Were prefent at this great folemnity : 
And there amongft the reft, the mother was 
Of luckelefle Marinell Cymodoce^ 480 

Which, for my Mufe her felfe now tyred has, 

Vnto an other Canto I will ouerpas. 

1. 471, ^buC^sic *96, 1609, 16 n, etc. -some would read ^ botk,'* 
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All thofe were there, and many other more, 

Wliofe names and nations were too long to tell. 

That Proteus houfe they fild euen to the dore ; 

Yet were they all in order, as befell. 

According their d^rees difpofed welL 

Amongft the reft, was faire Cymodoct^ 

The mother of vnlucky Marinell^ 30 

Who thither with her came, to leame and fee 

The manner of the Gods when they at banquet bee. 

But for he was halfe mortall, being bred 

Of mortall fire, though c^ immortall wombe, 

He might not with immortall food be fed, 

Ne with th'etemall Gods to bancket come ; 

But walkt abrode, and round about did rome, 

To view the building of that vncouth place, 

That feem'd vnlike vnto his earthly home: 

Where, as he to and fro by chaunce did trace, 40 

There vnto him betid a difauentrous cafe. 

Vnder the hanging of an hideous clieflfe. 
He heard the lamentable voice of one, 
That piteoufly complaind her carefull grieflfe, 
Which neuer (he before difclofd to none, 
But / to her felfe her forrow did bemone. 
So feelingly her cafe (he did complaine, 
That ruth it moued in the rocky ftone, 
And made it feeme to feele her grieuous paine. 

And oft to grone with billowes beating from the maine. 

Though vaine I fee my forrowes to vnfold, 5 i 

And count my cares, when none is nigh to heare, 

1* 45> f for . — accepted, and 1. 46. 
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Yet hoping griefe may leffen being told, 
I will them tell though vnto no man neare : 
For heauen that vnto all lends equall eare. 
Is farre from hearing of my heauy plight ; 
And loweft hell, to which I lie moft neare, 
Cares not what euils hap to wretched wight ; 
And greedy Teas doe in the fpoile of life delight. 

Yet loe the feaa I fee by often beating, 60 

Doe pearce the rockes, and hardeft marble weares ; 
But his hard rocky hart for no entreating 
Will yeeld, but when my piteous plaints he heares, 
Is hardned more with my aboundant teares. 
Yet though he neuer lift to me relent, 
But let me wafte in woe my wretched yeares, 
Yet will I neuer of my louc repent. 

But ioy that for his fake I fuffer prifonment 

And when my weary ghoft with griefe outwome, 

By timely death fliall winne her wifhed reft, 70 

Let then this plaint vnto his eares be borne, 
That blame it is to him, that armes profeft. 
To let her die, whom he might haue redreft. 
There did Ihe paufe, inforced to gtue place, 
Vnto the paffion, that her heart oppreft, 
And after the had wept and wail'd a fpace, 

She gan afrefli thus to renew her wretched cafe. / 

Ye Gods of feas, if any Gods at all 

Haue care of right, or ruth of wretches wrong, 
By one or other way me woefuU thrall, 80 

Deliuer hence out of this dungeon ftxong. 
In which I daily dying am too long. 



ftm 
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And if ye deeme me death for louing one, 
That loues not me, then doe it not prolong, 
But let me die and end my daies attone. 
And let him Hue vnlou'd, or loue him felfe alone. 

But if that life ye vnto me decree, 

Then let mee Hue, as louers ought to do, 

And of my lifes deare loue beloued be : 

And if he ftiall through pride your doome vndo, 90 

Do you by dureffe him compell thereto. 

And in this prifon put him here with me : 

One prifon fitted is to hold vs two : 

So had I rather to be thrall, then free ; 

Such thraldome or fuch freedome let it furely be. 

But 6 vaine iudgement, and conditions vaine, 
The which the prifoner points vnto the free ; 
The whiles I him condemne, and deeme his paine. 
He where he lift goes loofe, and laughes at me. 
So euer loofe, fo euer happy be. lOO 

But where fo loofe or happy that thou art. 
Know Marinell that all this is for thee. 
With that (he wept and wail'd, as if her hart (fmart 

Would quite haue burfl: through great abudance of her 

All which complaint when Marinell had heard. 
And vnderftood the caufe of all her care 
To come of him, for vf ing her fo hard. 
His ftubborne heart, that neuer felt misfare 
Was / toucht with foft remorfe and pitty rare ; 
That euen for griefe of minde he oft did grone, 1 1 o 
And inly wifli, that in his powre it weare 

1. 97, ; substituted for comma, and 1 of 1609. 
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At lad when as no meanes he could inuent, 
Backe to him felfe, he gan retume the blame, 
That was the author of her punifliment ; 
And with vile curfes, and reprochfull (hame 
To damne him felfe by eueiy euill name ; 
And deeme vnworthy or of loue or life, 
That had defpifde fo chad and faire a dame, 
Which him had fought through trouble & 1^ ftrife ; 

Yet had refufde a God that her had fought to wife. 

In this fad plight he walked here and there, 150 

And romed round about the rocke in vaine, 
As he had loft him felfe, he wift not where ; 
Oft liftening if he mote her heare ag^ine ; 
And ftill bemoning her vnworthy paine. 
Like as an Hynde whofe calfe is falne vnwares 
Into fome pit, where fhe him heares complaine, 
An hundred times about the pit fide fares, 

Right forrowfully mourning her bereaued cares. 

And now by this the feaft was throughly ended. 

And euery one gan homeward to refort. 160 

Which feeing Marinell^ was fore offended. 

That his departure thence fliould be fo fliort. 

And leaue his loue in that fea-walled fort 

Yet durft he not his mother difobay, 

But her attending in full feemly fort. 

Did march amongft the many all the way : 

And all the way did inly moume, like one aftray. 

Being returned to his mothers bowre, 
In folitary f ilence far from wight. 
He gan record the lamentable ftowre, 1 70 

In which his wretched loue lay day and night, 
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Lead did (he thinke, that which he mod concealed, 
That loue it was, which in his hart lay vnreuealed. / 

Therefore to Tryphon fhe againe doth haft, 
And him doth chyde as falfe and fraudulent. 
That fayld the truft, which fhe in him had plaft, 
To cure her fonne, as he his faith had lent : 
Who now was falne into new languiftiment 
Of his old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So backe he came vnto her patient ; 210 

Where fearching euery part, her well affured, 

That it was no old fore, which his new paine procured. 

But that it was fome other maladie, 

Or griefe vnknowne, which he could not difceme : 

So left he her withouten remedie. 

Then g^n her heart to faint, and quake, and eame, 

And inly troubled was, the truth to leame. 

Vnto himfelfe ftie came, and him befought, 

Now with faire fpeches, now with threatnings fteme, 

If ought lay hidden in his grieued thought, 220 

It to reueale : who ftill her anfwered, there was nought 

Nathlefle fhe refted not fo fatisfide, 

But leauing watry gods, as booting nought, 
Vnto the fhinie heauen in hafte fhe hide. 
And thence Apollo King of Leaches brought 
Apollo came ; who foone as he had fought 
Through his difeafe, did by and by out find, 
That he did languifh of fome inward thought, 
The which afflifled his engrieued mind ; 

Which loue he red to be, that leads each liuing kind. 

1. 210, ; for , — accepted : 1. 212, * That no old fort it vhu* (1611) : L216, 
* yenu ' : L 227, * out-findJ" 
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And on her knee before him falling lon^-e, 
Made humble fuxt vnto his Maieftiey 
To graunt to her, her fonnes life, which his foe 
A cniell Tyrant had prefumpteouflie 
By wicked doome condemn'd, a wretched death to die./ 

To whom God Neptune foftly fmyling, thus ; 
Daughter me feemes of double wrong ye plaine, 
Gainfl one that hath both inTonged you, and vs : 
For death t'adward I wecn'd did appertaine 270 

To none, but to the feas fole Soueraine. 
Read therefore who it is, which this hath wrought. 
And for what caufe ; the truth difcouer plaine. 
For neuer wight fo euill did or thought, 

But would fome rightfuU caufe pretend, though rightly 
nought 

To whom fhe anfwerd. Then it is by name 
Proteus^ that hath ordayn'd my fonne to die ; 
For that a waift, the which by fortune came 
Vpon your feas, he claym'd as propertie : 
And yet nor his, nor his in equitie, 280 

But yours the waift by high prerogatiue. 
Therefore I humbly craue your Maieftie, 
It to repleuie, and my fonne repriue : 

So fhall you by one gift faue all vs three aliue. 

He graunted it : and ftreight his warrant made, 
Vnder the Sea-gods feale autenticall, 
Commaunding Proteus ftraight t'enlarge the mayd, 
Which wandring on his feas imperiall, 
He lately tooke, and fithence kept as thrall. 
Which (he receiuing with meete thankefulneffe, 290 
Departed ftraight to Proteus therewithall : 
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Who reading it with inward loathfulnefTe, 
Was grieued to reftore the pledge, he did pofTelTe. 

Yet durft he not the warrant to withftand, 
But vnto her deliuered Florimell. 
Whom fhe receiuing by the lilly hand, 
Admyt^d her beautie much, as (he mote well : 
For / fhe all liuing creatures did excell ; 
And was right ioyous, that fhe gotten had 
So faire a wife for her fonne Marinell. 300 

So home with her (he ftreight the virgin lad. 

And fhewed her to him, then being fore beflad. 

Who foone as he beheld that angels face, 
Adom'd with all diuine perfeflion, 
His cheared heart eftfoones away gan chace 
Sad death, reuiued with her fweet infpeflion 
And feeble fpirit inly felt refeflion ; 
As withered weed through cruell winters tine, 
That feeles the warmth of funny beames refleilion, 
Liftes vp his head, that did before decline 310 

And gins to fpread his leafe before the faire funfhine. 

Right fo himfelfe did Marinell vpreare, 

When he in place his deareft loue did fpy ; 

And though his limbs could not his bodie beare, 

Ne former ftrength retume fo fuddenly, 

Yet chearefuU fignes he (hewed outwardly. 

Ne leCTe was (he in fecret hart affefted, 

But that (he ma(ked it with modeHie, 

For feare (he Oioiild of lightneffe be detefted: 

Which to another place I leaue to be perfected. 320 

I. 3W)— afler ibU in 1609 ' Tht tnd of the fBurth Seokt.' 
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And men themfelues, the which at firft were framed 
Of earthly mould, and form'd of fle(h and bone, 2C 
Are now transformed into hardeft (lone : 
Such as behind their backs (fo backward bred) 
Were throwne by Pyrrha and Deucalione : 
And if then thofe may any worfe be red, 
They into that ere long will be degendered. / 

Let none then blame me, if in difcipline 
Of vertue and of ciuill vfes lore, 
I doe not forme them to the common line 
Of prefent dayes, which are corrupted fore. 
But to the antique vfe, which was of yore, 3 c 

When good was onely for it felfe defyred, 
And all men fought their owne, and none no more ; 
. When luftice was not for mod meed outhyred, 
But f imple Truth did rayne, and was of all admyred. 

For that which all men then did vertue call, 

Is now cald vice : and that which vice was hight, 

Is now hight vertue, and fo vf 'd of all : 

Right now is wrong, and wrong that was is right. 

As all things elfe in time are chaunged quight 

Ne wonder ; for the heauens reuolution 4c 

Is wandred farre from, where it firft was pight, 

And foe doe make contrarie conftitution 

Of all this lower world, toward his difTolution. 

For who fo lift into the heauens looke. 

And fearch the courfes of the rowling fpheares, 
Shall find that from the point, where they firft took< 
Their fetting forth, in thefe few thoufand yeares 
They all are wandred much ; that plaine appeares. 

1. 25, * degen^red* (idii). 
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For that fame golden fleecy Ram, which bore 
Phrixus and Helk from their ftepdames feares, 50 
Hath now forgot, where he was plafl: of yore, 
And fliouldre^ hath the Bull, which fayre Europa bore. 

And eke the Bull hath with his bow-bent home 
So hardly butted tijofe two twinnes of loue. 
That they haue crulht the Crab, and quite him borne 
Into the great Nemaan lions groue. 
So / now all range, and doe at randon roue 
Out of their proper places farre away. 
And all this world with them amiCTe doe moue. 
And all his creatures from their courfe aftray, 60 

Till they arriue at their laft ruinous decay. 

Ne is that fame great glorious lampe of light, 
That doth enlumine all thefe lelTer fyres, 
In better cafe, ne keepes his courfe more right. 
But is mifcaried with the other Spheres, 
For fince the terme of fourteene hundred fyeres. 
That learned Ptolomtse his higbt did take, 
He is declyned from that marke of theirs, 
Nigh thirtie minutes to the Southeme lake ; 

That makes me feare in time he will vs quite forfake. 70 

And if to thofe Egyptian wifards old. 

Which in Star-read were wont haue beft infight. 
Faith may be giuen, it is by them told. 
That fince the time they firft tooke the Sunnes bight, 
Foure times his place he fhifted hath in fight, 
And twice hath rifen, where he now doth Weft, 
And wefted twice, where he ought rife aright 

I. S3, 'boom': 1. 69, 'MiXk'— Dr. Mom* queriei 'Ihirttm'i but it 
matteia little which it be, ai both are eqnallj pseado-tdcDti&C. 
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But mod is Mars amifle of all the reft, 
And next to him old Saturne^ that was wont be beft. 

For during Satunus ancient raigne it's fayd, 80 

That all the world with goodnefle did abound : 
All loued vertue, no man was affrayd 
Of force, ne fraud in wight was to be found : 
No warre was knowne, no dreadfull trompets found, 
Peace vniucrfall rayn'd mongft men and beafts. 
And all things freely grew out of the ground : 
luftice fate high ador'd with folemne feafts. 

And to all people did diuide her dred beheafts. / 

Moft facred vertue (he of all the reft, 

Refembling God in his imperiall might ; 90 

Whofe foueraine powre is herein moft expreft, 
That both to good and bad he dealeth right. 
And all his workes with luftice hath bedight 
That powre he alfo doth to Princes lend, 
And makes them like himfelfe in glorious fight. 
To fit in his owne feate, his caufe to end, 

And rule his people right, as he doth recommend. 

Dread Souerayne Goddeffe, that doeft higheft fit 
In feate of iudgement, in th'Almighties ftead, 
And with magniiicke might and wondrous wit 100 
Doeft to thy people righteous doome aread. 
That furtheft Nations filles with awfull dread, 
Pardon the boldneffe of thy bafeft thrall. 
That dare difcourfe of fo diuine a read. 
As thy great iuftice prayfed ouer all : 

The inftrument whereof loe here thy ArtegalL 

I 83, 'm' (161 1) : I. 88, *drad' : L 99, 'JUad' for '//tf^tf '—accepted. 
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And fuch was he, of whom I haue to tell, 
The Champion of true luftice ArtegcUL 
Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 
An hard aduenture, which did then befall, / 
Into redoubted perill forth did call ; 
That was to fuccour a diflreflfed Dame, 
Whom a ftrong tyrant did vniuftly thrall, 30 

And from the heritage, which (he did clame. 

Did with ftrong hand withhold: (;rtf///<7r/(? was his name. 

Wherefore the Lady, which Eirena hight. 
Did to tlie Faery Queene her way addreffe, 
To whom complayning her affli<5led plight, 
She her befought of gratious redreffe. 
That foueraine Queene, that mightie Emperefle, 
Whofe glorie is to aide all fuppliants pore. 
And of weake Princes to be Patroneffe, 
Chofe Artegall to right her to reftore ; 40 

For that to her he feem'd beft fkild in righteous lore. 

For Artegall in iuftice was vpbrought 
Euen from the cradle of his infancie. 
And all the depth of rightfuU doome was taught 
By faire AJlrcea^ with great induftrie, 
Whileft here on earth ftie lined mortallie. 
For till the world from his perfeftion fell 
Into all filth and foule iniquitie, 
AJlrcea here mongft earthly men did dwell. 

And in the rules of iuftice them inftrufted well. 50 

Whiles through the world (he walked in this fort, 
Vpon a day (he found this gentle childe, 

1. 33i * Irena. 
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Since he himfelfe it vPd in that great fight 
Againft the Titans, that whylome rebelled 
Gainft higheft heauen ; Chryfaor it was bight ; 
Chryfaor that all other fwords excelled. 
Well prou'd in that fame day, when loue thofe Gyants 

(quelled. 

For of mod perfeft metall it was made, 
Temprcd with Adamant amongft the fame. 
And gamifht all with gold vpon the blade 
In goodly wife, whereof it tooke his name, / 90 

And was of no leffe vertue, then of fame. r>^ 

For there no fubftance was fo firme and hard N 
But it would pierce or cleaue, where fo it came ; 
Ne any armour could his dint out ward, 

But wherefoeuer it did light, it throughly (hard. 

^Now when the world with finne gan to abound, 
AJircea loathing lenger here to fpace 
Mongft wicked men, in whom no truth ftie found, 
Retum'd to heauen, whence (he deriu'd her race ; 
Where (he hath now an euerlafting place, 100 

Mongft thofe twelue f ignes, which nightly we doe fee 
The heauens bright-(hining baudricke to enchace ; 
And is the Virgin, fixt in her degree. 

And next her felfe her righteous ballance hanging bee. 

But when (he parted hence, (he left her groome 
An yron man, which did on her attend 
Alwayes, to execute her ftedfaft doome, 
And willed him with ArtegcUl to wend, 
And doe what euer thing he did intend. 
His name was Talus, made of yron mould, 1 10 

Immoueable, refiftleffe, without end. 



350 THE V. BOOKE OF THE \jCant. I. 

Who was it then (fayd ArtegaU) that wrought ? 
And why ? doe it declare vnto me trew. 
A knight (faid he) if knight he may be thought. 
That did his hand in Ladies bloud embrew, 
And for no caufe, but as I fliall you (hew. 
This day as I in folace fate hereby 
With a fayre loue, whofe loffe I now do rew, 
There came this knight, hauing in companie 

This luckleffe Ladie, which now here doth headlefle lie. 

He, whether mine feem'd fayrer in his eye, 150 

Or that he wexed weary of his owne, 
Would change with me ; but I did it denye ; 
So did the Ladies both, as may be knowne,/ 
But he, whofe fpirit was with pride vpblowne, 
Would not fo reft contented with his right, 
But hauing from his courfer her downe throwne. 
Fro me reft mine away by lawleffe might, 

And on his fteed her fet, to beare her out of fight. 

Which when his Ladie faw, (he followed faft. 

And on him catching hold, gan loud to crie 160 

Not fo to leaue her, nor away to caft, 

But rather of his hand befought to die. 

With that his fword he drew all wrathfully, 

And at one ftroke cropt off her head with fcome, 

In that fame place, whereas it now doth lie. 

So he my loue away with him hath borne. 

And left me here, both his & mine owne loue to mome. 

Aread (fayd he) which way then did he make ? 
And by what markes may he be knowne againe ? 

1. 142, ? for ,— accepted : L 153, *kncwen* : L 167, * mourned 
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Bound like a bead appointed to the flail : 200 

The fight whereof the Ladie fore adrad, 
And fain'd to fly for feare of being thrall ; 
But he her quickly (layd, and ford to wend withall. 

When to the place they came, where Artegall 
By that fame carefuU Squire did then abide. 
He gently gan him to demaund of all, 
That did betwixt him and that Squire betide. 
Who with fteme countenance and indignant pride 
Did aunfwere, that of all he guiltleiTe flood, 
And his accufer thereuppon defide : 210 

For neither he did fhed that Ladies bloud. 

Nor tooke away his loue, but his owne proper good. 

Well did the Squire perceiue him felfe too weake, 
To aunfwere his defiaunce in the field. 
And rather chofe his challenge off to breake, 
Then to approue his right with fpeare and fhield. / 
And rather guilty chofe him felfe to yield. 
But Artegall by fignes perceiuing plaine. 
That he it was not, which that Lady kild. 
But that flrange Knight, the fairer loue to gaine, 220 

Did cafl about by fleight the truth thereout to flraine. 

And fayd, now fure this doubtfull caufes right 

Can hardly but by Sacrament be tride, 

Or elfe by ordele, or by blooddy fight ; 

That ill perhaps mote fall to either fide. 

But if ye pleafe, that I your caufe decide. 

Perhaps I may all further quarrell end. 

So ye will fweare my iudgement to abide. 

Thereto they both did franckly condifcend. 
And to his doome with liflfull eares did both attend. 
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Ne would for ought obay, as did become, 260 

To beare that Ladies head before his breaft. 
Vntill that Talus had his pride repreft, • 
And forced him, maulgre, it vp to reare. 
Who when he faw it bootelefle to refift, 
He tooke it vp, and thence with him did beare, 
As rated Spaniell takes his burden vp for feare. 

Much did that Squire Sir ArtegaU adore. 
For his great iuftice, held in high reg^d ; 
And as his Squire him oifred euermore 
To feme, for want of other meete reward, 270 

And wend with him on his aduenture hard. 
But he thereto would by no meanes confent ; 
But leauing him forth on his ioumey far'd : 
Ne wight with him but onely TcUus went. 

They two enough t'encounter an whole Regiment / 



1. 269, (oj . . . Squire), 
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But chiefely of the faireft Fhrimdlt 
How {he was found againe, and fpoufde to MarinelL 

For this was Dony^ Floritnels owne Dwarfe, 

Whom hauing loft (as ye haue heard whyleare) 

And finding in the way the fcattred fcarfe, 

The fortune of her life long time did feare. 

But / of her health when ArtegaU did heare, 

And fafe retume, he was full inly glad, 

And afkt him where, and when her bridale cheare 30 

Should be folemniz'd : for if time he had. 

He would be there, and honor to her fpoufall ad. 

Within three dales (quoth hee) as I do here, 

It will be at the Caftle of the ftrond ; 

What time if naught me let, I will be there 

To doe her feruice, f o as I am bond. 

But in my way a little here beyond 

A curfed cruell Sarazin doth wonne. 

That keepes a Bridges pafTage by ftrong hond. 

And many errant Knights hath there fordonne ; 40 
That makes all men for feare that paflage for to fhonne. 

What mifter wight (quoth he) and how far hence 
Is he, that doth to trauellers fuch harmes } 
He is (faid he) a man of great defence ; 
Expert in battell and in deedes of armes ; 
And more emboldned by the wicked charmes, 
With which his daughter doth him ftill fupport ; 
Hauing great Lordfliips got and goodly farmes. 
Through ftrong oppreffion of his powre extort ; 49 

By which he ftil them holds, & keepes with ftrong effort. 

1. 33» '^< ' for 'Jhee' of '96 : 1. 35, * nought; as before. 
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And dayly he his wrongs encreafeth more, 
For neuer wight he lets to pafle that way, 
Ouer his Bridge, albee he rich or poore, 
But he him makes his paffage-penny pay : 
Elfe he doth hold him backe or beat away. 
Thereto he hath a groome of euill guize, 
Whofe fcalp is bare, that bondage doth bewray, 
Which pols and pi!s the poore in piteous wiae ; 

But he him felfe vppon the rich doth tyrannize. / 

His name his hight PolUnte, rightly fo 60 

For that he is fo puiiTant and flrong, 
That with his powre he all doth ouer^^, 
And makes them fubici5^ to his mighty wrong ; 
And fome by fleight he eke doth vnderfong. 
For on a Bridge he cullometh to fight, 
Which is but narrow, but exceeding long ; 
And in the fame are many trap fals pight, (fight. 

Through which the rider downe doth fall through ouer- 

And vnderneath the fame a riuer flowes, 

That is both fwift and dangerous decpe withall ; 70 

Into the which whom fo he ouerthrowes, 

All detlitute of heipe doth headlong fall, 

But he him fclfe through pra6:ife vfuall, 

Leapes forth into the floud, and there aflaies 

His foe confufed through his fodaine fall, 

That horfe and man he equally difmaies, 

And either both them drownes, or trayteroufly (laics. 

Then doth he take the fpoile of them at will. 
And to his daughter brings, that dwels thereby : 
1. 52, , substituted for ; . 

VII. 17 
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WTio all that comes doth take, and therewith fill 80 
The coffers of her ^vicked threafuiy ; 
Which fhe with wrongs hath heaped vp fo hy, 
That many Princes (he in wealth exceedes, 
And purchaft all the countrey lying ny 
With the reuenue of her plenteous meedes : 
Her name is Munera, agreeing with her decdes. 

Thereto fhe is full faire, and rich attired, 
With golden hands and filuer feete befide, 
That many Lords haue her to wife defired : 
But (lie them all defpifeth for great pride. 90 

Now / by my life (fayd he) and God to guide, 
None other way will I this day betake. 
But by that Bridge, whereas he doth abide : 
Therefore me thither lead. No more he fpake, 

But thitherward forthright his ready way did make. 

Vnto the place he came within a while. 
Where on the Bridge he ready armed faw 
The Sarazin, awayting for fome fpoile. 
Who as they to the paffage gan to draw, 
A villaine to them came with fcull all raw, loo 

That paffage money did of them require. 
According to the cuftome of their law. 
To whom he aunfwerd wroth, loe there thy hire ; 

And with that word him ftrooke, that ftreight he did 
expire. 

Which when the Pagan faw, he wexed wroth. 
And ftreight him felfe vnto the fight addreft, 

1. 85, : for , : 1. 99, * Who '-^sic. Church suggested * TAo * - then ; Dr. 
Morris reads *wAtn,* 
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And dreadfull battaile twixt them do darraine : 
They fnuf, they fnort, they bouce, they rage, they 
That all the fea difturbed with their traine, (rore, 

Doth frie with fome aboue the furges hore. 
Such was betwixt thefe two the troublefome vprore. 

So Artegall at length him forft forfake 141 

His horfes backe, for dread of being drownd, 
And to his handy fwimming him betake. 
Eftfoones him felfe he from his hold \Tibownd, 
And then no ods at all in him he fownd : 
For Artegall in fwimming fkilfull was, 
And durft the depth of any water fownd. 
So ought each Knight, that vfe of perill has, 

In fwimming be expert through waters force to pas. 

Then very doubtfull was the warres euent, 150 

Vncertaine whether had the better fide : 
For both were flcild in that experiment. 
And both in armes well traind and throughly tride. 
But / Artegall was better breath'd befide, 
And towards th'end, grew greater in his might, 
That his faint foe no longer could abide 
His puiffance, ne beare him felfe vpright, 

But from the water to the land betooke his flight 

But Artegall purfewd him ftill fo neare. 

With bright Chryfaor in his cruell hand, 1 60 

That as his head hie gan a litle reare 
Aboue the brincke, to tread vpon the land, 

1 1381 [diflurbed , • . traine). 
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Yet ftill he bet, and bounft vppon the dore. 
And thundred ftrokes thereon fo hideouflie; 
That all the peece he fliaked from the flore. 
And filled all the houfe with feare and great vprore. 

With noife whereof the Lady forth appeared 
Vppon the Caftle wall, and when (he faw 
The daungerous flate, in which fhe ftood, (he feared 
The fad efle6l of her neare ouerthrow ; 
And gan entreat that iron man below, 
To ceafe his outrage, and him faire befought, 200 
Sith neither force of ftones which they did throw. 
Nor powr of charms, which flie againft him wrought. 

Might otherwife preuaile, or make him ceafe for ought. 

But when as yet (he faw him to proceede, 

Vnmou'd with praiers, or with piteous thought. 

She ment him to corrupt with goodly meede ; 

And caufde great fackes with endleffe riches fraught, 

Vnto the battilment to be vpbrought, 

And powred forth ouer the Caftle wall, 

That (he might win fome time, though dearly bought 

Whilcft he to gathering of the gold did fall. 211 

But he was nothing mou'd, nor tempted therewithal! ; 

But ftill continued his aflault the more, 

And layd on load with his huge yron flaile, 

That at the length he has yrent the dore, 

And made way for his maifter to aflaile. 

Who / being entred, nought did then auaile 

For wight, againft his powre them felues lo reare : 

Each one did flie ; their hearts began to faile, 

I. 210, {though . . . bought) : I. 212, ; for . —accepted. 
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The wludi her fire had fciap't by hooke and ciooke ; 
And buming all to aibcs» powr'd it dovne the bnxdoe./ 

And lafUy all that Caflle quite he raced, 

Euen from the fole of his foondationy 250 

And all the hewen ftones thereof defaced. 

That there mote be no hope of reparation. 

Nor memory therecrf' to any nation. 

All which idien Talus throughly had perfounned, 

Sir Artegall vndid the euill fafhion, 

And wicked cuftomes of that Bridge refourmed. 

Which done, vnto his former ioumey he retoumed. 

In which they meafur'd mickle weary way. 

Till that at length nigh to the fea they drew ; 

By which as they did trauell on a day, 260 

They faw before them, far as they could vew, 

Full many people gathered in a crew : 

Whofe great affembly they did much admire. 

For neuer there the like refort they knew. 

So towardes them they coafted, to enquire 

What thing fo many nations met, did there defire. 

There they beheld a mighty Gyant (land 
Vpon a rocke, and holding forth on hie 
An huge great paire of ballance in his hand, 
With which he boafted in his furquedrie, 270 

That all the world he would weigh equallie, 
If ought he had the fame to counterpoys. 
For want whereof he weighed vanity, 
And fild his ballaunce full of idle toys : 

Yet was admired much of fooles, women, and boys. 

1. 247 J for , »ul)slitutcd : 1. 249, ^ra/cd' ; 1. 263, , for .— accepted. 
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Tbfx; tiat prefaa'ft to m e % ii the warid 
Arj-f ^11 nrngs to aa eqcill to l e fim e. 
Is n£»f of rigiii, me feeiacs great mcog daft fhex, 
Aiid f«r aboDc ^sy forces pitcfa to fore. 
Fcjf tre dioa Hzrt vbat is kflc or ssore 
In eoerv' ihhifr tiioo oogiiteft fiift to knov, 
^\7uLt was the poyfe of eocry part of yore : 
Ar.d looke then hoir onch it doth ouerdow, 310 

Or fiilc thererf, fo much is more then iuft to trow. / 

For at the firfl they all created were 

In goodly meafure, by their Makers might. 
And *.ve;ghed out in ballaonces fo nere. 
That not a dram was miffing of their right. 
The earth was in the middle centre pight. 
In which it doth immooeable abide, 
liemd in with waters like a wall in fight ; 
And they with aire, that not a drop can Aide : 

Al which the heauens containe, & in their courfes guide. 

Such hcaucnly iuilice doth among them raine, 321 

That euery one doe know their certaine bound, 
In which they doe thefe many yeares remaine, 
And mongft them al no change hath yet beene found, 
hut if thou now (houldft weigh them new in pound, 
We are not fure they would fo long remaine : 
All change is pcrillous, and all chaunce vnfound. 
Therefore leauc off to weigh them all againe, 

Till we may be affur'd they (hall their courfe retaine. 

TIk)U fooh'flic Elfc (faid then the Gyant wrolh) 330 
Sccfl not, how badly all things prefent bee, 

J* 3^5i »"— Accepted after * ri^ht * : 1. 315, . for , — accepted. 
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For of the earth they formed were of 3rore ; 
How euer gay their bloflbme or their blade 360 

Doe flourifli now, they into duft (hall vade. 
What wrong then is it» if that v^en they die. 
They tume to that, whereof they firft were made ? 
All in the powre of their great Maker lie : 
All creatures mud obey the voice of the mod hie. 

They liue, they die, like as he doth ordaine, 

Ne euer any aiketh reafon why. 

The htls doe not the lowly dales difdaine ; 

The dales doe not the lofty hils enuy. 

He maketh Kings to fit in foueraignty ; 370 

He maketh fubie6b to their powre obay ; 

He pulleth downe, he fetteth vp on hy ; 

He g^ues to this, from that he takes away. 
For all we haue is his : what he lift doe, he may. / 

What euer thing is done, by him is donne, 
Ne any may his mighty will withftand ; 
Ne any may his foueraine power (honne, 
Ne loofe that he hath bound with ftedfaft band. 
In vaine therefore doeft thou now take in hand, 
To call to count, or weigh his workes anew, 380 

Whofe counfels depth thou canft not vnderftand, 
Sith of things fubieft to thy daily vew 

Thou doeft not know the caufes, nor their courfes dew. 

For take thy ballaunce, if thou be fo wife, 

And weigh the winde, that vnder heauen doth blow ; 

1. 384, {if , , , wife). 
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Or weigh the light, that in the Eaft doth rife ; 
Or weigh the thought, that fro mans mind doth flow. 
But if the weight of thefe thou canft not Ihow, 
Weigh but one word which from thy lips doth fall. 
For how canft thou thofe greater fecrets know, 390 
That doefl not know the leaft thing of them all ? 
Ill can he rule the great, that cannot reach the fmalL 

Therewith the Gyant much abafhed fayd ; 

That he of little things made reckoning light, 
Yet the leall word that euer could be layd 
Within his ballaunce, he could way aright. 
Which is (fayd he) more heauy then in weight. 
The right or wrong, the falfc or elfe the trew ? 
He anfwered, that he would try it ft:reight. 
So he the words into his ballaunce threw, 400 

But flreight the winged words out of his ballaunce flew. 

Wroth wext he then, and fayd, that words were light, 
Ne would within his ballaunce well abide. 
But he couid iuftly weigh the wrong or right. 
Well then, fayd ArtegaU, let it be tride. 
Firft / in one ballance fet the true af ide. 
He did fo flrft ; and then the falfe he layd 
In th'other fcale; but ftUl it downe did Aide, 
And by no meane could in the weight be ftayd. 

For by no meanes the falfe will with the truth be wayd. 

Now take the right likewife, faid Artegale, 411 

And counterpeife the fame with fo much wrong. 

1. 396, 'TtKtgi'i I. 409, 'iWJfA/'— Church fuggult '/caie.' 
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So firft the right he put into one fcale ; 
And then the Gyant flroue with puiflance ftrong 
To fill the other fcale with fo much wrong. 
But all the wrongs that he therein could lay. 
Might not it peife ; yet did he labour long. 
And fwat, and chauPd, and proued euery way :^ 
Yet all the wrongs could not a litle right downe lay 

Wliich when he faw, he greatly grew in rage, ^ 

And almoft would his balances haue broken : 
But Artegall him fairely gan aflwage, 
And faid ; be not vpon thy balance wroken : 
For they doe nought but right or wrong betoken 
But in the mind the doome of right mud bee ; 
And fo likewife of words, the which be fpoken. 
The eare muft be the ballance, to decree 

And iudge, whether with truth or falfhood they agrc 

But fet the truth and fet the right af ide, 

For they with wrong or falfliood will not fare ; 4 
And put two wrongs together to be tride, 
Or elfe two falfes, of each equall fhare ; 
And then together doe them both compare. 
For truth is one, and right is euer one. 
So did he, and then plaine it did appeare, 
Whether of them the greater were attone. 

But right fate in the middefl of the beame alone./ 

But he the right from thence did thruft away. 
For it was not the right, which he did feeke ; 

1. 4i9i * ^^ ' — ^accepted for * Tca^,' repeated from former line in 
L 430 within ( ). 
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He much was troubled, ne wift what to dcx>. 
For loth he was his noble hands fembrew 
In / the bafe blood of fuch a rafcall crew ; 
And otherwife, if that he (hould retire, 47 

He fear'd leaft they with Ihame would him purfew. 
Therefore he Talus to them fent, t'inquire 
The caufe of their array, and truce for to def ire. 

But foone as they him nigh approching fpide, 
They gan with all their weapons him affay, 
And rudely ftroke at him on euery fide : 
Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought difmay. 
But when at them he with his flaile gan lay, 
He like a fwarme of flycs them ouerthrew ; 
Ne any of them durft come in his way, 48 

But here and there before his prefence flew, 

And hid themfelues in holes and bufhes from his vew. 

As when a Faulcon hath with nimble flight 

Flowne at a flufli of Ducks, foreby the brooke, 
The trembling foule difmayd with dreadfull fight 
Of death, the which them almoft ouertooke. 
Doe hide themfelues from her aftonying looke, 
Amongft the flags and couert round about 
When Taltis faw they all the field forfooke 
And none appeared of all that raflcall rout, 49 

To Artegall he turn'd, and went with him throughout 

1. 476, 'Jlrooke,' 
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Cant. IIL 

TkiJftiHjUt g/fiurt Ftaripull, 

vihtrt htnuf many knights : 
Then Bra^ad»chi» it vneafd 

in ailtht Ladia/i^. 

AFter long Hormes and tempefts ouerblovme, 
The funne at length his ioyous face doth cleare : 
So when as fortune all her fpight hath fhowne, 
Some blisfull houres at lall mull needes appeare ; 
Elfe fhould afflifted wights oftimes defpeire. lo 

So comes it now to Florimell by tourne. 
After long forrowes fuffered whyleare, 
In which captiu'd flie many moneths did mourne, 
To taft of ioy, and to wont pleafures to retourne. 

Who being freed from Proteus cruell band 
By Marinell, was vnto him affide. 
And by him brought againe to Faerie land ; 
Where he her fpouTd and made his ioyous bride. 
The time and place was blazed farre and wide ; 
And folemne feafls and giufls ordain'd therefore. 20 
To which there did refort from euery fide 
Of Lords and Ladies infinite great llore ; 

Nc any Knight was abfent, that braue courage bore. 
VI r. 18 



riEZ T 3 1'lIIZ CS rSE" 'Cmmt. III. 



Tbe pride :t " ^'-^i^, irif ise avi^tl ^ of 
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To decigs cc arzKg? ard DcxfCe ct cbcualiie 
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As each cce h^d his niminxrcs deuiz'd. 
Asd nni =^' all Efru c Sir SlarituJ^ 
And with him fixe kn^hrs mane, which entcrpriz'd 
To chalen^e all in right of FLrimuU^ 40 

And to mainiaine, that ihe all others did excelL 



The firft of them was hight Sir Orimont^ 

A noble Knight, and tride in hard aflajres : 

The fecond had to name Sir Beliifimt^ 

But fecond \-nto none in prowelTe prayfe ; 

The third was Bfunell^ famous in his dayes ; 

The fourth Ecajlor^ di exceeding might ; 

The fift Armeddan^ lldld in lonely layes ; 

The f ixt was Lanfack^ a redoubted Knight : (fight. 
All fixe well feene in armes, and prou'd in many a 

And them againfl came all that lift to giuft, 5 i 

From euery coaft and countrie vnder funne : 

1. 28, , after • ^iVi/A/j '—accepted. 
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None was debard, but all had leaue that lull. 
The trompets found ; then all together ronne. 
Full many deedes of armes that day were donne. 
And many knights vnhorft, and many wounded, 
As fortune fell \ yet litle loll or wonne : 
But all that day the greatell prayfe redounded 
To Marinell, whofe name the Heralds loud refounded. / 

The fecond day, fo foone as morrow light 60 

Appear'd in heauen, into the field they cam^ 
And there all day continew'd cruell fight. 
With diuers fortune fit for fuch a game, 
In which all ftroue with perill to winne fame. 
Yet whether fide was viftor, note be gheft : 
But at the lall the trompets did proclame 
That Marinell that day defemed belt 

So they difparted were, and all men went to reft. 

The third day came, that Ihould due tryall lend 

Of all the reft, and then this warlike crew 70 

Together met, of all to make an end. 

There Marimll great deeds of armes did Ihew ; 

And through the thickeft like a Lyon flew, 

Rafliing off helmes, and ryuing plates a fonder, 

That euery one his daunger did efchew. 

So terribly his dreadful! ftrokes did thonder, 

That all men ftood amaz'd, & at his might did wonder. 

But what on earth can alwayes happie ftand ? 
The greater proweHe greater perils And. 
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So Imiv ^ be pfift aniGc^ifi bis cDemies band, 8o 

Thzt ibev hcae bim endofed ib bdiiiid. 

As br 3D Tifgiwrs be can bimfelfe outwind. 

And srv r> cf cB c e tbcy bane him prifoDcr taken ; 

And nc«r ibey doe widi captioe bands him bind ; 
ZK^w tbey }ead him tbence. of all forfaken, 
Kxme faooDcr bad in time him onertaken. 



It foctiai'd wbylctl dK\* vere thus iU befe^ 
Sir Awtt^mH into tbe TUt-^-ard came. 
With Bn^MmxJm>^ whom be latdy met 
Vpon tbe way, with that his fnowy Dame. 90 

Wlicre / when he vndedhxxl by common fame^ 
\\liat eiiill hap to Marimcll betid. 
He much was mon'd at fo vnworthie ihamc. 
And ftreigfat that boafter prayd, with whom he rid, 

To change his ihield with him, to be the better hid. 

So forth he ipnent and Toone them ouer bent. 
Where the}- were leading Marindl away. 
Whom he aflfayld with dreadlefTe hardiment. 
And forft the burden of their prize to ftay. 
They were an hundred knights of that array ; 1 00 
Of which th'one halfe vpon bimfelfe did fet, 
Th'other (layd behind to gard the pray. 
But he ere long the former fiftie bet ; 

And from th'other fiftie foonc the {mfoner fet 

So backe he brought Sir Marindl againe ; 
Whom hauing quickly arm'd againe anew, 
They both together ioyned might and maine, 
To fet afrefti on all the other crew. 
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Whom with fore hauocke foone they ouerthrew, 
And chaced quite out of the field, that none 1 10 
Againfl them durll his head to perill thew. 
So were they lef^ Lords of the field alone : 
So MarifuU by him was refcu'd from his fone. 

Which when he had perform'd, then backe againe 
To BraggadocJtio did his Ihield reftore : 
Who all this while behind him did remaine, 
Keeping there clofe with him in pretious flore 
That his falfe Ladie, as ye heard afore. 
Then did the trompets found, and ludges rofe, 
And all thefe knights, which that day armour bore, 
Came to the open hall, to liflen whofe 121 

The honour of the prize fhould be adiudg'd by thofe. / 

And thether alfo came in open fight 
Fayre Florinull, into the common hall, 
To greet his guerdon vnto euery knight, 
And bed to him, to whom the befl ihould fall. 
Then for that flranger knight they loud did call. 
To whom that day they Ihould the girlond yield. 
Who came not forth : but for Sir Artegall 
Came Braggadodiio, and did fhew his fhield, 1 30 

Which bore the Sunne brode blazed in a golden field. 

The fight whereof did all with gladnelTe fill : 
So vnto him they did addeeme the prife 
Of all that Tryumph. Then the trompets fhrill 
Don Braggadochios name refounded thrife : 
So courage lent a cloke to coward if e. 
And then to him came fayreft Florinull, 
And goodly gan to greet his braue emprife, 
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And timcfasd thankes him yrrld, tbat had fo well 
Approu'd that day, that (he all others did excdL 140 



To whom tibe boafier^ that all knigfals did blot. 
With proud difdaine did fcomefiill anfwere make ; 
That what he did that day, he did it not 
For her, hot for his owne deaie Ladies fake, 
Whom oa his perill he did vndertake. 
Both her and dee all others to excell : 
And further did vncomely fpeacfaes crake. 
Much did his words the gentle Ladie quell. 

And tum'd afide for fhame to heare; what he did fell. 

Then forth he brought his fnowy Flitrimde^ 1 50 

Whom Tramfari had in keeping there befide, 
Couered from pe<^les gazement with a vele. 
Wliom when difcouered diey had throughly eide» 
With / great amazement diey were ftupefide ; 
And faid, that furely FlorinuU it was. 
Or if it were not FlariwuU fo tride. 
That Florimell her feUe (he then did pas. 

So feeble fldll of perfed things the vulgar ha& 

Wliich when as Marinell beheld blcewife, 

He was therewith exceedingly difmayd ; 1 60 

Ne wift he what to thinke, or to deuife, 

But like as one, whom feends had made afTrayd, 

He long aflonifht flood : ne ought he fayd, 

Ne ought he did, but with faft fixed eies 

He gazed ftill vpon that fnowy mayd ; 

Whom euer as he did the more auize, 

The more to be true Florimell he did furmize. 

L 163, : for , accepted. 
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As when two funnes appeare in the azure Ikye, 
Mounted in Pfimbus charet fierie bright. 
Both darting forth faire beames to each mans eye. 
And both adorn'd with lampes of flaming light, 171 
All that behold fo Urange prodigious fight, 
Not knowing natures worke, nor what to weene, 
Are rapt with wonder, and with rare affright. 
So ftood Sir Marittell, when he had feene 

The femblant of this falfe by his faire beauties 
Queene. 

AH which when Arttgall, who all this while 

Stood in the preaflfe clofe couered, well aduewed, 

And faw that boafters pride and gracelefle guile, 

He could no longer beare, but forth iffewed, 1 80 

And vnto all himfelfe there open fhewed, 

And to the boafter faid ; Thou lofell bafe. 

That haft with borrowed plumes thy felfe endewed, 

And others worth with leafings doeft deface, 

When they are all reftor'd, thou fiialt reft in difgrace. / 

That fhield, which thou doeft beare, was it indeed, 
Which this dayes honour fau'd to Marinell ; 
But not that arme, nor thou the man I reed, 
Which didft that feruice vnto FlorimeU. 
For proofe fhew forth thy fword, and let it tell, 190 
What ftrokes, what dreadfuU ftoure it ftird this day : 
Or (hew the wounds, which vnto thee befell ; 
Or fhew the fweat, with which thou diddeft fway 

So fliarpe a battell, that fo many did difmay. 

U. l77-8<n'Jd . . . amer'<f): ib., 'niftKHwrf'-' Wwawrf,' which Uptoo- 
sngeeited (' had vewtd.') 
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But this the fword, «*faich wrought tbofe cmell ftoonds, 
And this the arme, the which that ihiekl did bearc, 
And thefe the fignes, (fo fhewed forth his woonds) 
By which that gknie gotten doth appears. 
As for this Ladie, which he iheweth here, 
Is not (I wager) FlorimcU at all : 200 

But fome fayre Franion, fit for fuch a fere. 
That by misfortune in his hand did falL 

For proofe whereof, he bad them Florimell forth calL 

So forth the noble Ladie was ybrought, 
Adom'd with honor and all comely grace : 
Whereto her bafhfuU fliamefaftnefle 3rwrougfat 
A great increafe in her faire blufliing face ; 
As rofes did with lillies interlace. 
For of thofe words, the which that boafter threw. 
She inly yet conceiued great difgrace. 210 

Whom when as all the people fuch did vew. 

They (houted loud, and f ignes of gladnefTe all did fliew. 

Then did he fet her by that fnowy one. 
Like the true faint befide the image fet ; 
Of both their beauties to make paragone, 
And triall, whether (hould the honor get. 
Streight / way fo foone as both together met, 
Th'enchaunted Damzell vanifht into nought : 
Her fnowy fubftance melted as with heat, 
Nc of that goodly hew remayned ought, 220 

But th'cmptie girdle, which about her waft was wrought. 

As when the daughter of Tkaumantes faire, 
Hath in a watry cloud difplayed wide 

L 214, ; for , — accq)ted. 
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Her goodly bow, which paints the liquid ayre, 
That all men wonder at her colours pride ; 
All fuddenly, ere one can looke afide. 
The glorious pifture vanifheth away, 
Ne any token doth thereof abide : 
So did this Ladies goodly forme decay. 
And into nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 2; 

Which when as all that prefent were, beheld, 
They ftricken were with great aftonifliment, 
And their faint harts with fenfelefTe horror queld. 
To fee the thing, that fecm'd fo excellent, 
So ftolen from their fancies wonderment ; 
That what of it became, none vnderftood. 
And Braggadochio felfe with dreriment 
So daunted was in his defpejn'ing mood, 

That like a lifelefTe corfe immoueable he flood. 

But Artegall that golden belt vptooke, 2^ 

The which of all her fpoyle was onely left ; 
Which was not hers, as many it miflooke. 
But Floritnells owne girdle, from her reft. 
While fhe was flying, like a weary weft, 
From that foule monfter, which did her compell 
To perils great ; which he vnbuckling eft, 
Prefented to the fayreft Florimell ; 

Who round about her tender waft it fitted well. / 

Full many Ladies often had alTayd, 

About their middles that faire belt to knit ; 25 

1. 3Z4, ' JooTC,' u beiore ; and , for ; — accepted. 
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And many a one fuppof 'd to be a mayd : 
Yet it to none of all their loynes would fit. 
Till Flarimell about her faftned it. 
Such power it had, that to no womans wafl 
By any (kill or labour it would fit, 
Vnleffe that (he were continent and chad. 
But it would lofe or breake, that many had difgraft. 

Whileft thus they bufied were bout Florimell^ 
And boaftfuU Braggadochio to defame. 
Sir Guyon as by fortune then befell, 260 

Forth from the thickeft preaflfe of people came. 
His o>\Tie good deed, which he had (lolne, to clame ; 
And th'one hand feizing on his golden bit. 
With th'other drew his fword : for with the fame 
He ment the thiefe there deadly to haue fmit : 

And had he not bene held, he nought had fayld of it 

Thereof great hurly burly moued was 

Throughout the hall, for that fame warlike horfe. 

For Braggadochio would not let him pas ; 

And Guyon would him algates haue perforfe, 270 

Or it approue vpon his carrion corfe. 

Which troublous ftirre when ArtegcUl perceiued, 

He nigh them drew, to ftay th'auengers forfe. 

And gan inquire, how was that fteed bereaued. 
Whether by might extort, or elfe by flight deceaued. 

Who all that piteous ftorie, which befell 

About that wofull couple, which were flaine, 
And their young bloodie babe to him gan teU ; 
With whom whiles he did in the wood remaine, 

' ^^(m . . . htfdl) : L 273, , after ' ^fw '-accepted. 
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His / horfe purloyned was by fubtill trame : 28c 
For which he chalenged the thiefe to fight. 
But he for nought could him thereto conftraine. 
For as the death he hated fuch defpight, 
And rather had to lofe, then trie in armes his right. 

Which ArUgall well hearing, though no more 
By law of armes there neede ones right to trie, 
As was the wont of warlike knights of yore, 
Then that his foe Ihould him the field denie, 
Yet further right by tokens to defcrie, 
He afkt, what priuie tokens he did beare. 29c 

If that (faid Giiyo») may you fatisfie, , 

Within his mouth a blacke fpot doth appeare, 

Shapt like a horfes fhoe, who lif): to feeke it there. 

Whereof to make due tryall, one did take 

The horfe in hand, within his mouth to looke : 
But with his heeles fo forely he him drake, 
That all his ribs he quite in peeces broke, 
That neuer word from that day forth he fpoke. 
Another that would feeme to haue more wit, 

. Him by the bright embrodered hedllall tooke ; 30< 
But by the (houlder him fo fore he bit. 

That he him maymed quite, and all his fhoulder fplit. 

Ne he his mouth would open vnto wight, 
Vntill that Guyon felfe vnto him fpake. 
And called Brigadore (fo was he hight) 
Whofe voice fo foone as he did vndertake, 
Eftfoones he ftood as fliil as any (lake, 
And fuffred all his fecret marke to fee : 
And when as he him nam'd, for toy he brake 
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His bands, and follow'd him with gladfhU glee, 310 
And frxfkt, and flong aloft, and kxited low on knee. / 

Therein- Sir ArUgall did plaine aieed. 

That ^Tito him the horfe belonged, and fayd ; 
Lo there Sir Gujon^ take to you the deed. 
As he with golden (addle is arayd ; 
And let that lofell, plaindy now difplayd. 
Hence fare on foot, till he an horfe haue gayned. 
But the proud boafter gan his doome vpbrayd. 
And him reuO'd, and rated, and difda>-nedy 

That iudgement fo vniufl againft him had ordayiied. 

Much was the knight incenll with his lewd word, 321 
To haue reuenged that his villeny ; 
And thrife did lay his hand vpon his fword. 
To haue him flaine, or dearely doen aby. 
But Guyon did his choler pacify, 
Saying, Sir knight, it would difhonour bee 
To you, that are our iudge of equity, 
To wreake your wrath on fuch a carle as hee : 

It*s puniHiment enough, that all his (hame doe fee. 

So did he mitigate Sir Artegall\ 330 

But Taliis by the backe the boafler hent. 
And drawing him out of the open hall, 
Vpon him did inflift this punifhment 
Firft he his beard did (haue, and fowly (hent : 
Then from him reft his (hield, and it renuerft, 
And blotted out his armes with fal(hood blent, 
And himfelfe baffuld, and his armes vnherft, 

And broke his fword in twaine, and all his armour fpeHi 

1. 328, : —accepted : I. 330, ; for ,— accepted: 1. 335, *f'emi€rfi: 



286 



THE r. BOOKS OF THE {Cant. ////. 



Cant. IIII. 




'\T\ T Ho fo vpon him felfe will take the (kill 
V V True luftice vnto people to diuide. 
Had neede haue mightie hands, for to fulfill 
That, which he doth with righteous doome decide, 
And for to maifter wrong and puiflant pride, lo 

For vaine it is to deeme of things aright, 
And makes wrong doers iuftice to deride, 
Vnleffe it be performed with dreadlefle might. 

For powre is the right hand of luftice truely higfat. 

Therefore whylome to knights of great emprife 
The charg^e of luftice giuen was in truft, 
That they might execute her judgements wife. 
And with their might beat downe licentious hift. 
Which proudly did impugne her fentence iuft. 
Whereof no brauer prefident this day 20 

Remaines on earth, preferu'd from yron ruft 

1. 8, * haue ' — i6ii needlessly 'improves* into *^,* 
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Of rude obliuion, and long times decay, 
Then this of ArtegaU, which here we haue to fay. 

Who hauing lately left that louely payre, 
Enlincked fafl in wedlockes loyall bond, 
Bold Marinell with Florimell the fayre, 
With whom great feaft and goodly glee he fond, 
Departed / from the Callle of the ftrond, 
To follow his aduentures firfl intent, 
Which long agoe he taken had in hond : 30 

Ne wight with him for his altiflance went. 

But that great yron groome, his gard and gouemmmt 

With whom as he did pafle by the fea (hore, 

He chaunll to come, whereas two comely Squires, 

Both brethren, whom one wombe t(^ether bore. 

But ftirred vp with different defires, 

Tc^ether ftroue, and kindled wrathful! fires : 

And them befide two feemely damzels flood, 

By all meanes feeking to afTwage their ires, 

Now with faire words ; but words did little good, 40 

Now with fliarpe threats ; but threats the more increaft 
their mood. 

And there before them ftood a Coffer ftrong. 
Fail bound on euery fide with iron bands. 
But feeming to haue fuffred mickle wrong, 
Either by being wreckt vppon the fands, 
Or being carried farre from forraine lands. 
Seem'd that for it thefe Squires at ods did fall. 
And bent againd them felues their cruell hands. 

I. 18, 'Strmd.' 
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But euermore, thofe Damzels did foreftall 
Their furious encounter, and their fiercenefle palL 50 

But firmely fixt they were, with dint of fword, 
And battailes doubtfull proofe their rights to try, 
Ne other end their fury would afford. 
But what to them Fortune would iuitify. 
So flood they both in readinefTe : thereby 
To ioyne the combate with cruell intent ; 
When Aftegall aniuing happily. 
Did (lay a while there greedy bickerment, 

Till he had queilioned the caufe of their diiTent / 

To whom the elder did this aunfwere frame ; 60 

Then weete ye Sir, that we two brethren be, 
To whom our fire, Mikfio by name, 
Did equally bequeath his lands in fee, 
Two Hands, which ye tliere before you fee 
Not farre in fea ; of which the one appeares 
But like a little Mount of fmall degree ; 
Yet was as great and wide ere many yeares, 

As that fame other Ifle, that greater bredth now beares. 

But tra£l of time, that all things doth decay, 

And this deuouring Sea, that naught doth fpare, 70 
The mod part of my land hath waftit away, 
And throwne it vp vnto my brothers (hare : 
So his encreafed, but mine did empaire. 
Before which time I lou'd, as was my lot. 
That further mayd, hight Philtera the faire, 

1. 5S» * in rtadinejfe thcre-by,^ 
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With whom a goodly doure I (hould haue got, 
And fhould haue ioyned bene to her in wedlocks knot 

Then did my younger brother Amidas 

Loue that fame other Damzell, Lucy bright, 

To whom but little dowre allotted was ; 80 

Her vertue was the dowre, that did delight 

What better dowre can to a dame be hight ? 

But now when Philtra faw my lands decay, 

And former liuelod fayle, fhe left me qui^t, 

And to my brother did ellope ftreight way : 

Who taking her from me, his owne loue left aflray. 

She feeing then her felfe forfaken fo. 

Through dolorous defpaire, which fhe conceyued. 
Into the Sea her felfe did headlong throw, 
Thinking to haue her griefe by death bereaned. 90 
But / fee how much her purpofe was deceaued. 
Whileft thus amidll the biUowes beating of her 
Twixt life and death, long to and fro fhe weaued, 
She chaunfl vnwares to light vppon this coffer, 

Which to her in that daunger hope of life did offer. 

The wretched mayd that earft defir'd to die, 
When as the paine of death fhe tafled had, 
And but halfe feene his i^ly vifnomie, 
Gan to repent that fhe had beene fo mad, 
For any death to chaunge life though moft bad : 
And catching hold of this Sea-beaten cheft, loi 
The lucky Pylot of her paffa^ fad, 

L 76, 'Jgam.' 
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After long toffing in the feas diftreft, 
Her weary barke at laft vppon mine Ifle did reft. 

Where I by chaunce then wandring on the (hore, 
Did her efpy, and through my good endeuour 
From dreadfull mouth of death, which threatned fore 
Her to haue fwallow'd vp, did helpe to faue her. 
She then in recompence of that great fauour, no 
Which I on her beftowed, beftowed on me 
The portion of that good, which Fortune gaue her, 
Together with her felfe in dowry free ; 

Both goodly portions, but of both the better (lie. 

Yet in this coffer, which ftie with her brought, 
Great threafure fithence we did iinde contained ; 
Which as our owne we tooke, and fo it thought. 
But this fame other Damzell fince hath fained, 
That to her felfe that threafure appertained ; 
And that ftie did tranfport the fame by fea, 
To bring it to her huft>and new ordained, 120 

But fuffred cruell fhipwracke by the way. 

But whether it be fo or no, I can not fay, / 

But whether it indeede be fo or no. 

This doe I fay, that what fo good or ill 
Or God or Fortune vnto me did throw, 
Not wronging any other by my will, 
I hold mine owne, and fo will hold it ftill. 
And though my land he iirft did winne away. 
And then my loue (though now it little (kill,) 

1. 126 within ( ). 
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Yet my good lucke he (hall not likewife pray ; 130 
But I will it defend, whilft euer that I may. 

So hauing fayd, the younger did enfew ; 
Full true it is, what To about our land 
My brother here declared hath to you : 
But not for it this ods twixt vs doth ftand, 
But for this threafure throwne vppon his flrand ; 
Which well I proue, as fhall appeare by triall. 
To be this maides, with whom I fallned hand, 
Known by good markes, and perfefl good efpialt, 

Therefore it ought be rendred her without deniall. 140 

When thus they ended had, the Knight beg^ ; 
Certes your ilrife were eafie to accord. 
Would ye remit it to fome righteous man. 
Vnto your felfe, faid they, we giue our word, 
To bide what iudgement ye fhalt vs afford. 
Then for alTuraunce to my doome to ftand, 
Vnder my foote let each lay downe his fword, 
And then you fliall my fentence vnderftand. 

So each of them layd downe his fword out of his hand. 

Then Artegall thus to the younger fayd ; 1 50 

Now tell me Amidas, if that ye may, 
Your brothers land the which the fea hath layd 
Vnto your part, and pluckt from his away, 
By / what good right doc you withhold this day ? 
What other right (quoth he) fhould you efteeme. 
But that the fea it to my fhare did lay ? 
Your right is good (fayd he) and fo I deeme. 

That what the fea vnto you fent, your own Ihould feeme. 
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Then turning to the elder thus he fayd ; 
Now Bracidas let this likewife be (howne. 
Your brothers threafure, which from him is ftrayd, 
Being the dowry of his wife well knowne. 
By what right doe you claime to be your owne ? 
What other right (quoth he) (hould you efteeme, 
But that the fea hath it vnto me throwne ? 
Your right is good (fayd he) and fo I deeme, 

That what the fea vnto you fent, your own (hould feeme. 

For equall right in equall things doth (land. 
For what the mighty Sea hath once poffeft, 
And plucked quite from all poffeflTors hand, 170 

Whether by rage of waues, that neuer reft, 
Or elfe by wracke, that wretches hath diftreft. 
He may difpofe by his imperiall might, 
As thing at randon left, to whom he lift. 
So AmidaSy the land was yours firft hight. 

And fo the threafure yours is Bracidas by right 

When he his fentence thus pronounced had, 
Both Amidas and Philtra were difpleafed : 
But Bracidas and Lu(y were right glad, 
And on the threafure by that iudgement feafed. 1 80 
So was their difcord by this doome appeafed. 
And each one had his right. Then Art^aU 
When as their (harpe contention he had ceafed. 
Departed on his way, as did befall. 

To follow his old queft, the which him forth did call 

So as he trauelled vppon the way, 

He chaunft to coooe, where happUy he fpide 
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A rout of many people farre away ; 
To whom his courfe he haflily applide, 
To weete the caufe of their affemblaunce wide. 190 
To whom when he approched neare in fight, 
(An vncouth fight) he piainely then defcride 
To be a troupe of women warlike dight, 
With weapons in their hands, as ready for to fight. 

And in the midft of them he faw a Knight, 

With both his hands behinde him pinnoed hard. 

And round about his necke an halter tight. 

As ready for the gallow tree prepard : 

His face was couered, and his head was bar'd. 

That who he was, vneath was to defcry ; aoo 

And with full hea.uy heart with them he far'd, 

Grieu'd to the foule, and groning inwardly, 

That he of womens hands fo bafe a death ftiould dy. 

But they like tyrants, mercileffe the more, 
Reioyced at his mifcrable cafe, 
And him reuiled, and reproched fore 
With bitter taunts, and termes of vile difgrace. 
Now when as Artegall arriu'd in place, 
Did afke, what caufe brought that man to decay, 
They round about him gan to fwarme apace, 210 
Meaning on him their cruell hands to lay. 

And to haue wrought vnwares fome villanous alTay. 

£ut he was foone aware of their ill minde, 
And drawing backe deceiued their intent; 

1. 196, 'pianiond' (1611). 
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Yet though him felfe did fhame on womankinde 
His mighty hand to fhend, he Talus fent 
To / wrecke on them their follies hardyment : 
Who with few fowces of his yron flale, 
Difperfed all their troupe incontinent, 
And fent them home to tell a piteous tale, 220 

Of their vaine proweffe, turned to their proper bale. 

But that fame wretched man, ordaynd to die, 
They left behind them, glad to be fo quit : 
Him Talus tooke out of perplexitie, 
And horrour of fowle death for Knight vnfit, 
Who more then loffe of life ydreaded it ; 
And him reftoring vnto liuing light, 
So brought vnto his Lord, where he did fit. 
Beholding all that womanifh weake fight ; 

Whom foone as he beheld, he knew, and thus befaight. 

Sir TurpinCy haplefle man, what make you here ? 231 
Or haue you loft your felfe, and your difcretion. 
That euer in this wretched cafe ye were ? 
Or haue ye yeelded you to proude oppreffion 
Of womens powre, that boaft of mens fubie£lion \ 
Or elfe what other deadly difmall day 
Is falne on you, by heauens hard direftion. 
That ye were runne fo fondly far aftray. 

As for to lead your felfe vnto your owne decay ? 

Much was the man confounded in his mind, 240 

Partly with (hame, and partly with difmay, 
That all aftoni(ht he him felfe did find, 
And little had for his excufe to fay, 
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But onely thus ; Moft haplefle well ye may 
Me iuftly terme, that to this fhame am brought, 
And made the fcome of Knighthod this fame day. 
But who can fcape, what his owne fate hath wrought? 
The workc of heauens will furpafTeth humaine thought. / 

Kight true : but faulty men vfe oftentimes 

To attribute their folly vnto fate, 250 

And lay on heauen the guilt of their owne crimes. 

But tell, Sir Terpin, ne let you amate 

Your mifer}', how fell ye in this ftate. 

Then fith ye needs (quoth he) will know my fhame, 

And all the ill, which chaunll to me of late, 

I fliortly will to you rehearfe the fame, 

In hope ye will not tume misfortune to my blame 

Being defirous (as all Knights are woont) 

Through hard aduentures deedes of armes to try, 

And after fame and honour for to hunt, 260 

I heard report that farre abrode did fly. 

That a proud Amazon did late defy 

All the braue Knights, that hold of Maidenhead, 

And vnto them wrought all the villany, 

That fhe could foi^^e in her malicious head. 

Which fome hath put to fhame, and many done be dead. 

The caufe, they fay, of this her cruetl hate. 
Is for the fake of Belledant the bold. 
To whom fhe bore moft fement loue of late, 
And wooed him by all the waies fhe could : 270 
But when fhe faw at lafl, that he ne would 
For ought or nought be wonne vnto her will, 
She turn'd her loue to hatred manifold. 
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And for his fake vow'd to doe all the ill 
Which (he could doe to Knights, which now fhe dot 

fulfill. 

For all thofe Knights, the which by force or guile 
She doth fubdue, fhe fowly doth entreate. 
' Firft (he doth them of warlike armes defpoile, 
And cloth in womens weedes : And then with threj 
Doth / them compell to worke, to eame their meat 
To fpin, to card, to few, to wafli, to wring; 28 

Ne doth fhe giue them other thing to eat, 
But bread and water, or like feeble thing. 

Them to difable from reuenge aduenturing. 

But if through flout difdaine of manly mind, 
Any her proud obferuaunce will withfland, 
Vppon that gibbet, which is there behind. 
She caufeth them be hang'd vp out of hand ; 
In which condition I right now did fland. 
For being ouercome by her in fight, 25 

And put to that bafe feruice of her band, 
I rather chofe to die in Hues defpight, 

Then lead that fhamefull life, vnworthy of a Knight. 

How hight that Amazon (fayd Artcgallf) 

And where, and how far hence does fhe abide ? 
Her name (quoth he) they Radignnd doe call, 
A Princeffe of great powre, and greater pride. 
And Queene of Amazons, in armes well tride. 
And fundry battels, which fhe hath atchieued 
With great fucceffe, that her hath glorifide, 3 c 

And made her famous, more then is belieued ; 

Ne would I it haue ween'd, had I not late it prieued. 
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And now the Knights being arriued neare, 3 

Did beat vppon the gates to enter in, 
* And at the Porter, fkorning them fo few. 

Threw many threats, if they the towne did win, 
To teare his flefh in peeces for his fin. 
Which when as Radigund there comming heard, 
Her heart for rage did grate, and teeth did grin : 
She bad that ftreight the gates (hould be vnbard, 

And to them way to make, with weapons well preps 

Soone as the gates were open to them fet, 

They preffed forward, entraunce to haue made. 3 

But in the middle way they were ymet, 

With a fharpe fhowre of arrowes, which them flai< 

And / better bad aduife, ere they aflaid 

Vnknowen perill of bold womens pride. 

Then all that rout vppon them rudely laid, 

And heaped ftrokes fo faft on euery fide, 

And arrowes haild fo thicke, that they could not abi 

But Radigund her felfe, when fhe efpide 
Sir Terpin, from her direfull doome acquit, 
So cruell doile amongft her maides dauide, i 

Tauenge that fhame, they did on him commit ; 
All fodainely inflam'd with furious fit, 
Like a fell Lioneffe at him fhe flew. 
And on his head-peece him fo fiercely fmit, 






L 332, Dr. Morris annotates " */ofew '(so all copies). Church prc^ 
to alter ' neare <>f,* in 1. i, to ' new^* so as to rhyme with *few* Mr. J 
Collier proposes to read * to feare^ instead of */o fnvj thus making a 
able rhyme for ' neare,* ** All very ingenious tinkering ; but it must b< 
peated Spenser shews repeatedly such neglects, and was no Purist : 1. 
161 1 of course corrects into * their* : 1. 350, * doaU . . . divide* i 1. 
; for , — accepted. 
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But foone as fhe her fence recouer^d had, 

She fiercely towards him her fclfe gan dight, 

Through vengeful wrath & fdeignfull pride half mad : 

For neuer had (he fuffred fuch defpight 

But ere fhe could ioyne hand with him to fight^ 

Her warlike maides about her flockt fo fad, 

That they difparted them, maugre their might, 390 

And with their troupes did far a funder caft : 

But mongft the reft the fight did vntill euening laft. 

And euery while that mighty yron man, 

With his ftrange weapon, neuer wont in warre, 

Them forely vext, and courft, and ouerran, 

And broke their bowes, and did their fhooting marre, 

That none of all the many once did darre 

Him to aflault, nor once approach him nie, 

But like a fort of fheepe difperfed farre 

For dread of their deuouring enemie, 400 

Through all the fields and vallies did before him flie. 

But when as daies faire (hinie-beame, yclowded 
With fearefull (hadowes of deformed night, 
Warn'd man and beaft in quiet reft be Ihrowded, 
Bold Radigund with found of trumpe on hight, ^ 
Caufd / all her people to furceafe from fight, .^'^^ 

And gathering them vnto her citties gate. 
Made them all enter in before her fight. 
And all the wounded, and the weake in ftate, 

To be conuayed in, ere (he would once retrate. 410 

When thus the field was voided all away. 
And all things quieted, the Elfin Knight 

]. 405, {:untk • . • kishi). 
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WTiat euer he (hall like to doe or fay. 
Goe ftreight, and take with thee, to witneffe it, 
Sixe of thy fellowes of the bed array, 
And beare with you both wine and iuncates fit, 
And bid him eate ; henceforth he oft (hall hungry fit 

The Damzell ftreight obayd, and putting all 
In readineffe, forth to the Towne-gate went ; 
Where founding loud a Trumpet from the wall, 
Vnto thofe warlike Knights fhe warning fent 450 
Then Talus forth ifluing from the tent, 
Vnto the wall his way did feareleffe take, 
To weeten what that trumpets founding ment : 
Where that fame Damzell lowdly him befpake, 

And (hew'd, that with his Lord (he would emparlauoce 
make. 

So he them ftreight conduced to his Lord, 

Who, as he could, them goodly well did greete, 
Till they had told their me(rage word by word : 
Which he accepting well, as he could weete, 
Them fairely entertaynd with curtTies meete, 460 
And gaue them gifts and things of deare delight. 
So backe againe they homeward turnd their feete. 
But Artegall him felfe to reft did dight, 

That he mote fre(her be againft the next dales fight 

1. 446, ; for , ; and so 1. 448 : 1. 455, ' emperlance^ 
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Downe to her lowed heele, and thereuppon 
She wore for her defence a mayled habergeon. 

And on her legs fhe painted bulkins wore, 
Bafted with bends of gold on euery fide, 
And mailes betweene, and laced clofe afore : 
Vppon her thigh her Cemitare was tide, / '^^ 
With an embrodered belt of mickell pride ; 
And on her fhoulder hung her fhield, bedeckt 
Vppon the boffe with ftones, that fhined wide^ 
As the faire Moone in her mod full afpefl. 

That to the Moone it mote be like in each refpefl. 

So forth fhe came out of the citty gate, 
With ftately port and proud magnificence. 
Guarded with many damzels, that did waite 
Vppon her perfon for her fure defence, . \ 

Playing on fhaumes and trumpets, that from henc 
Their found did reach vnto the heauens hight 
So forth into the field fhe marched thence, 
Where was a rich Pauilion ready pight. 

Her to receiue, till time they fhould begin the fight. 

Then forth came ArUgall out of his tent, 

All arm'd to point, and firfl the Lifls did enter : 

Soone after eke came fhe, with fell intent. 

And countenaunce fierce, as hauing fully bent he: 

That battels vtmofl triall to aduenter. 

The Lifts were clofed fafl, to barre the rout 

From rudely prefTing to the middle center ; 

Which in great heapes them circled all about, 

Wayting, how Fortune would refohie that daungei 
dout 
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For with his trenchant blade at the next blow 
Halfe of her fhield he fhared quite away, 
That halfe her fide it felfe did naked (how, 80 

And thenceforth vnto daunger opened way. 
Much was {he moued with the mightie fway 
Of that fad ftroke, that halfe enrag'd (he grew, 
And like a greedie Beare vnto her pray, 
With her fharpe Cemitare at him fhe flew, (drew. 

That glauncing downe his thigh, the purple bloud forth 

Thereat (he gan to triumph with great boaft. 

And to vpbrayd that chaunce, which him misfell, 

As if the prize (he gotten had almoft, 

With fpightfuU fpeaches, fitting with her well ; / 90 

That his great hart gan inwardly to fwell 

With indignation, at her vaunting vaine. 

And at her ftrooke with puifTance fearefull fell ; 

Yet with her (hield (he warded it againe. 

That (hattered all to peeces round about the plaine. 

Hauing her thus difarmed of her (hield, 
Vpon her helmet he againe her ftrooke. 
That downe (he fell vpon the graffie field. 
In fenceleffe fwoune, as if her life forfooke. 
And pangs of death her fpirit ouertooke. 1 00 

Whom when he faw before his foote proftrated, 
He to her lept with deadly dread full looke, 
And her fun(hynie helmet foone vnlaced, 

Thinking at once both head and helmet to haue raced. 

But when as he difcouered had her face. 
He faw his fenfes ftraunge aftoni(hment, 
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A miracle of natures goodly grace, 
In her faire vifage voide of ornament. 
But bath'd in bloud and fweat together ment ; 
Which in the rudenefle of that euiU plight, / 1 10 
Bewrayd the fignes of feature excellent : 
Like as the Moone in foggie winters night, 
Doth feeme to be her felfe, though darkned be her light 

At fight thereof his cruell minded hart 
Empierced was with pittifull r^ard. 
That his (harpe fword he threw from him apart, 
Curfing his hand that had that vifage mard : 
No hand fo cruell, nor no hart fo hard, 
But ruth of beautie will it moUifie. ' 

By this vpftarting from her fwoune, ftie ftar'd 120 
A while about her with confufed eye ; 

Like one that from his dreame is waked fuddenlye. 

Soone / as the knight (he there by her did fpy, 
Standing with emptie hands ail weaponlelTe, 
With frefh afTault vpon him ftie did fly. 
And gan renew her former cruelnefle : 
And though he ftill retyr'd, yet natheleffe ' ' 

With huge redoubled ftrokes fhe on him layd ; 
And more increaft her outrage mercilefle, 
The more that he with meeke intreatie prayd, 130 

Her wrathful hand from greedy vengeance to haue ftayd. 

Like as a Puttocke hauing fpyde in fight 
A gentle Faulcon fitting on an hill, 
Whofe other wing, now made vnmeete for flight, 
Was lately broken by fome fortune ill ; 



3o8 THE V. BO ORE OF THE ICant. V. 

The foolifh Kyte, led with licentious will, 
Doth beat vpon the gentle bird in vaine. 
With many idle ftoups her troubling ftill : 
Euen fo did Radigund with bootleflfe paine 
Annoy this noble Knight, and forely him conftraine. 

Nought could he do, but fhun the dred defpight 141 
Of her fierce wrath, and backward ftill retyre, 
And with his f ingle fhield, well as he might, 
Beare oflF the burden of her raging yre ; 
And euermore he gently did defyre. 
To ftay her ftroks, and he himfelfe would yield : 
Yet nould fhe hearke, ne let him once refpyre, 
Till he to her deliuered had his (hield, 

And to her mercie him fubmitted in plaine field. 

So was he ouercome, not ouercome, 150 

But to her yeelded of his owne accord ; 
Yet he was iuftly damned by the doome 
Of his owne mouth, that fpake fo wareleffe word, / 
^ To be her thrall, and feruice her afTord. 
For though that he firft vidlorie obtayned. 
Yet after by abandoning his fword. 
He wilfuU loft, that he before attayned. 

No fayrer conqueft, then that with goodwill is gayned. 

Tho with her fword on him (he flatling ftrooke, 

In f igfne of true fubieftion to her powre, 1 60 

. And as her vaffall him to thraldome tooke. 
But Terpine borne to'a more vnhappy howre. 
As he, on whom the luckleffe ftarres did lowre. 
She caufd to be attacht, and forthwith led 
Vnto the crooke t'abide the balefull ftowre, 
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From which he lately had through refkew fled : 
Where he full (hamefully was hanged by the hed. 

But when they thought on TtUtts hands to lay, 
He with his yron flaile amongfl them thondred, 
That they were fayne to let him fcape away, 1 70 
Glad from his companie to be fo fondred ; 
Whofe prefence all their troups fo much encombred 
That th'heapes of thofe, which he did wound and flay, 
Befides the reft difmayd, might not be nombred : 
Yet all that while he would not once aflay. 

To reCkew his owne Lord, but thought it lull fobay. 

Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilfull blame, 
And caufed him to be difarmed quight, 
Of all the ornaments of knightly name, 1 80 

With which whylome he gotten had great fame : 
In flead whereof Ihe made him to be dight ^ ,■ ' 
In womans weedes, that is to manhood fliame. 
And put before his lap an apron white, 

In Head of Ciiriets and bafes fit for fight. 

So / being clad, Ihe brought him from the field, 
In which he had bene trayned many a day, 
Into a long large chamber, which was field 
With moniments of many knights decay, \ 

By her fubdewed in viftorious fray : jgo 

Amongft the which ihe caufd his warlike armes 
Be hang'd on high, that mote his fliame bewray ; 
And broke his fword, for feare of further harmes, 

With which he wont to ftirre vp battailous alarmes, 

L 1S8, '/leld' - aitd—iie in '96 and 1609, mt-SlFd. 
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There entred In, he round about him faw 

Many braue knights, whofe names right well he kni 
There bound t'obay tliat Amazons proud law, 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew, 
That his bigge hart loth'd fo vncomely vew. 
But they were forft through penurie and pyne, 2 
To doe thofe workes, to them appointed dew : 
For nought was giuen them to fup or dyne, 

But what their hands could eame by twifling lini 
twyne. 

Amongft them all (he placed him mod low, 
And in his hand a diilafTe to him gaue, 
That he thereon fhould fpin both flax and tow ; 
A fordid office for a mind fo braue. 
So hard it is to be a womans flaue. 
Yet he it tooke in his owne felfes defpight, 
And thereto did himfelfe right well behaue, s 

Her to obay, fith he his faith had plight, 

Her vaffall to become, if ftie him wonne in fight. 

Who had him feene, imagine mote thereby, 
That whylome hath of HermUs bene told, 
How for lolas fake he did apply 
^' His mightie hands, the diftaffe vile to hold, / 
For his huge club, which had fubdew'd of old 
J So many monfters, which the world annoyed ; 

His Lyons (kin chaungd to a pall of gold, 
In which forgetting warres, he onely ioyed : 

In combats of fweet loue, and with his miftrefTe toy< 
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Such is the crueltie of womenkynd, 

When they haue (haken off the fhamefafl band. 
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And wyder made the wound of thliidden dart 
At lail when long (he ftniggled had in vaine. 
She gan to (loupe, and her proud mind conuert 
To meeke obeyfance of loues mightie raine. 
And him entreat for grace, that had procured her pa 

Vnto her felfe in fecret fhe did call 

Her neareft handmayd, whom (he moft did truft. 
And to her faid ; Clarinda whom of all : 

I truft a Hue, fith I thee foftred firft ; 
Now is the time, that I vntimely muft 
Thereof make tryall, in my greateft need : 
It is fo hapned, that the heauens vniuft, 
Spighting my happie freedome, haue agreed, 

To thrall my loofer life, or my laft bale to breed. 

With that (he tum'd her head, as halfe abaihed. 
To hide the blu(h which in her vifage rofe, 
And through her eyes like fudden lightning flafh< 
Decking her cheeke with a vermilion rofe : 
But foone (he did her countenance compofe, 
And to her turning, thus began againe ; 
This griefes deepe wound I would to thee difclofd 
Thereto compelled through hart-murdring paine, 

But dread of (hame my doubtfull lips doth ftill reftra 

Ah my deare dread (faid then the faithfull Mayd) 
Can dread of ought your dreadlefle hart withholc 
That many hath with dread of death difmayd, 
And dare euen deathes moft dreadfull face behol< 
Say on my fouerayiie Ladie, and be bold ; 
Doth not your handmayds life at your foot lie ? 
Therewith much comforted, (he gan vnfold 



3i6 THE V. BOOKE OF THE ICanL V. 

Certes C/arinda, not of cancred will, 

(Sayd he) nor obflinate difdainefull mind, 

I haue forbore this duetie to fulfill : 

For well I may this weene, by that I fynd, 

That fhe a Queene, and come of Princely kynd, 370 

Both worthie is for to be fewd vnto, 

Chiefely by him, whofe life her law doth bynd, ^ \ • 

And eke of powre her owne doome to vndo, 

And alf of princely grace to be inclyn'd thereto. 

But / want of meanes hath bene mine onely let. 
From feeking fauour, where it doth abound ; 
Which if I might by your good office get, 
I to your felfe (hould reft for euer bound, 
And readie to deferue, what grace I found. 
She feeling him thus bite vpon the bayt, 380 

Yet doubting leaft his hold was but vnfound, 
And not well faftened, would not ftrike him ftrayt, 

But drew him on with hope, fit leafure to awayt. 

But foolifli Mayd, whyles heedleffe of the hooke. 
She thus oft times was beating off and on, 
Through flipperie footing, fell into the brooke, ^ ^^ 
And there was caught to her confufion. 
For feeking thus to falue the Amazon, 
She wounded was with her deceipts owne dart, 
And gan thenceforth to caft affeflion, 390 

Conceiued clofe in her beguiled hart. 

To Artegally through pittie of his caufeleffe fmart. 

Yet durft (he not difclofe her fancies wound, 
Ne to himfelfe, for doubt of being fdayned, 

1. 367, '^a^' (misprint). 
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Whofe life did He in her lead eye-lids fall ; 
Of which fhe vow'd with many a curfed threat. 
That fhe therefore would him ere long forftall. 
Nathlefle when calmed was her furious heat. 
She chang'd that threatfuU mood, & mildly gan entreat 

What now is left Clarinda ? what remaines, 

That we may compaffe this our enterprize ? 430 

Great fliame to lofe fo long employed paines, 
And greater fliame t'abide fo g^eat mifprize. 
With which he dares our offers thus defpize. 
Yet that his guilt the greater may appeare, 
And more my gratious mercie by this wize, 
I will a while with his firft folly beare, 

Till thou haue tride againe, & tempted him more neare. 

Say, / and do all, that may thereto preuaile ; 

Leaue nought vnpromift, that may him perfwade ; 
Life, freedome, grace, and gifts of great auaile, 44 1 
With which the Gods themfelues are mylder made : 
Thereto adde art, euen womens witty trade. 
The art of mightie words, that men can charme ; 
With which in cafe thou canft him not inuade, 
Let him feele hardneffe of thy heauie arme: 

Who will not fl:oupe with good, fliall be made (loupe 
with harme. 

Some of his diet doe from him withdraw ; 
For I him find to be too proudly fed. 
Giue him more labour, and with ftreighter law, 450 
That he with worke may be forwearied. 

1. 440, ; for , — accqpted. 
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Her inward breft, and in her entrayles fryde. 
The more that flie it fought to couer and to hyde. 

For comming to this knight, (he purpofe fa}aied, 
How eamefl fuit fhe earfl for him had made 
Vnto her Queene, his frecdome to haue gayned ; 
But by no meanes could her thereto perfwade : 
But that in ilead thereof, fhe ilemely bade 
His miferie to be augmented more, 
And many yron bands on him to lade. 490 

All which nathleffe (he for his loue forbore : 

So praying him ^accept her feruice euermore. 

And more then that, (he promift that (he would, 
In cafe (he might (inde fauour in his eye. 
Denize how to enlarge him out of hould. 
The Fayrie glad to gaine his libertie. 
Can yeeld great thankes for fuch her curtef ie. 
And with faire words, fit for the time and place. 
To feede the humour of her maladie ; 
Promift, if (he would free him from that cafe, 500 
He wold by all good means he might, deferue fuch 
grace. 

So / daily he faire femblant did her fhew. 
Yet neuer meant he in his noble mind. 
To his owne abfent loue to be vntrew : 
Ne euer did deceiptfull Clarin find 
In her falfe hart, his bondage to vnbind ; 
But rather how fhe mote him fafter tye. 
Therefore vnto her miftre(re moft vnkind 

1. 498 C^' . • . /^«): !• 505, • Chrind: 
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For ncuer yet was wight fo well aware, 
But he at firft or laft was trapt in womens fnarc. 
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Yet in the ftreightneffe of that captiue (late, 
This gentle knight himfelfe fo well behaued, 
That notwithftanding all the fubtill bait, 
With which thofe Amazons his loue ftill craued, 
To his owne loue his loialtie he faued : 
Whofe chara6ler in th' Adamantine mould 
Of his true hart fo firmely was engraued, 
That no new loues impreffion euer could 

Bereaue it thence: fuchblot his honour blemifli (hoi 

Yet his owne loue, the noble BHtomart^ 

Scarfe fo conceiued in her iealous thought. 
What time fad tydings of his balefull fmart 
In womans bondage. Talus to her brought ; 
Brought / in vntimely houre, ere it was fought 
For after that the vtmoft date, affynde 
For his returne, fhe waited had for nought. 
She gan to caft in her mifdoubtfuU mynde 

A thoufand feares, that loue-f icke fancies faine to fy 

Sometime fhe feared, leaft fome hard mifhap. 
Had him misfalne in his aduenturous queft ; 
Sometime leaft his falfe foe did him entrap 
In traytrous traine, or had vn wares opprefl : 
But mofl fhe did her troubled mynd molefl, 
And fecretly afflicl with iealous feare, 
Leaft fome new loue had him from her poffefl ; 
Yet loth fhe was, fince flie no ill did heare, 

To thinke of him fo ill : yet could fhe not forbeare 
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One while fhe blam'd her felfe ; another whyle 
She him condemn'd, as truftlefTe and vntrew ; 
And then, her griefe with errour to beguyle, 
She fayn'd to count the time ^aine anew. 
As if before Ihe had not counted trew. 
For houres but dayes ; for weekes, that pafTed were, 
She told but moneths, to make them feeme more few : 
Yet when ihe reckned them, ftill drawing neare, 49 

Each hour did feeme a moneth, & euery moneth a yeare. 

But when as yet (he faw him not retume, 

She thought to fend fome one to feeke him out ; 
But none (he found fo fit to feme that tume, 
As her owne felfe, to eafe her felfe of dout. 
Now Ihe deuiz'd amongft the warlike rout 
Of errant Knights, to feeke her errant Knight ; 
And then againe refolu'd to hunt him out 
Amongfl loofe Ladies, lapped in delight: 

And then both Knights enuide, & Ladies eke did fpight / 

One day, when as fhe long had fought for eafe 60 

In euery place, and euery place thought beft, 
Yet found no place, that could her liking pleafe, 
She to a window came, that opened Weft, 
Towards which coaft her loue his way addreft. 
There looking forth, (hee in her heart did find 
Many valne fancies, working her vnreft ; 
And fent her winged thoughts, more fwift then wind, 

To beare vnto her loue the mefTage of her mind. 

11. 47-8, Church suggests : — 

For dayes, but houtos ; for monetlu tlut pMied were. 

She lold but weekes, etc 
See Life in Vol. I., and GIosmt;, t,v. 
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There as (he looked long, at laft fhe fpide 

One comming towards her with hafly fpeede : 
Well weend (he then, ere him (he plaine defcride, 
That it was one fent from her loue indeede. 
Who when he nigh approcht, (hee mote arede 
That it was Talus ^ Artegall his groome ; 
Whereat her heart was fild with hope and drede ; 
Ne would (he (lay, till he in place could come, 

But ran to meete htm forth, to know his tidings fomn 

Euen in the dore him meeting, (he begun ; 

And where is he thy Lord, and how far hence ? 
Declare at once ; and hath he lod or wun ? 
The yron man, albe he wanted fence 
And forrowes feeling, yet with confcience 
Of his ill newes, did inly chill and quake, 
And flood dill mute, as one in great fufpence 
As if that by his f ilence he would make 
i Her rather reade his meaning, then him felfe it fpakc 

Till (he againe thus fayd ; Talus be bold, 
And tell what euer it be, good or bad. 
That from thy tongue thy hearts intent doth hold 
To whom he thus at length. The tidings fad, < 
That / I would hide, will needs, I fee, be rad. 
My Lord, your loue, by hard mi(hap doth lie 
In wretched bondage, wofuUy bedad. 
Ay me (quoth (he) what wicked dedinie ? 

And is he vanqui(ht by his tyrant enemy ? 

Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe ; 
But by a TyranneflTe (he then replide,) 

1. 92, (your Loue). 
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With froward will doth fet him felfe to weepe ; 
J^Je can be (lild for all his nurfes might, 
But kicks, and fquals, and fhriekes for fell defpigt 
Now fcratching her, and her loofe locks mifufing 
Now feeking darkeneffe, and now feeking light ; 
Then crauing fucke, and then the fucke refuf ing, i 
Such was this Ladies fit, in her loues fond accufing. 

But when (he had with fuch vnquiet fits 
Her felfe there clofe afflidled long in vaine. 
Yet found no eafement in her troubled wits, 
She vnto Talus forth return'd againe. 
By change of place feeking to eafe her paine ; 
And gan enquire of him, with mylder mood, 
The certaine caufe of Artegals detaine ; 
And what he did, and in what flate he flood, 

And whether he did woo, or whether he were woo'd. 

Ah wellaway (fayd then the yron man,) i 

That he is not the while in flate to woo ; 
But lies in wretched thraldome, weake and wan, 
Not by ftrong hand compelled thereunto, 
But his owne doome, that none can now vndoo. 
Sayd I not then (quoth fhee) erwhile aright. 
That this is things compafte betwixt you two. 
Me to deceiue of faith vnto me plight. 

Since that he was not forfl, nor ouercome in fight ? 

With that he gan at large to her dilate i 

The whole difcourfe of his captiuance fad, 

1. 147, Dr. Morris notes on this — " Mr. J. P. Collier, following CImi 
reads * thing compacted — a concerted thing. But the clause may stan 
wc look upon things as in the genitive case." 
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In fort as ye haue heard the fame of late. 
All which when fhe with hard endurauncc had 
Heard / to the end, flie was right fore beftad, 
With fodaine Hounds of wrath and griefe attone : 
Ne would abide, till fhc had aunfwere made. 
But ftreight her felfe did dight, and armor don ; 

And mounting to her fteede, bad Talus guide her on. 

So forth (he rode vppon her ready way, 

To fecke her Knight, as Ta/us her did guide : 1 60 

Sadly (he rode, and ncuer word did fay, 

Nor good nor bad, ne eucr lookt afide. 

But dill right downe, and in her thought did hide 

The felnelTe of her heart, right fnlly bent 

To fierce aucngement of that womans pride, 

Which had her Lord in her bafe prifon pent. 

And fo great honour with fo fowlc reproch had blent. 

So as (he thus melancholicke did ride, 

Chawing the cud of griefe and inward patne, 

She chaunft to meete toward th'euen-tide 170 

A Knight, that foftly paced on the plaine, 

As if him felfe to folace he were faine. 

Well (hot in yeares he feem'd, and rather bent 

To peace, then needleUe trouble to conftraine. 

As well by view of that his vefliment. 

As by his modell femblant, that no euill ment 

He comming neare, gan gently her falute 

With curteous words, in the mod comely wize ; 

Who though defirous rather to refl mute, 

Then termes to entertaine of common guizc, 180 

1. 154, ' Siard'^mispiinted '//nv' in '96: 1. 177, . after '/a/utc' oi 
'96, removed. 
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Yet rather then fhe kindneffe would defpize. 
She would her felfe difpleafe, fo him requite. 
Then gan the other further to deuize 
Of things abrode, as next to hand did light, 
And many things demaund, to which flie anfwer'd 
light./ 

For little luft had (he to talke of ought, 

Or ought to heare, that mote delightfull bee ; 

Her minde was whole poffeffed of one thought, 

That gaue none other place. Which when as hee 

By outward fignes, (as well he might) did fee, 190 

He lift no lenger to vfe lothfull fpeach, 

But her befought to take it well in gree, 

Sith (hady dampe had dimd the heauens reach. 

To lodge with him that night, vnles good caufe empeach. 

The Championeffe, now feeing night at dore. 
Was glad to yeeld vnto his good requeft : 
And with him went without gaine-faying more. 
Not farre away, but little wide by Weft, 
His dwelling was, to which he him addreft ; 
Where foone arriuing they receiued were 200 

In feemely wife, as them befeemed beft : 
For he their hoft them goodly well did cheare. 

And talk't of pleafant things, the night away to weare. 

Thus paffing th'euening well, till time of reft. 
Then Britomart vnto a bowre was brought ; 
Where groomes awayted her to haue vndreft. 
But ftie ne would vndreffed be for ought, 

1. 213, *her,* 
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Ne doRe her armes, though he her much befought. 
For (he had vov/d, (he fayd, not to forgo 
Thofe warlike weedes, till (he reuenge had wrought 
Of a late wrong vppon a mortall foe ; 2 1 1 

Which (he would fure performe, betide her wele or wo. 

Which when their Hoft perceiu'd, right difcontent 
In minde he grew, for feare leafl by that art 
He fhould his purpofe mifTe, which clofe he ment : 
Yet taking leaue of her, he did depart. 
There / all that night remained Britoinart, 
Reftlefle, recomfortlefle, with heart deepe grieuedf 
Not fuffering the leaft twinckling fleepe to ftart 
Into her eye, which th 'heart mote haue relieued, 220 

But if the leafl appeared, her eyes fhe llreight reprieued. 

Ye guilty eyes (fayd fhe) the which with guyle 
My heart at firft betrayd, will ye betray 
My Hfe now to, for which a little whyle 
Ye will not watch ? falfe watches, wellaway, 
I wote when ye did watch both night and day 
Vnto your lolTe : and now needes will ye (leepe ? 
Now ye haue made my heart to wake alway. 
Now will ye fleepe ? ah wake, and rather weepe, 

To thinke of your [kjnights want, that fhould yce waking 
keepe. 230 

Thus did flie watch, and weare the weary night 
In waylfull plaints, that none was to appeafe ; 
Now walking foft, now fitting ftiU vpright, ' 

As fundry chaunge her feemed beft to cafe. 

1. 130, ' I^'] Higkts' — M Church snggesled— obvious cortection. 
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Ne leffe did Talus fuffer fleepe to feaze 
His eye-lids fad, but watcht continually, 
Lying without her dore in great difeafe ; 
Like to a Spaniell wayting carefully 
Leafl any (hould betray his Lady treacheroufly. 

What time the natiue Belman of the night, 240 

The bird, that warned Peter of his fall, 
Firft rings his filuer Bell t'each fleepy wight, 
That fhould their mindes vp to deuotion call. 
She heard a wondrous noife below the hall. 
All fodainely the bed, where fhe fhould lie, 
By a falfe trap was let adowne to fall 
Into a lower roome, and by and by 

The loft was rayfd againe, that no man could it 
fpie. / 

With fight whereof fhe was difmayd right fore, 

Perceiuing well the treafon, which was ment : 250 
Yet ftirred not at all for doubt of more. 
But kept her place with courage confident, 
Wayting what would enfue of that euent. 
It was not long, before fhe heard the found 
Of armed men, comming with clofe intent 
Towards her chamber ; at which dreadfull flound 

She quickly caught her fword, & fhield about her 
bound. 

With that there came vnto her chamber dore 
Two Knights, all arm'd ready for to fight. 
And after them full many other more, 260 

A rafkall rout, with weapons rudely dight. 
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And much lefTe honour by that warlike ktnde 
Of life : for he was nothing valorous, 290 

But with die (hides and wiles did vnderminde 
All noble Knights, which were aduenturous, 
And many brought to (hame by treafon treacherous. ^ 

He had three fonnes, all three like fathers fonnes. 
Like treacherous, like full of fraud and g^ile. 
Of all that on this earthly compaffe wonnes : 
The eldeft of the which was flaine erewhile 
By Artegall^ through his owne guilty wile ; 
His name was Guizor^ whofe vntimely fate 
For to auenge, full many treafons vile 300 

His father Dolon had deuiz'd of late 

With thefe his wicked fons, and (hewd his cankred hate. 

For fure he weend, that this his prefent-gueft 

Was Artegall^ by many tokens plainc ; 

But chiefly by that yron page he gheft, 

Which ftill was wont with Artegall remaine ; 

And therefore ment him furely to haue flaine. 

But by Gods grace, and her good heedinefle. 

She was preferued from their traytrous traine. 

Thus flie all night wore out in watchfulnefle, 310 
Ne fuffred flothfuU fleepe her eyelids to opprefle. / 

The morrow next, fo foone as dawning houre 
Difcouered had the light to liuing eye, 
She forth yflew'd out of her loathed bowre, 
With full intent t'auenge that villany, 

1. 291, *</(/' — Dr. Morris queries *}had^ — surely not? L 300, *rtvmgi*i 
L 309, 'Mo/' (161 1). 
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But fhe thereat was wroth, that for defpight 
The glaurcing fparkles through her beuer glared. 
And from her eies did flafh out fiery light, 
Like coles, tliat through a f iluer Cenfer fparkle bright 

She ftayd not to aduife which way to take ; 
But putting fpurres vnto her fiery bead, 
Thorough the midft of them fhe way did make. 350 
The one of them, which mofl her wrath increaft, 
Vppon her fpeare fhe bore before her bread. 
Till to the Bridges further end fhe paft, 
Where falling downe, his challenge he releafl : 
The other ouer fide the Bridge fhe caft 

Into the riuer, where he drunke his deadly laft, 

As when the flafliing Leuin haps to light 

Vppon two flubbome oakes, which (land fo neare, 
That way betwixt them none appeares in fight ; j 
The Engin fiercely flying forth, doth teare 360 

Th'onc from the earth, & through the aire doth beare; 
The other it with force doth ouerthrow, 
Vppon one fide, and from his rootes doth reare. 
So did the Championefle thofe two there ftrow, 

And to their fire their carcaiTes left to beftow. / 
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His wife was Ifis^ whom they likewife made 
A Goddeffe of great powre and fouerainty 
And in her perfon cunningly did (hade 
That part of luftice, which is Equity, 
Whereof / I haue to treat here prefently. 
Vnto whofe temple when as Britomart 
Arriued, fhee with great humility 
Did enter in, ne would that night depart ; 

But Taltis mote not be admitted to her part. 

There fhe receiued was in goodly wize 
Of many Priefts, which duely did attend 
Vppon the rites and daily facrifize, 
All clad in linnen robes with filuer hemd ; 
And on their heads with long locks comely kem( 
They wore rich Mitres (haped like the Moone, 
To (hew that If is doth the Moone portend ; 
Like as Ofyris fignifies the Sunne. 

For that they both like race in equall iuftice runne. 

The ChampionefTe them greeting, as fhe could, 
Was thence by them into the Temple led ; 
Whofe goodly building when fhe did behould, 
Borne vppon ftately pillours, all difpred 
With fhining gold, and arched ouer hed. 
She wondred at the workemans pairing fkill, 
Whofe like before fhe neuer faw nor red ; 
And thereuppon long while flood gazing flill, 

But thought, that flie thereon could neuer gaze her 

Thence forth vnto the IdoU they her brought, 
The which was framed all of filuer fine, 
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So well as could with cunning hand be wrought, 
And clothed all in garments made of line, 
Hemd all about with fringe of filuer twine; 
Vppon her head (he wore a Crowne of gold, 
To Ihew that (he had powre in things dJuine ; 
And at her feete a Crocodile was ro)d. 
That with her wreathed taile her middle did enfold / 

One foote was fet vppon the Crocodile, 60 

And on the ground the other fafl did (land, 
So meaning to fuppreife both foiled guile, 
And open force : and in her other hand 
She flretchcd forth a long white fclender wand. 
Such was the GoddelTe ; whom when Britomart 
Had long beheld, her felfe vppon the land 
She did proftrate, and with right humble hart, 

Vnto her felfe her filent prayers did impart 

To which the IdoU as it were inclining, 

Her wand did moue with amiable looke, 70 

By outward (hew her inward fence defining. 

Who well perceiuing, how her wand (he (hooke, 

It as a token of good fortune tooke. 

By this the day with dampe was ouercaft. 

And ioyous light the houfe of loue forfooke : 

Which when (he faw, her helmet (he vnla(te, 

And by the altars fide her felfe to (lumber plade. 

For other beds the Prie(b there vfed none. 
But on their mother Earths deare lap did He, 

1. 59, ' ktr ' — Charcb n^cgettt 'hW ; bat ill inch finicalnCM i* intilbetk 
toSpoiter'iiiteHklwontil.&h '/InMlir.'ubdbK: t. 7i,qa«7 'tf&jfm'^r'r 
VII, 23 
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And gaping greedy wide, did ftreight deuoure 
Both flames and tempeft : with which growen great. 
And fwolne with pride of his owne peerelefle powre. 
He gan to threaten her likewife to eat ; 
But that the Goddcffe with her rod him backe did 
beat 

Tho turning all his pride to humbleffe meeke, 141 

Him felfe before her feete he lowly threw, 
And gan for grace and loue of her to feeke : 
Which fhe accepting, he fo neare her drew, 
That of his game (he foone enwombed grew. 
And forth did bring a Lion of great might ; 
That fhortly did all other beads fubdew. 
With that (he waked, full of fearefull fright, 

And doubtfully difmayd through that fo vncouth fight. 

So thereuppon long while (he mufing lay, 1 50 

With thoufand thoughts feeding her fantafie, 
Vntill (he fpide the lampe of lightfome day, 
Vp-lifted in the porch of heauen hie. 
Then / vp (he rofe fraught with melancholy, 
And forth into the lower parts did pas ; 
Whereas the Priedes flie found full bufily 
About their h<dy things for morrow Mas : 

Whom (he faluting faire, faire refaluted was. 

But by the change of her vnchearefull looke, 

They might perceiue, (he was not well in plight ; 
Or that fome penf iuene(re to heart (he tooke. 161 
Therefore thus one of them, who feem'd in fight 

IL 162-3, («f>ia . . . vrigki). 
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To be the greateft, and the grauefl wight, 
To her befpake ; Sir Knight it feemes to me, 
That thorough euill reft of this laft night. 
Or ill apayd, or much difmayd ye be. 
That by your change of chcare is eafie for to fee. 



Certes (fayd Ihe) fith ye fo well haue fpide 
The troublous pafTion of my penf iue mind, 
I will not feeke the fame from you to hide, 1 70 

But will my cares vnfolde, in hope to find 
Your aide, to guide me out of errour blind. 
Say on (quoth he) the fecret of your hart : 
For by the holy vow, which me doth bind, 
J am adiur'd, beft counfell to impart 

To all, that (hall require my comfort in their fmart. 

Then gan (he to declare the whole difcourfe 
Of all that vifion, which to her appeard. 
As well as to her minde it had recourfe. 
AH which when he vnto the end had heard, 180 

Like to a weake faint-hearted man he fared. 
Through great aftonifhment of that ftrange fight j 
And with long locks vp-ftanding, ftifly ftared 
Like one adawed with fome dreadfutl fpright 

So fild with heauenly fury, thus he her behight / 

Mag^nificke Virgin, that in queint difguife 

Of BritiO) armes doell malke thy royall blood. 
So to purfue a perillous emprize, 
How coul[d}ft thou weene,through that difguized hood, 
To hide thy ftate from being vnderftood ? 190 
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Can from th'immortall Gods ought hidden bee ? 
They doe thy linage, and thy Lordly brood ; 
They doe thy fire, lamenting fore for thee ; 
They doe thy loue, forlorne in womens thraldome \ 

The end whereof, and all the long euent, 

They doe to thee in this fame dreame difcouer. 

For that fame Crocodile doth reprefent 

The righteous Knight, that is thy faithful! louer. 

Like to Ofyris in all iuft endeuer. 

For that fame Crocodile Ofyris is. 

That vnder Ifis feete doth fleepe for euer : 

To fhew that clemence oft in things amis, 

Reftraines thofe Heme behells, and cruell doomes oi 

That Knight (hall all the troublous ftormes affwag^ 
And raging flames, that many foes (hall reare. 
To hinder thee from the iuft heritage 
Of thy fires Crowne, and from thy countrey dea 
Then (halt thou take him to thy loued fere, 
And ioyne in equal portion of thy realme : 
And afterwards a fonne to him (halt beare, 
That Lion-like (hall (hew his powre extreame. 

So ble(re thee God, and giue thee ioyance of thy drc 

All which when (he vnto the end had heard, 
She much was eafed in her troublous thought, 
And on thofe Priefts beftowed rich reward : 
And royall gifts of gold and f iluer wrought. 
She / for a prefent to their Godde(re brought. 
Then taking leaue of them, (he forward went, 
To feeke her love, where he was to be fought ; 
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Ne refted til! the came without relent 220 

Vnto the land of Amazons, as fhe was bent. 

Whereof when newes to Radi^md was brought, 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee. 
She was confufed in her troublous thought, 
But fild with courage and with ioyous glee, 
As glad to heare of armes, the which now (he 
Had long furceaft, (he bad to open bold, 
That (he the face of her new foe might fee. 
But when tliey of that yron man had told. 

Which late her folke had flaine, (he bad the forth to 
hold. 230 

So there without the gate (as feemed beft) 
She caufed her Pauilion be ptght ; 
In which flout Britomart her felfe did reft. 
Whiles Taltis watched at the dore ail night 
All night likewife, they of the towne in fright, 
Vppon their wall good watch and ward did keepe. 
The morrow next, fo foone as dawning light 
Bad doe away the dampe of drouzie (lecpe. 

The warlike Amazon out of her bowre did peepe ; 

And caufed ftreight a Trumpet loud to (hrill, 240 

To wame her foe to battell foone be preft ; 
Who long before awoke (for (he ful ill 
Could fleepe alt night, that in vnquiet breft 
Did clofely harbour fuch a iealous gueft) 
Was to the battell whilome ready dight 
Eftfoones that warrioureffe with haughty creft 

L 330, . — accepted, and L 239, ; for period (.), and , for (.) U 3S& 
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Did forth iflue, all ready for the fight : 
On th'other fide her foe appeared foone in fight. / 

But ere they reared hand, the Amazone 

Began the flreight conditions to propound, 

With which fhe vfed ftill to tye her fone ; 

To ferue her fo, as (he the reft had bound. 

Which when the other heard, fhe fternly frownd 

For high difdalne of fuch indignity. 

And would no lenger treat, but bad them found. 

For her no other termes fhould euer tie, 
Then what prefcribed were by lawes of cheualrie. 

The Trumpets found, and they together run 

With greedy rage, and with their faulchins fmot ; 
Ne either fought the others ftrokes to fhun, : 

But through great fury both their fkill forgot, 
And praflicke vfe in armes : ne fpared not 
Their dainty parts, which nature had created 
So faire and tender, without ftaine or fpot. 
For other vfes, then they them tranflated ; 

Which they now hackt & hewd, as if fuch vfe t 
hated, 

As when a Tygre and a LionefTe 

Are met at fpoyling of fome hungry pray. 

Both challenge it with equall greedineffe : 

But firft the Tygre clawes thereon did lay ; : 

And therefore loth to loofe her right away. 

Doth in defence thereof full ftoutly ftond : 

To which the Lion ftrongly doth gainefay, 

That fhe to hunt the beaft firft tooke in hond ; 

And therefore ought it haue, where euer fhe it fond. 



t 



346 THE V. BOOKE OF THE {Cant. VH. 

But in reuenge both of her loues diftreffCj 
And her late vile reproch, though vaunted vaine, 
And alfo of her wound, which fore did paine. 
She with one ftroke both head and helmet cleft. 
Which dreadfull fight, when all her warlike traine 
There prefent faw, each one of fence bereft, 310 

Fled faft into the towne, and her fole viftor left. / 

But yet fo faft they could not home retrate. 
But that the fwift Talus did the formoft win ; 
And preffing through the preace vnto the gate, 
Pelmell with them attonce did enter in. 
There then a piteous flaughter did begin : 
For all that euer came within his reach, 
He with his yron flale did threfh fo thin. 
That he no worke at all left for the leach : 

Like to an hideoys ftorme, which nothing may empeach. 

And now by this the noble Conquereffe 321 

Her felfe came in, her glory to partake ; 
Where though reuengefull vow (he did profeffe, 
Yet when fhe faw the heapes, which he did make, 
Of flaughtred carkafles, her heart did quake 
For very ruth, which did it almoft riue. 
That fhe his fury willed him to flake : 
For elfe he fure had left not one aliue, 

But all in his reuenge of fpirite would depriue. 

Tho when flie had his execution ftayd, 330 

She for that yron prifon did enquire, 
In which her wretched loue was captiue layd : 
Which breaking open with indignant ire, 

L 310, (</ . . . binft). 
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In bloud of Kings, and great hoaftes to fubdew? , 
Could ought on earth fo wondrous change haue 
As to haue robde you of that manly hew ? (wrou 
Could fo great courage ftouped haue to ought ? 
Then farewell flefhly force ; I fee thy pride is nougl 

Thenceforth (he ftretght into a bowre htm brought, 
And caufd him thofe vncomely weedes vndight ; 
And in their fteede for other rayment fought, 
Whereof there was gfreat ftore, and armors bright 
Which had bene reft from many a noble Knight 
Whom that proud Amazon fubdewed had, 
Whileft Fortune fauourd her fucceffe in fight, 
In which when as (he him anew had clad, 

She was reuiu'd, and ioyd much in his femblance gU 

So there a while they afterwards remained, 
Him to refre(h, and her late wounds to heale : 
During which fpace (he there as Princes rained, 
And changing all that forme of common weale. 
The liberty of women did repeale, 
Which they had long vfurpt ; and them reftoring 
To mens fubie<5lion, did true luftice deale : 
That all they as a GoddeflTe her adoring. 

Her wifedome did admire, and hearkned to her lorii 

For all thofe Knights, which long in captiue (hade 
Had (hrowdcd bene, (he did from thraldome free 
And magiftrates of all that city made. 
And gaue to them great liuing and large fee : 

I. 376, ' FHnce/s: 
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